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#2 Juan, would have 


fr no Preface to Introduce 
fit to the Publick, if the Edi- 
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tion did not think it highl 
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needful, 
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i -79e. Projuce. 
. needful, that the Reader ſould 
be rightly apprizd of the Cha- 
racer and deſign of the Author. 
The Title has already Inti- 
mated, that this Epitomy was 
Publiſh'd by an Order on the 
Houſe of Commons, in the Vear £ 
1641, at the Commencement of 
the grand Rebellion; and after 
that] think there's little grounds 

to ſuſpect, but that the Author 
mult be a Friend to the Com- E 
mon- Wealth Faction, and writ] tl 
this Book, not only with inten- n 
tion to leſſen all Monarchical] t. 
Government * but, niore parti- tl 
Ir 

tl 

h 

m 


cularly, to fix an Odium upon 
the King and Queen, and all the 
d q h. 
Nie far his defign ſucceeded} 
is too fatally exemplity'd in the 
. = dread-! 


wy 


ha- 
ſhort Hiſtory ſeems to be an ex- 


1. 


nti- : 


was | 
the | 
(ear | 


it of | 
ifter| 


om- 
writ 
ten- 
nical 
arti- 


pon 
the 


eded 
5 
ead-! 


Ff 5 


"The . 
dreadful Cataſtrophe that after- 


wards hapned, of which this 
act Preamble, and was doubt- 
leſs Calculated to prepare the 

People for that execrable Tra- 
gedy, that ſoon terminated in the 
utter Subverſion of the Antient 


Conſtitution, and the Murder 
of the King. 


inds | 
thor | 


Among a World of Gude 


Pamphlets, and Rebellious Tracts, 


that the Incendiaries of that Ge- 
neration ſeatter d about the Na- 
tion, this little Hiſtory carry 'd 


the Bell, and was 1n higheſt Elti- = 
mation; and to do the Author 


that Juſtice he deſerves, there is 

hardly any thing to be found a- 

mon 8 the Vritings of the Faction, 
143 more 
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iv The Preface. 


more cunningly , and miſchie- 


are aggravated to the higheſt,; 


vouſly adapted. Jt 
It carries all along an air of 


Truth and Formality , inter- 


ſpers'd with Spightful, and Hy- 0 
pocritical Innuendoes, and Re- 1 
nections: The Miſcarriages of t 
all the Kings of I-RatrL and Jupan JE 


and then infidiouſly appropriated | | 
to the King of Zrgla:d, and was 4 
worſe, ſo itrenuouſly enforcd, 


under the Sanctify d Pretext of f. 


Religion, and the publick Good, tl 
thit it made deep Impreſſions te 
upon great numbers of the un- I” 


thinking, and unſteady part of JO! 


the Nation, and brought many if 


Innocent People into the ſnare t 


of Rebellion. qo! 


| . 1 
Tis 


hie- 


of 


ter- 
y- 
Re- 
of 
ban fairs, and withal many other 
Memorials, which time and the 


'ted Circumſtances of Things have 
was almoſt worn out of Kemem- 
cd, p 
ful to be offered in A pology for 
| this Undertaking, except it be 


jons to aſſure the Readers J have no 


Ul- 


eſt 5 


t of | 


)od, 
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'Tis for this Reaſon therefore 


I chat it has been thought proper, 
to Reviſe and Reprint this fa- 
mous Hiſtory, in which the Rea- 
der will find many remarkable 
Inſtances, worthy his Obſerva- 
tion in the preſent State of At- 


brance, which 1s all I think need- 


manner of Aim 1n it, to pleaſe 
t of or diſpleaſe either of the Parties; 


any if they can collect any from it, 


are that can inform their Judgment 


or forward their Reconciliation, 
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4 Preface. 
I have gained my chief Poynt, | 
and under. this Preſumption 1 


leave it before them, and ſubmit 
the reſt to their our and 


ie. 


* * 

* 
"BC's 
1 
* 
DE 
BY 
1 

=" 

” & 

: - 
— — 


we 17 


15 wo TIED LASSIIASISLS 


2 27 CS Eee 


THE 


INTRODUCTION 


OF THE 


HISTORY 


OF THER. 


or 


IsR AFL and Jupan. 


H E Militia of the Kings 
dom is nom preſſing on and 
advancing, it muſt go on. 
through all Oppoſitions, aud 


1E 


f reater they are : All that 

the Devils « can ws to hinder it ſhall be done, for 
it is a Work Honourable and Glorious, of im- 
_ weight and Warth ; all conclude it to be 
x ſo, 


the more vittoriouſly, th 


The enden. 3 


fe, WY this is the ſhore Deſcription, which all 
Five of it; the letting a Kingdom in a Po- 
ure of Defence. It is the ſhutting in the 
Doors or Frontiers of a Kingdom, and to ſhut 
them in ſo, as mathe Door of the Ark, by Gods 
on Hand. If is the-ſerting up of two Pillars, 
Jachin and Boaz, aſſuring the Land, that in 
the Lord Fehwah is Salvation. and firength. 

It is the maintaining the two ſtaves. 1. The 
ſtaff of Beauty, the Eternal Goſpel, which 
is the ſtay and ſtaff of every particular Perſon; 
and Glory of the whole Nation. 

2. The „ flaff of Bands, the binding of a Peo- 

ple faſt to God in the Bond of a Covenant. lt is 
the Intiteling God to a Kingdom : T he wri- 
ting his Salvation; then we may ſay, we hive 
a ſtrong City and Kingdom, when the Lord a5- 
points his Salvation for Walls and Bulwarks. 
This is the Militia of a Kingdom; no other 
thing but this. 

Surely this Word is like the Deſire in the 
Fourth Pfalm, ſut able to the whole Kirgadom. 
No Man is ſuch an Enemy to his own and the 
Public Peace, as not to deſire this: The Lord 
our King doth ſay Amen to this; all his good 
People will ſay Amen alſo. I we could ack from 
one end of the Land to the other, every Man 
would tell us, this is his deſire: He would reſt 
at Night, and ſleep at quiet, which he cannot 
do, #f bis Doers ſtand open. It were then a no- 


forious Soleciſm in Policy; to command the 
Doors 


vii The Introduction. 


Doors in private Houſes to be locked againſt 
- Spoilers : And to ſuffer Frontiers in Kingdoms 


to lie open to Invaſions. Is there any thing 
whereof it may be ſaid, fee this is new? 
Except the Oppoſition is made againſt this Glori- 
ous Work, there was never ſuch a thing like unto 


this, ſince Man was upon Earth. I mean, like 


to this Oppoſition, an unparallel d, and moſt de- 
ſperate Oppoſition, managed againſt this Work 

a moſt Malignant Party. Indeed I cannot 
ſay, that this Oppoſition can be paralleFd. But 


this we find; that this Oppoſition now is not 
new: For Evil ſtood croſs contented to Good 


ever ſince there were two Brethren upon the Earth; 
and ever after we ſhall find, if we conſult the 
Records of Time, that all times of Reformation 
have been vexatious. Kings and Princes, and 
Nobles of the Earth, have in all Ages, made 


this their great Work, to fortiie themſelves, 
and ſecure their Kingdom; ſo as rhey might 


be ſafe at H»me, and feared Abroad. I will 
keep my ſelf to the Sacred Chronicle, and ob. 


| ſerve thence, what the Kings of Judah have 


done touching this great Buſineſs; the ſetting 
themſelves and their Kingdom in a Poſture 
of Defence, Oh! But have I not ſpoken Con- 
tradictories, Words, and things croſſing each 


the other? 1 jaid, that the Ordering of an Houſe - | 
or Kingdom, is every Mans Deſire, and pye= 


ently after we hear of an Oppoſition againſt it, 


'x The Introduction. 


4 wo 


as if a Man could deſire his own Good, and with 


_ the ſame Breath refuſe or oppoſe it. 


Anſw. Les, all this a Man may do; he may 
deſire good, and yet croſs himſelf and his De- 


fire in the way thereunto : He may will his own 


Peace, and yet oppoſe it, as a Man that hates 
Peace, and loves Death. Every Man deſires 


Peace, his Soul deſires it, as it is ſaid of the 


Sluggard. Grace which is but Glory begun; 
and Glory, which is but Grace perfected, it 


is every Mans Deſire, be Wills it, with all his 
Seoul; but he hath a Will croſſing this Will; 


and a Deſire ſtanding in oppoſition and utter 
Enmity to this Deſire, which unleſs taken aw 


by an Almighty Hand, he ſhall never have what 


he ſeems to Deſire. | poets 
That Reſt and Peace here, and hereafter is 


the SABBATH and Port of all Mens 


Labours ; but with this Difference: It is ſeem- 
ingly ſo with the moſt ;, but really and indeed ſo 


with the feweſt; and therefore the feweſt attain 


t is indeed a natural Deſire, and the very 
end of every Mans thoughts; the Preſervation 


ok himſelf, and to avoid what-ever is con- 
trary thereunto ; Yet nothing more. ordinary 
then to miſs of the end by miſtaking the way 


wherereof I ſhall give very great Examples, re- 
cording days of old for the Benefit and Inſtruction 


of the preſent Times; they are the Examples of 
#hoſe, who have willed Contradictions, as Men 
| in 
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him, if he goes on. 


behold the Man here even as a Wild-Aſs funf- 


— 


The Introduction. 1 


in all times have done, and now adays do, and 


will to the Worlds end. They will have the 


End, without the means: They will have Peace, 
and Grace, and Glory, and they wil) not go the 

way, nor tread the path, that leads untoit : We 
ſhall try the Poſſibility of this, and ſee clearly 
what the End will be in the ways and wills ef the 
Kings of Judah, taking the worſt firſt ; for 
the worſt Kings are the beſt Examples to make all 
wiſer that obſerve them aright; which no Man 
does that preſumes to go on in this wicked way + 
For the Fines here will cloſe its Mouth upon 


There is indeed a greatiSeduce ment in wicked 
Examples, for, though the Depravation of our 
natures, we rather imitate bad then the better; 
and tos ordinary it is in ill to exceed ;, in good 
to come ſhort of the example, but this is for-want 


of well weighing the example, becauſe we do not 


Look through to the end: We ſee what is done, 4 
but we do not ſee what will be the Iſſue of the act. 
Here, in this Chronicle, we may behold all 


together, the Proud Man in his Throne, with 


his Princes about him, and preſently after dwell- 
ing with the Beaſts of the Field, there Eat- 


ing graſs as Oxen. We may behold him here 


drinking Wine in Bowls, the ſacred Veſſels of 
the Temple, and the ſame Hour ſeeing hand- 
writing upon the Wall; and within an Hour 
after feeling the Sword in his Bowels ; we may 


fing 


x1 The Introduction. 
up the Wind; and with the ſame glance, 
behold him reaping the Whirle-Wind: ' Of 
infinite uſe this, to look thorow the example to 
the end, and then nothing better inſtructeth then 
the worſt examples, for therein we ſhall ſee 
wicked ways, and Idolatrous Counſels lead- 
ing to Ruine and Daunen, and all this to- 
N 
FT ſhall not nom crave the Readers Attention; 5 
I know the weight and excellency of the matter 
will command it; The Lord, the Eigh, the 
| Dreadful God; He will this Day in the ex- 
amples, which follow. ſet before Kings and their 
Peoples Death and Evil, Life and Good. If 
our Hearts turn away, ſo that we will not hear; 
then behold Death and Evil! For ſurely we 
ſhall periſh: But if we will love the Lord our 
God, obey his voyce, and cleave unto him, then 
we chooſe Life and Blefling. Behold Death 
and Evil is ſet before us in the following exam- 
ples of the Kings, who, though dead, yet ſpeak 
much to the Inſtruftion of the living. : 
Before we read their doings, T would ſay 
this for the length of the Chronicle, that when 
my thoughts were firſt upon it, I did not intend 
it ſo, but more contracted and abridged it. But 
then I conſider what a Work I had in hand : 
Mell, my Work was to ponder the works of bad 
and good Kings, wherein nothing can be found | 
= 81 or of light account : 7 hen ain, * | 


— 75 
4 
__ 


r 
Bb 


I tr TE 8 * 
E % Pee 
— * — — — — "Ie 1 28 "Ke 


" 
* 2 #7 - 


3 0 —— —-„ 1 


Ihe Introduction. xiii 


1 r Scope is, the Introduction of the TOS - 'C 


Kings and their People: I. thought it then my 


duty to conſider matters yet more, and to look 
over their H ſtory again and again: And the 
more I read, the more I found, even mighty 
things, and whereon the Lord himſelf had ſet 
a mark with his omn Hand. Truly 7 find ſo 

many marks in my Travel here, that I could not 
tell where to pick and chuſe, finding all ſo Re- 
markable of ſo great and excellent uſe, to mark 
out the way of Life and Death. e 
I would add this alſo, That the Chapters in 

this Chronicle are enlarged, as the Story of the 


* Kings there is continued; where thorom two 
whole Books aud more, as is the Story of the two 


Kings, there are the Chapter lengthened : Where | 
thorow three Chapters, as the Story of Ala ;, or 
four as the Story of King Jehoſhaphat and He- 


Zekiah accordingly are their Chapters enlarged. 


The Story of the bad Kings is begun in one 


Chapter, and there ended (except the Story of 


Saul, which fills a Book, and of Rehoboam 


which is continued through the Chapters.) 


And ſince Death and Evil, Lite and Good 
are before us, we ſhould do well to conſider, and 
chuſe the way, the way of good Men, and 
keep the paths of the Righteous : That we 
love the LORD our GOD); obey his 
Voice, and cleave unto him. For it follows ; 
he is thy LIFE, and length of thy Days: 
He is thy Praiſe, and he is thy G * 

; that 


XL" EE 
N chat hath done for thee the great and ter- 


rible things, which thine Eyes have een: 
Therefore thou ſhalt fear the L OR D 
thy G0 D, him ſhalt thou ſerve, and to 
him ſhalt thou cleave. Amen 


©» — . * < * * w 
* 
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Wl I SE and G001 DPD 
Kin 85 of Iſrael & Judah, : 


7D AMUEL i 1s -aels laſt ' 
5 Judge, and a their 
firſt” King; called to 
that High Office, and 
inabled thereunto by 
op himſelf, raiſed 
| — quickly in his Thoughts 
and Diſpoſition to the pitch of a King. 
Samuel does not rule now, but orders and 
areas z 3 gives Saul the Honour of that 
B hardeſt | 


Bn. fe 
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2 The Lives of the KIN s 

Hardeſt Work, The ruling of the People, but 

inſtructs him how to do it. Samuel ſpeaks 
and Saul hearkens, and all this while it 


was well: So long as Samuel ruled- out the 


way of Government to Saul, and he fol- 
lowed the Rule, it was well with Saul and 


all the People: The Lord made their Mi- 


litia ſtrong and ſucceſsful o 4 Wonder: 
when he tranſgreſſed that Rule, his Spi- 


rits fell, and he from his Princely Dignity, 
thruſting himſelf beſides the Throne with 


his own hands. Notwithſtanding the 
Lo Rp wrought a wonderful Deliverance 


for Iſrael by the hand of David, yet he was 
ill requited, for therefore Saul envied him, 
and turned the edge of the Militia againft 
him. Saul fhould have fought the Battels 


of the Lord, and have ſtrengthened him-. 


ſolf againſt the Lord's and Hraels Enemies, 


| he does the contrary, fights againſt the 


Lord and his Servant Peavid : Quickly af- 
ter, his Sin finds him out, and the Phil;- 
ines drove Saul into Straits, and being 
there, he ſought. for Death from another's 
hands, and obtains it not: his own hand 
ſhall do him that favour, and ſo he is his 
own Executione. LS 


4 
[- Government, which is too heavy 
for him, he puts off from himſelf, laying 

255 ts „ 


Ge hath overtaken Samuel, and his 


Ip * * 1 x 3 8 
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Part I. of Iſrael and Judah.. 3 
the weight thereof on his Sons Shoulders, 


matter. 
I was indeed their King before, and it 


* 


Joel and Abiab, who judged the People at 
Berſheba, the very utmoſt. City towards 
the South of Fudea. The place was in- 
convenient and very remote; ſo were 
theſe two Brothers, no leſs removed from 
the Juſtice and Virtue of their Father 
They. turned aſide after Tucre and took Bribes. 
He that opens his hand to a Bribe once, 
ſeldom ſhuts it afterwards : for the thirſt 


of Covetouſacls, the more it ſwalloweth, 
the more it deſireth. They ſet the Law at 


a Price, and ſold Judgment and Juſtice to 


e buſt Chapruen, This Injuſtice in their 


Judges makes the Elders of Hrael * 
neſt with Samuel to give them a King: 


And ſo importunate they are, that they 


are reſolved upon it, and will have no de- 
nial. Gop purpoſed to raiſe up a King 
© to his People, but the People out- pace 
©Gon, they will have a King when they 
* pleaſe. The Requeſt is put up to Sami 


el, 
with much importunity; he enquires of 


his Oracle, asketh the Lord's Mind in this 
The Lord reſolves him ſaying; 


© was well with them; _ They bave. rejected 
© Me, and not thee, that I ſhould not reign 


over them: now therefore hearken to 
© their Voice, but tell them moreover the 
manner of their King, he will know him- 


B 2 T ſelf 


The Lines of the K IN, as. 


6 > to be King, and then think ho may 
4 do What he liſteth. 5 
The People muſt know this, then per- 
5255 they will underſtand, that ever to 
© be the beſt kind of Government, which 
v © God appoints; and that, if-the Govern- 
ment be heavy, it is but- meet for their 
* Necks, and becauſe their Iniquity is hea- 
4 vy upon them, whereof they ſtand 
charged. 3 8 $1 | 
Samuel ats according to bis Charge; 
ſpeaks 1 unto the People i In the ſame words: 
And they, HRC themlelyes, turned a deaf 
Far. The People will not be denied: As 
before, ſo bs, mi ht Have a God of tneir 
own chaſing a 70 foon as they pleaſed; 
if it were 7 N they cared not: T hey 
were as indifferent about their King, give 
them a King, 'that they may be like the 
Nations, and then they were well enough; | 
for the manner of their King, no matter 
at all for that. Samuel heating the People 
ſay ſo, took à Vial of Oil and poured it 
upon Sauls Head, and ſaid, The Lord hath 
anointed thee to be Captain over his Inberitance. 
Then ſhortly after having well rebuked 


and diſciplined the People, he ſhews them 


their King openly. Then Samuel told the 
People the Lam and Statutes, of the King- 
dom, and wrote it in a Book, and laid it up 
before the Lord, ſo diſmifſed che People; 

"OG 
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art I. of Tſrael aud Jndah; 5 


{and they whoſe Hearts & O D had touched, 


wt 


' went home, with their Ring: others, but 


they were Children of Belial, deſpiſed him, 


_ 'faying,. © This is a King indeed, as little 


Help can be expected from him, as from 
© one of us; Shall this man ſave us? Saul 
was ſo wiſe to hold his Peace at that time, 
took no notice of their Contempt. Then 


Nabaſh the Ammonite came up and encamp- 


ed agginſt Fabefb Gilead; the People there 
fall preſently upon Propoſitions for Peace. 
Mate a Covenant with us, lay they, and we 
will ferve thee. To which the Ammonite 
agreed, but upon this condition, that T 
may thruſt out all your Right-Eyes. Hard 
Terms indeed! The Ammonite was per- 


| fuaded, No doubt, of an Advanta ge ſu 2 5 | 


ficient againſt 7/7ae]: For, Fir, He knew 
that many of the Hraelites did not willing 
ly ſubmit to their new King. Secondly, He 
remembred that the Philiſtines had not 
long before lain Thirty-four Thouſand 
of their Men. Beſides, he had uſed great 
Diligence that the 7/raelires ſnould have 
no Smiths. to make them Swords and 


| Spears. Theſe Proſpects made the Am- 
monite ſo proud in his Demands, he will 
have their Eyes, 


and their Righr-Eyet. 


Which would lay a Reproach upon 1/- 
rael, and utterly. diſenable them for the 


B 3 


War. Ws 1 * F * 
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Better 


—_ 


Better a juſt War than a diſhonourable 
Peace: Gold may be bought too dear, 
ſo may Peace. Had Jrael given their 
Rigbi- Eyes for Peace, the) had done then, 
as ſome would do now, purchaſe Peace 
with the loſs of Faith and a good Conſcience. 
Saul obſerves the People weeping, en- 
quires the Reaſon; and underftands it 
was, becauſe the Ammonite had made 
ſuch a Propoſition; and the Spirit of, GOT 
came upon Saul, and bit Anger was kindled 
greatly; and, that his Indignation might ap- 
ear, he hews his Oxen in preces ;. ſummons 
all his People, thereby aſſuring them, their 
SOyxen ſhall be ſerved ſo too, if they do not, 
every Man of them, fit for War, and make 
cheir Appearance preſentiy; The Fear of the 
Lord fell on the People, and they came aut with 
ane Conſent: And ſo the War began, and 
was quickly ended, for this unreaſonable 
Demand put Courage into the King and 
People; Saul ſet his Army in array, then 
he put the People in three Companies, and they, 
came into the midſt of tbe Hoſt in the morn- | 
ing Watch, and ſlew the Ammonites until the 
beat of the Day. And they that remained 
of the Enemies, were ſo ſcattered, that 
they were not lef: 1 of them together. 
At this the People were well pleaſed 
with Saul, for they judge of Perſons and 
Things by the iſſue and ſucceſs; we have 
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le a valiant King, ſaid they, and who are | 


they that ſpoke ſo contemptuouſly of 


4 \ him? Bring the Men that we may put them 
en, | #7? Death... And Saul ſaid, there ſhall not a 
ace # Man be put 0 Death this Day: | for to Day 
R the Lord hath wrought Salvation for Hrael. 

48 All this while Saul proſpers, tor Samuel, 
it 2 good Man, and well experienced in 


Government, does all he can to render 
Saul proſperous and confirmed in his 
Kingdom: And according to Samuel's 

Advice, King and People went down to 
Gilgal, and made Saul King before the 

Lord there; and there they ſacrificed 
* Sacrifices of Peace- Offerings before the 
4 LO and there Saul and all the Men of 
7 Vrael rejoiced greatly, 
wa ll © (tot en he Third Time is acknow- 


0d ledged Ning having Reigned π⁷] o Tears 


ble ver Hael, ſtrengthened himſelf with a 
nd | Guard of Three Thouſand Choſen Men, 
„of which he aſſigned a Thouſand to at- 


a tend upon his Son Jonathan. Fonatban 
they, — 28 * . 2 2 n 
e With $i. ſmall Regiment ſur pr izeth a 


8 Gariſon of the Philitines, ſmites them, 
| E. 0 A 2 8 2 

ned but by that he did but enrage the Ene- 
| my: For preſently the Phikifines aſſem- 

I $ bled Thirty Thouſand Chariots, and Six 

A Thouſand Horſemen, and People as the 

\1 8 Sands in Multitude, and ſo invade Fades. 

ave & And,. Mas the Time when Saul ſhould 

I x$- 5 B 4 have 
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mand. And this Saul ſeems to do, and 
but ſeems, for being appointed to at- 
tend the Coming of Samuel Seven Days, he 


that was ſpent too; and then, ſeeing Sa- 
muel came not, and how the Caſe ſtood 


* Breach upon his Conſcience firſt, then 
upon Gop's Command, and an Intruſi- 
on upon Samuel's Office, and offered 4 

* Burnt-Offering. - Samuel comes in the nick 
of Time, while Sau] was upon this Holy 
Work with his Unholy 


= helped him not. © No Excuſe will ſerve 


-© vant. * 
Charge of the Lord to obferve and do it, 

. muſt hear the Judgment of the Lord de- 
nounced by the ſame Mouth, Thon bat 
doe © fooliſhly ; Thou haſt not kept the 
Commandment of the Lord, therefore 
thou ſhalt not keep thy Kingdom. Thou 
wouldeſt not eſtabliſn thy ſelf in the 
Power and Might of the Lord, therefore 
the Kingdom ſhall not be eſtabliſhed 
with — The Lord hath ſought him a 


the Kingdom of Tre ſhall-he 


i 


for ever. | TI 


. 


— 
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have cleavd faſt to Go p and his Com- 


did attend till the laſt, and till part of 


with him, he forced himſelf, made a 


Hands; heard 
Saul's Excuſe and Plea for himſelf, which 


© nor plead our not obſervance of Gos 
Co Command from the Mouth of his Ser- 
He that would not hear this. 


kN oe mg x mg 


Man after his own Heart, to whoſe Seed 


{ 


| inſtead of Enemies. 
_ 8 Trembling in the Hoſt and in the Field, and 
among all the People: All trembled, for it was 
3 2 very great Trembling; and the Earth 
7 quaked roo, and the Multitude melted a- 
way, and they went on beating down one an- 


Part I. of Iſrael and Judah. 8 9 
- | | While the State of iel ſtood in theſe 
hard Terms, and the Philiſtines full of 


Hope, "that having parted their Army in- 
to Three Troops, they might ſpoil and 
deſtroy many Parts at once. Fonathan 
ſtrengthned by Gop, and followed with 
Ins Eſquire only, ſcaled a Mountain, 
whereupon a Company of Philiftines 


were lodged, (the reſt of their Army 
being encamped in the Plain adjoining) 


and fell upon the Adverſary; and the 
Enemies fell before Fonothan; and his Ar- 
mour- beurer flew after him. This Alarum 
on the Top: of the Hill, quickly amazed 
the next Companies, then he went down 


into the Valley, cauſed ſuch a Confuſion 


there, that they ſlaughtered one another, 
There was. alſo a 


ther. It is Jonathans Confidence: What 


can hinder Gop, ſaid he? The Lord 
can do what he will do, and it may be 
that the Lord will work for us, for there 

is no reſtraint to the Lord to ſave by many or 
7 few. It is poſſible, ſaid Fonathan, that 
the Lord will work for us now; for he 
has put a Spirit of Fortitude upon us two, 
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and being ſo few now, he ſhall have all | 
the Glory: That Conſideration moves 
ſtrongly, and ſo it works; for thus it was | 
every Man's Sword Was againſt his Fel- 
low, and there wag a very great Diſcomfe- | 
ture. Moreover the. Hebrews that were 
with the Philiſtines took Advantage of 
this Deſtruction ;. ſaw. which ſide was 
ſtrongeſt, fell in there, to Saul and Jo- 
nathan, 'and ſlew of the Philiſtines great 
Numbers: And they that hid themſelves !' 
before, came out of their Holes now, 
and, hearing that the Philiftines fled, even | 
they alſo followed hard after them in 
Battle. So the Lord gave Saul a.glorious | 
Victory that Day, and he ſaw the Pro- 
pPheſy fulfilled, One did chaſe = Thouſand, | 
and Two put Ten Thouſand to flight,” Saul | 
and his People found a great Spoil, they 
might have eat and drunk thereof, and 5 
pore. raiſed Go p with the more chear- 75 
fulneſs of Heart; for indeed the Peopls 1 
wy were weary and faint, but Saul will not ff ; 
tl have it ſo; but adjures the People, ſay- „ 
| * ning, Curſed be the Man that eateth any Food | yi 
wy —&—  wniil Evening: So none of the People 5, 
my —& fed. any Food; no, though the Lord fp 
(who gave them a good Day, and gave 
them leave to be cheery and merry on 
that Day) did almoſt drop Meat into their 
Mauti, yet no Man put his Hand to his 
8 7 Mouth. 


rern, en es oe Ei. 


\, 


bad eaten freely of the Spoil : Surely. then 
„ ibere had been a greater Slaughter. Behold 
* yet a greater Miſchief; for they took 
Sbeep and Oxen and did eat them with the 
Blood. n , IS 

Saul has a way now to make amends 
** for all. And truly, were it not that we 
£ muſt judge of Actions by the Rule of 
$God's Mord and Will, we might think very 
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Mouth, for the People feared the Ozth. That | 
was well, for ſeeing they had charged 


themſelves with an Oath, and about ab- 


ſtaining from Food a few Hours, I think 


they did well not to be raſh in breaking 


of it, though it was Sauls Oath. But. 
Jonathan heard not the Charge, and ſo 
meeting with a ſweet Commodity, put 
his Hand to his Mouth and found a great 


Comfort from it. It was Honey before, but 
how ſweet it was to Jonathan now, no 


Man knows, but the hungry Soul as was 


N  Fonarhan's, who had ſcrabled up the Hill, 
„and done ſuch Exploits there; ſurely War 


ter out of a Rock had been Honey to him, 


what was this Honey to him at ſuch a 


Time! No ſooner Fonathan had taſted 


| the Honey, but he hears of his Father's 


Charge: Then ſaid Fonathan, My Father 


bath troubled the Land, for ſee what a re- 
” Rt freſbing I have had from a taſte of Honey: 


How much more, if happily the People . 


well 
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well of Sau! now, and of his Actions: 
He calls for a great Stone, that ſhall be 
an Altar: And Hen the People ſhall ſlay F « 

{ 


the Sheep before the Lord and him, then 
Saul will purſue the Enemy; but ſaid the 
Prieſt, let us draw nearer hither unto GOD, 
to enquire. of bim. But he anſwered' bim 
not that Day, If thou art in earneſt, and 
doſt expect, that Gop ſhall anſwer thee, 
thou muſt not then go thine own way, 
but. after Gop's Word and Will: Saul had 
done that Day as his own Counſel ſug- 
geſted ;- then he asked Counſel of Gop, 
But Gop anſwered bim not that Day 
Vet Saul goes on, asketh: Counſel 
when che pleaſeth, and when he pleaſeth 
forbeareth: He had taken an Oath of 
the People, he ſhould have asked Coun- 
ſel before, and then he had not done 
it; but now it was done, he might have 
adviſed whether he ſhould now do as he 
Had ſworn ; though indeed I may adviſe | 
about the breaking of an Oath taken raſu- 
ly : But no Advice muſt be taken about the 
breaking of an Oath which I have taken 
wickedly. Saul adviſeth neither before 
nor after, but ſweareth again, That as 
be had ſworn ſb he would do, put that 
1 Man to Death that had eaten that Day; 
and ſo finds him out that had done it, 
and it was his Son Fenatbhan; and though 
i * 157 K 5 it. 


part I. of Iſrael and Judah. 'r3 |} 
ions: it was even he, yet: ſince he chad taſted 
11 be Honey, he muſt taſte of Death too. I 
flay did but caſte a little Honey, and'lo-7muft 
then. die, ſaid Fonatban. Yes, anſwered Saul, 
that thou ſhalt; GOD do ſo and more alſo, 
pr thou ſhalt ſurely die, Fonatham' What! 
Fonat ban die? ſaid the People; he who 
hath wrought this great Salvation in V 
rael ? God: forbid'! As tbe Lord liveth there 
= ſhall net an Hair of his Head fall to the 
Ground, for be hath wrought with GOD this _ 
Day; ſo the People reſcued Fonathan that he 
died not: ; | 
As Servant muſt: not obey his Maſter to 
the Prejudice of his Mafter ; he muſt not 
obey his Maſter againſt his Maſter, his 
ſudden Will againſt his deliberate Will. 
And truly it appears from the Text, that . 
as the People . Plea for Fonathan was the 
ſame which Jonathan uſed for David; fo 


well or better pleaſed with it. Certain it 
is, Saul was then much encouraged; then 
he ceaſed from following the Philifines, 
and fought: againſt all his Enemies on ever 
fide, and'whitherſoever. he turned bimfelf} he 
wexed them: But he bent the ſtrength of 
his Battle againſt” the Amalekites, ſmote 
tbem and delivered Iſrael out off their Hands; 
yet ſo, as he ſtrengthned himſelf ſtill as 
gainſt the Philiſtines, with whom "— | 
OTF | 1 Ire 


Saul better bethinking himſelf, was as 
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fore Mur all his Days; and when Saul ſaw a- 


im unto bim. But ye, 
Saul muſt not leave the Amalelites ſo; 
he had ſmote them, and delivered Vrael 
out of their Hands; but that is not e- 


nough againſt Amaleck, an old ſubtil Ad- 


verſary, and Gop remembers him of | 


old, how zreacherouſly he dealt with his 


People, walking along the Way, doin 


no Hurt, theſe poor People Amale 


ſmote, even all that were feeble, wien 
they were faint and weary he [mote them. 


No this comes into Remembrance with 


the Lord, for the Debts of Cruelty are ne- 


ver forgot, they ſhall be repayed, and 
with great Advantage. Saul ſtands char 
ged with this Revenge, he mult execute 
this Vengeance; he muſt waſh the 
Church's Feet in the Blood of theſe ſlain: 
Gop has provided him a mighty Army 
now for this very End, for the Executi- 
on of this Vengeance; he numbers his 
Hoſt. finds them to be no leſs than 7wo 
Hundred nd Ten Thouſand Fighting Men: 


And now he muſt pour down upon the 


Church's treacherous Adverſary, the Fury 
of GOD's Anger, and the Strength of Battle. 


| Saul {mote Amaleck before; now he muſt 


deſtroy him utterly, and all that they 


have: He left Amalcek a Name before, 
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P part I. of Ifrael and Judah, 15 
now he mult blot out the Remembrance of 
i took Y Amaleck.. from under Heaven; be muſt 1268 
erget it. The Charge is as full from Samu- 
el's Mouth (and he was the Mouth of the 
Lord) as could be put into Words, and it is 
the laſt Propoſition of Peace, that Saul 
Ad- hall receive from the Lord. If he hear- 
f kens, and does accordingly, a Blefling 
his follows; if not, he ſhall hear the Curſe 
ine and feel it too; Curſed is be that deth the 


alek Work of the Lord deceirfully : And, Curſed is 
hen be that keepeth back the Sword from Bloods  * 
hem. 4 We have heard the Charge. „ 


1 The Hrael of Gon have the ſame Ad- ; 
ne- verſary now, as Ifrael had then, not inn 


Name, but in Nature the ſame; an old 


ar- Adverſary as Treacherous and as Bloody. 
ate If their Superſtition be out of Ignorance, 
the yet their Cruelty is from Malice. Iſrael 
in: © Rands charged againſt this Adverſary as 
ny | fully now, as Saul then. This I could 
the make as clear as the Sun. But becauſe I 1 
his bave no ſpace to make Parallels here, I 
ob muſt let it paſs, and take in three Things 
„ bere more eſſential to the Text, _ 
he Vir, How Saul anſwers this Charge 
” | Deceitfully. | n e 
le. _-\Secoudly, What his Defence is; Weak 
t and Fruicleſs. F 
IT birdly, How Samuel argues the Caſe, 


and at length convinceth him. | 
584 | Fir, 


a . 
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Firſt, Saul heard Samuel in all this, but 
His Heart went his own way; he did not 
obey, or if he obeyed it was by halves, 
and an half Obedience in Gos Account 


is none at all; he did not obey indeed, as 


the Expreſſion is often; he did not follow 

the Command fully; he utterly deſtroyed of 
the People with-the edge "of *the" Sword, and 
© every Thing that was Vile and Refuſe, that 


They deſtroyed utterly: But the bel, and al | 


that was good, he would not urterly deſtroy. 
Nay, the chiefeſt Head of all he ſpareth, 
that Jelicate Perſon the King, him he ſpa- - 


red, 'whoſe Sword had made fo many Nomen 
Silaleſe, him he ſpared, he would not 


{mice him with the Sword, he was- too 
precious in S uls Eyes, being King; 
and the more vile in Samuels Eyes, as aps 


| 3 . pears afterwards, for he hewed Agag in 
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veces before the Lord in Gilgal. Sau ſpared 
him and the Fatlings, 25 we heard; Thus 


Saul halves out his Duty, and his Obedi- 
once is in Gop's Account, as his Execu- 
tion upon Amaleck, Vile and Refuſe. 


Secondly, And we will take Saul's De- 


fence, and Samue!'s arguing againſt it al- 


together. Saul has done fo contrary, as 


we heard, and yet he thought in his Con- 
ſcience, that he had done very well, and 


o he pleads for himſelf, and Samuel a- 


gainſt him And a great while it is-be- 


« 


_ 1 


- ET 
faith Samuel, the Charge was given to thee x 
it is not conſiderable what the People do 

in ſuch a plain Caſe, when thou mu little 
 waſt bos not made the Head of the Tribes? 
© The Head, and that fees for the Body, 

| * and hears for the Body, and leads on for 
© the Body: The Head has all the admi- 
rable Pieces and Powers within and 
without, feated there, as in a Watch- 
Tower, for that very End, that the Bo- 
dy receive no detriment for want of 
© ſound Counſel and Direction: If the 
Head go aright, the Body cannot go 


erl. incl and lub. 7 


fore Samuel! can convince Saul, that in 


ſparing the Enemies of the Eord, he has 
committed a Sin, which is as be Sin of 
Witchcraft. We muſt hear his Plea; this 
he ſays firſt, De People ſpared, & c. Samuel 
fits him there; a Ruler's Plea has not half 


the Scrength he thinks it has; this Excuſe 


will aggravate his Fault. The People pa- 
ald Saul, No, thou didſt fpare,, 


© wrong ; if it do go crookedly the Head 


„can quickly rectify it, if it can do its 
© Office, The People are like Sh 


. they 
. it- 


cannot lead, but they will fol 


Hollows, The Lord anointed thee King over © 
Hrael. Then thou muſt not tell me 
what the People did, that they ſpared; 
thou haſt ſpared; thine Eye hath pitied 
him; when it had been Mercy — to 
e | og | 8 ave 
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Shave ſhown no pity. Let me tell my | be 
Thoughts here, and how I was miſtaken; | 70 
I thought Sæu could do no Wrong, for | 
he was King; but clear it is, as the Sun, fi 
'© that Wrong he did; and that all the | a 
Blame of that Wrong is charged upon | n 
© him. * Why? Becauſe he was Head o- & 
ver the People, their King. 


11 

But Saul is not convinced yet, no not | © 
with all this. See! when the Conſcience | ] 
zs hardned in its own way, how hard a « 
Matter is it to make it ſenſible! Has San! t 
done Wrong! Hear him what he ſays, | : 
Tea, I baue obeyed the Voice of, the Lord, and' | 
have gone the Way which the Lord ſent mm. 
1h I took Agag alive, and have kept him a- 
lie, here he is, do with him what thou 
1 ⁊ pleaſeſt; he is King, and I thought fit 
cdWto ſpare him; as for his People, they are 
.* / Fi utterly deſtroyed. True it is the fat Sheep 
48 © and Oren, thofe chief Things ſhould 
have been deſtroyed too, for that was 
=_— * thy Charge: But the People reſerved 
. thoſe chief Things for excellent Purpoſe, 
1 To | ſacrifice unto the Lord GOD, As ſpeci- 

ous aPretence as could be: Though Saul 

| was lame in his Obedience, as all Men 

| | are, nay, he was infinitely ſhort here, 
Vet his Heart was ſound to Gop-ward, 

| and toward his Religion, as hearty a Soul 
as Was in the World, he-had-reſerved — 
Teri EL ds eſt 


Ke 
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II my] peſt Things. What to do? To ſacrifice un- 
ken: ;o the Lord thy GOD. : 


for 


Sun, | fice before the Lord, the Great Gop, 
the | and art a Rebel before him! Wilt thou 
pon: | make a ſhew to come up to the Lord with 
d o- | the Sacrifice in thy Hand, and yet walkeſt 
I every Step contrary to his Command! 
not Tell me, Did the Lord, or I from his 
ace Mouth, ſpeak a word unto thee of a Sa- 
rda | crifice? Thy Conſcience is Witneſs, that 
Saul | the Lord ſaid, Ohey My Voice. He loaths 
ays,. | a Sacrifice from chat Hand which acted 
and contrary to his Mouth. _ 13 
Saul is now as a dumb Man, and ſpeaks 
n a- | Hot, but hearkens when he ſhall hear a 
hou | Word, of Comfort; alas! never. If he 
It had hearkened before, he might have 
%. | heard a Bleſſing, now he muſt hear the 
Yep | Curſe, which ill follows a deceirful Work; 
uld Becauſe thou haſt rejected the Word of the 
vas Lord, be hath rejected thy Sacrifice. He hath 
ed 4lſo rejected thee from being King. . That 
ſe, | went to his Heart, the Puniſhment of his 
& | Sin, the rejection from his Kingdom, 
aul He is touched there in the tendereſt part, 
en and that opens his Mouth to Confeſſion, 
, and that is full now and ingenuous. In- 
d, deed I'bave ſinned, &c. He prays Samuel 
ul - to pardon, his Sin; Samuel cannot: Then 600 
ee | rerurn again with bim; Samael will not: 


Says Samuel, Speakeſt thou of a Sacri- 


certain, as Samuel was turning about to 


8 pes . = I 25 jk” 4 7 ; 1 A 3 8 J I 'Y 
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And he gives him his Reaſon, puts it upon 


the File for Everlaſting Record; Thou haſf 
TejeFed (my Word) the Word of the Lord: 
1 will not return with thee,, who haſt enter- 
tained me with a Complement. all this 
while, not regarding my Word, though 


. the Word of the Lord. And that all the 


World may know, how dangerous a thing 
it is to reject this Word, Samuel adds what 
Saul muſt hear the ſecond time, and the 


third time, and all that follow) after him 
for it is written for the Generations to 


come; Thou haſt caſt Gop's Word be- 


hbind thy Back, Gon will caſt thee from 
ch Royal Eftate ; Gop bath rejeffed bes 
Fm being Ring over Iffael. And it 1 
43 


ewice repeated in this place, becauſe it 
g0 away, Sal holds. him by the Skirt, 
(ſo deſirous he was of the Prophet's Stay 
with him, and to have a comfortable 

Word from him ;) and he held him fo, faſt, 
that he rent the Prophet's Mantle, upon 
which Samuel anſwers, Thou haſt rent my 


Mantle, the Lord hath rent the Kingdom of; 


Iſrael from thee this Day, and bath given it to 
4 Neighbour of thine, that is better than thou. 


Samuel could not give Saul a Word of 


Comfort, Sauls Time is paſt, his Seaſon 
over. Samuel had ſpoken to him many 


Words for his Direction, he would not 
— *. 4 : | * ; 258 5 3 L : . re- 
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Hear it he will Bill ue. 
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regard them; now he ſhall not haue one 
Word of Comfort. While the Angel of 


© Gop, his Spirit, or his Prophets in his 
© Name, are with us, let us take care Thar 


me obey their Voice and provoke them not; if 


* wedo, they will departfrom us, and then 
© wo unto us, we ſhall hear heavy News 


Execution upon Agag, he left Saul, and 


Saw him no wore. Tndeed it was a fad caſe, 
and ponder it well all we that forget 
Gov, and reje& dis Word; for if ſo, the 


next News we 'muft look to hear, is, a 
rejection from the Kingdom: And if it 
were fun out © 


Ja caſting out from that Kingdom which 


ſhall never be taken away: But as Saul 


| was rejected ſo ſhall we be, if we walk - 
as he did. The Lord's next Words are, 

Fill chine Horn with Oyl and anoint him whom 

7 have provided, a Man after mine own 


Heart. The Prophet ſtartled at this, goes 

A little backward, (for the beſt Prophec 

en ever was in the World, ha his In- 
rmities;) How can Ig fas he? If Sa 

bear it be will Lil we. * Do 2s I bid RY 

lays the T.ord, go the Way I ſer thee, 


* 18 * 


and be not afraid of a Man; do thy 


Puty, go as I bid thee, and fear not. 
Samuel obeys, and David deſign d to the 


King- 


- 
by * F 
2 


«=. num out or A Kingdom only, the 
News would be more tolerable, . but it is 


* I * * 
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Kingdom before, is now anointed with 


freſh Oil; he is not King yet, he muſt 
go as every true Hraelite to his Crown. 
Saul is in his Throne now, and having 


turned his Back againſt the Lord, the Phi- 
liſtines turn their Faces upon him : Their 


late Diſaſters they impute to Second Cauy 
ſes,toa Chance, a miſtaken Alarum, where- 
by their Army, poſſeſſed with x Panick 
Fear, had been defeated. They muſtered 


their Army again, and encamped them- 


ſelves ſo near Sauls Army, that they muſt 
try it out in a Battle. But yet, to fave 
ſhedding much Blaod, uy ould A-cjde 
the. Matter by ſingle Combat; and out 


| eps Goliab, a mighty Man, that feared 


neither Go p nor Man; he undertakes to 


defie the whole Hoſt of Jrael, provokes 


them with deſpightful Words, and blaſ- 
pheni'd. the Living Gop. David heard 


_ all, for he was come up to. the Holt to | 
= _ /:e there, in the Pride and Naughtineſs 


pk ais Heart: Said his Brother, © Thou 
© Prouldeſt be with thy Sheep 3 what makeſt 
© thou here? He came down to enquire 


of their Welfare in ie dangerous Time; 


and he brought them Bread, that might 
have appeas d a Brother, for that was his 
Errand from their Father: But Gor had 
another Buſineſs for David to do; now 
he ſhall make a famous Entrance into 


pub- | 


* 


the Lord cargied to the Philiſtines 


Part I. of Iſrael and Judah. 23 
publick Notice of the People: And ſo 
David ſtands out, notwithſtanding all 
Diſcouragement he will encounter with 
Goliab, for he remembred what Gop had 


done for him, he had flain a Lyon and a 
Bear, which both roſe up againſt him, but 
he pluck'd them down and laid them both 


low. Did Davids Hand gain this Deli- 
verance? No, Gop gave him this Victory 
4 little before, (as an Experiment, that 
David might truſt him now. So he puts 


himſelf ip a poſture of Offence, and buc- 


kles his Armour about him, and thus he 
'ſpake to Saul, Let no Man's Heart fail 
becauſe of this Pbiliſtine; thy Servant will 


go and fight with him: Then read the Rea- 


ſonings betwixt Saul and David, David 


| anſwers all with zn Experience of G O D's 


good Hand with him. To which Saul at 

Tage replies, Go, and the Lord be witb 
thee; but go like a Warrior in compleat 
Armour, take mine; which David did: 


But he could not go in it. No Armour 


will fit David but the Armour of Gop's 
-own' appointing, and that he had provi- 
ded before: And being well girt with that, 
he took 'a Staff in his Hand, and ſome 
fmooth Stones out of the Brook; and 
when the Philiſtine thought verily to ſwal- 
low David up, he darted a Stone, which 
Fore- 
head, 


9 
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head, and made it /in therein, and down || 8 

he falls upon his Face to the Earth. Then , 

David ran to him, and, having n Sword || al 

| zn his Hand, drew out the Philiſtine's Sword A 
And therewith cut off his Head. . J 
4 Now we muſt turn back, and look over || 
all this again for mighty Reaſons ; for, | e& 


as David's ſlaying the Lyon and the "Beg! D 
made him copfideuc 55 ſhould ſerve the; | 1; 


Giant & too: So David's Victory over || y 
_ @onab then, gives the Church aſſured | + 
Confidence for ever. We muſt then be- 7 


hold theſe two Warriors; the diſadvan- Ji. 
tage in their Perſons, their Armour and 


Weapons, all which make the Victory Ie 
more glorious, and tell us plainly, Thar it b. 
It of mighty Concernment to the Church for | ac 
ever. . 
3 Combatants are, Goliah a Giant, 2 
Man of War from his Youth 4 and David. Io 
but a Wuth, a Stripling.. 2. Their Ar- | 
mour: T here is no Compariſon there; 
but read, I pray you, how Goliab is furni- 7 
ſhed; when the Church reads it and well fo 
conſiders on it, then they.think they ſhall 3 
© never fear their Adverfaries any more. m 
Thus you read, An Helmet of Braſs upon bis ca 
Head; 4 Coat of Mail about bis Body; Greaves || ,, 
of Braſs upon his Legs ; and a Target of Braſs | 
between his Sher. 3. The Weapons, 
as unequal too 3. Goliah had a Sword, anda fn. 


e $i 3 Spear 
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Spear; and a Man carrying his Shield 
before him; David is his own Man, and 
able to carry his Armour himſelf, for his 
Armour is but a Staff, a Sling, a Scrip, 
and a few ſmooth Stone,: There were 41 

the Diſadvantages in ſight; and whoſo- 
ever walked by ſight would have diſdained 
David as Goliah did, and have given G- 
liab the Victory before they fought. And 
yet there were thoſe Advantages oh Da- 
vid's Side, that it was not poſſible but 
David muſt have the Victory; for G 
liah was a Philiſtine; David an Vraelite: 


Goliah hated of GoD; David was beloved; 


for the Diſproportion -otherwile, in the 
bulkineſs of the Body, &c. that is of no 
account; Goodneſs is a better Safeguard 
than Greatneſs : No matter how big the 
Church's Adverſary is, or how ſtern he 
looks, tho' a Man of Might and of War, 
and has a face hike a Hon; He is as weak 

a water; and as à Dove without an Heart, 
That hath Provoked GOD. Go on, and 

fear not, for this was written for the Ge- 
nerations to come. None of that Ar- 


mour beforementioned is of proof; it 
cannot keep off the Vengeance of the Al- 
mighty. Goliah ſtretched forth his hand 
againſt Go p, and ſtrengthned himſelf 


againſt the Almigbty. Then his Armour 


ſhall do him no good ; The Lord Will 1 


GC „5 


j | | | | 
: 

| | 

= 


28 The Lives of the KiNGs 


upon him, even on his Neck, upon the thick 


B:ſſes of his Bucklers. | 2 
Object. But David ſeems to be a naked 
Man. Rp 


+ Anſw. True, he ſeemed to be ſo, but 


he was in compleat Armour from the 
Head to the Foot. The Lord was his 
Defence, his Shield and Buckler.. 

What is a Sword and Spear? Vain 
Things, and ſo is he that formed them; 


theſe ſhall not proſper againſt David: 
But are not theſe Inſtruments as like to 


proſper in Galiab's Hand, as a Sling and 
a Stone in David's Hand? No, this 


Stone and this Sling muſt proſper, for 


it muſt do Execution upon GODS Ene- 
mies; and, becauſe theſe are unlikely 
things, therefore more likely to proſper. 
Gop will do the greateſt Matters by 
the ſmalleſt Inſtruments, chat he may have 
.all the Glory. Surely the Lord will con- 
found the Enemies of his Church by 
Means and Ways very improbable and 
unlikely: We cannot tell, for perhaps it 
Means the Lord will uſe in confound- 

ing the Pride of his Adverſaries; but 

thus we have heard and ſeen, and fo we 
read, fooliſh Thir gs ſhall confound the 

* wiſe ; weak Things the Things which 
* are mighty ; baſe Things, and Things 

. that 


K A 


SST SO ct wOthſWaAA we 


never came into our Thoughts, What 


will Gop help 


* 4 F e 
N 7 : 
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that are deſpiſed, hath Gov choſen; 


and Things which are not, to bring to 
naught Things that are; and all this that 
no Fleſh ſhould glory in his Preſence. 

We muſt obſerve the manner how 
theſe Soldiers addreſs themſelves to the 
Battle. Goliah marched on like a Phili- 


| ſtine, curſing David as he went; David 


went on with Bleſſings in his Mouth. 
Goliah maketh toward David in his own 
Strength, and the Strength of his Gods; 
David goeth againſt him, not in his 
own Strength, but-in che Name of the 
Lord of Hofts, and the God of the Ar- 
mies of Trael, whom thou haſt defied : And 
them who have curſed 
his Children, blaſphemed his Name, 
and defied his Hoſt ? certainly GOD 


will deſtroy them utterly: And this was 


David's Confidence, he truſted in Goo 
He will never deceive that T ruſt; he 
went on in the Name of the Lord of 
Hoſts, and it was not poſſible chen he 
ſhould return aſhamed. 

We find, that after this Victory, Saul 
enquires after Dawid, and takes fuch no- 
tice of him that he eyed him continu- 
ally, from that Day forward; and he 
bends all the force of his Malice a- 
guinſt David. How David defended 


himſelf, and how juſtly, will be en- 


-£ | quired 
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guired into in a fitter place. Saul did 
ſeek the Life of Dawid, from that very 
Day he had the Victory over Goliab, in 
which bloody Mind he continued till 


de died. 

We will then turn over, and look 
upon bim in the Power of the Enemy, 
and in the Hands of Death, and hear 


him what he ſaith, for there we may 
gather a good Leſſon. We read, When 
© Saul ſaw the Holt of the Philiſfines his 


Heart greatly trembled. What ſhould he 


do now? Let him go to the Prophet; 


that he cannot do, for the Prophet is 


dead; there are other Ways to be ta- 
ken, and whereby to know G.o D's 
Mind, and other Prophets alſo, if not, 


let him enquire of the Lord ; ſo he docs: 
Saul enquired of the, Lord "a 0 Anſwer 

2:-w ; the Lord had anſwered him fully 
5 plainly, what his Will and Plea- 
ſure was; Saul hearkened not, for he 
| obeyed not: Now he asks again and a- 
gain, all in vain; he that would not 
hearken when he might, ſhall en- 
quire now and have no Anſwer; Saul 
enquired of the Lord, the Lord anfovered 
him not, neither by e vor by Urim, 
ror by Prophets: What will he do now 2 
He is ceſolved to enquire of the Devil, 


10 ie What he will lay, That Man is 


in 
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in Straits indeed, who expects Enlarge- 
ment from the Devil; But obſerve his 


Complaint that he puts up to the De- 


vil, I am ſore diſtreſſed; the Philiſtines 
make Mar againſt me, tlie Moabites, tha 


 Ammonites, Amalekites, the Arabians, als 


moſt all the World warred againſt [/raely 
therefore the Trouble was not in thats. 
but here was the fore Affliction, Gow: , 
is departed from me, the Glory is gone; 


The ſaddeſt Complaint that ever was. 


heard! Conſtder well and 'you will ſay 
ſo. Suppoſe the Adverſary entring the 
Doors, treading upon the Man's Heels, 
Pangs are come upon him; the Paint 
as of a Woman in Travail; his Soul is 
upon his Lips, he is entring into the 
Chambers of Dea h, and his Caſe is the 
ſame with Saul's here, GOD is departed” 


from him, be anſwers him not. Certainly; 


neither Tears, nor Sighs, nor Sobbs, 
oan point out this Man's Complaint - 
the grievouſneſs of this Caſe cxceeds alk 
Compariſon- And this was Saul's Caſe: 
then, that it may not be our Caſe anon; 
let us conſider with all our Hearts, ha 
equal and juſt it was; that Go ſhould- 
leave Saul at this Time, and afford him 
no Anſwer. Gop was with Saul, pro- 
ſpered him exceedingly, gave him glo- 


rious Victories, Saul was not aware of 
249 


we Es all 


Was; Saul rejected it, now Go p departs 
from him, and. Ach him no more: A 
Man will drive hard for Comfort at 
ſuch a time, but he will miſtake his Way 
as Saul did, goes for the Living to the 
Dead; nay worſe, from Gop to the 
Devil, he ſeeks Anſwer there at the 
| Devil's Oracle. And behold worſe and 


worſe, Saul cannot endure to hear it, 


bur falls ſtraitway all along on the Earth, 
When he fought, Counſel of Gop, he 
was always . Victorious; now that he 


ſous ght Counſel from the Oracle of the 


Devil, this was the Anſwer, © Who can 
_ © be cy Friend, now Gop is thine: E- 
© nemy ? Thou didſt not execute the 
Fierce Wrath" of the Lord upon Amaleck; 
therefore muſt that Wrath be executed 
upon thee; apd to morrow ſhalt thou 
and thy Sons be with me, Cc. And 


it was, for it follows, that both Him- 


2 ſelf, and his Three Sons, with his neareſt 
and faithful Servants, were all flaugh- 
tered by the Philiſtines: His Body, — 
the Bodies of his Sons, were hung over, 
the Walls of Bethſan; and there had re- 
mained, till they had found Burial ia the 
Bowels of ravenous Birds, had not the 
„ Gilaadite WF their Carcaſes: 
| "wi 
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all this; Gop anſwered him again and 
again, told him what his expreſs, Will | | 
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' thence, and Interred them. This was- 
the End of Saul; ſuch as might tell all 
the World, that now the Blood of Gop's: 


Prieſts, which Saul. ſhed, and of David,. 
which he would have ſhed, was required. 
Let us note it more particularly; What. 


was his End? Very deſperate. The Bat- 


tle went ſore againſt him, and he was 
fore wounded of the Archers. Then he. 


faid unto his Armour-bearer,' Draw thy 


Sword and thruFft me through therewith ; his 
Armour-bearer refuſed : Did he well in 
diſobeying? Yes, for he diſobeyed the 
deſperate Will of Saul; which a Man 
may do, and yet do the greateſt Right 
and Juſtice to the King; yes, though he 
had held Saul from falling upon his own- 
Sword, and ſo reſtrained him from be- 
ing a Self-Murtherer. But Saul was left 

to himſelf, and fo he died; he rook a 
Sword and fell upon it. A deſperate Exe- 
cution! He was an Enemy to good Men 


while he lived, and now he died, he is 


an Enemy. to himſelf. He lived and di- 
ed a Murtherer, he fell upon his own 


Sword, and ſo he died. His Burial we 
read before; his Life, Death and Burial, 
all three well agree together; the great=- 


eſt Part of his Life was ſpent in purſu- 
ance of Gop's Friend; the laſt Act of his 
N C4 - Ro 
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- Eife was Violence upon himſelf, from his 
own Hand. He had driven Dawid from 
abiding in, the Inheritance of the Lord: 
Saul's Head was taken off, and his Body 
expoſed to the Weather, faſtened to a Wall, 
no more accounted of, than a: deſpiſed- 
broken Idol, or a Veſſel wherein is. no Pleaſure, 
Saul had ſlain the Chief Prieft, and had 
mitten their City with the edge of the 
Sword: Now his Lot ſhall fall out unto. 
him; all Saul's Sons are ſlain, he is writs 
en a Man Childleſs to all Generations; ſome. 
of his Seed remained, but none proſpe- 
red to ſit upon the Throne, and Rule any 
more in Fudah.. So Saul died and his three 
Sens, and all bis Houſe died together, for bi- 
 Tranſpreſſion which. he committed againſt the 
Lord; even againſt the Word of the Lord, 
which he kept not, and alſo for asking Coun- 
fel of one that had a familiar Spirit, to en- 
quire of it, aud enquired not of. the Lord: 
Therefore he flew him, and turned the Ring- 
dem unto-David the Scu of Feſſe. 5 
He ſucceeds Sæul, and him, his Son 
Solomon. Solomon's Wives turned his, Heart 
from GOD, therefore the greateſt half 
of his Crown muſt be rent from his 
Head, for the greateſt part of his 
People turned from Feruſalem, but not 


My Bo me I 0) to bet 2 ba 


mn. Solomon's Days, He had many Wives, 
| 


W * 
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and almoſt half as many Concubines, 
vet but one Sen; to whom be mut 


9 


laaue all the Labour be had taken under 
the. Sun: At that Time Solomon made it 
2 Queſtion, ho knoweth 2hether he ſhall 
be- a Wiſe Man or a Fool? The Man that 
came after him, a Child in Underſtand- 
ing, reſolves that Queſtion, and puts 
it out of Doubt before all Vrael, in the 
next Chapter, 
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Reign well; for he begins. 
with Counſel, which, as ic 
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may be taken, gives. Safe- 
ry and Eſtabliſhment; but, 


though he was now forty 


Years old, yet had he not the Judgment: 
- to, diſcern Counſels, (which is the very. 


Teſt of Wiſdom in Princes and all Men. 
elſe) That thoſe arg ever beſt and ſureſt, 
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uyhbich make a Kingdom ſure to the 


King, and the King to the Kingdom, 


* by defiring him to carry himſelf fo, 


© chat he may rather be beloved chan | 
c feared. | 

Now I have again throng'd togethat 
great Matters, which concern us not a 
lictle to conſider of now: for the not con- 
fidering thereof, when time was, loſt Re- 
bohoam more than half his Kingdom. With 
Gop's leave let us lay our Heads together, 
and conſider the Petition which Al Ifrael 
put up to their King, the Juſtice and E- 


quity of it, the Counſels about i it, and the 


Determination there. or 
The Petition is about the eff ng of . Bur= © 


- dens, and Taking off rhe Woaks from ra- 

a e's Neck, the freeſt People in the World, 
© and cannot endure Yoaks, nothing that 
* tends to Servitude, Thy Father put an 

heavy Yoak upon us: He made it Grie vous, 


now therefore make our Yoak Somewhat eaſi:r, 


and we will ſerve thee, There is the Pe- 
tition. And it will appear anon to be a 
Petition of Right : Hearken firſt what is 
ſaid againſt it. 

An Unreaſonable petition, as ever 
© was heard; the People complain, and 


Would have eaſe, and cannot tell what 


© aileth them, they Were grown Wagon 


« What 


gz me Ties of theKinas | |! 
What Yoak had the Father put upon ; 
| 


their Necks ?- What, that they can call: 
*Servitude ? A grave Divine ſays, and- 
we will hear him out, none but what | 
© were Eaſy and Ingeniouss The People | 
Lare Querilous, full of Complaints ſtill, T 
© they whine and cry. for nothing. It is: 
7 granted, Gop's Houſe and the King's, 
© and other magnificent Buildings, could 
* not riſe without many a Shoulder: True, 
but not: of any 7/raelires, there were e- 
© nough- of Amorites, Hittzes, Perixites, 
4 © Hivites and Febuſites, remaining in the 
Land to eaſe the Vraelites Shoulders, and 
Stake upon them the Drudgery of theſe 
Works; the Tasks of. rael were Eaſy. || 
and Ingenuous; free from Servility, 
© free from Painfulneſs: But the Charge 
© was theirs, whoſeſdever was the La- 
e bour: The Diet of ſo endleſs a-Retinue, 
s the Attendance of his Seraglio; the | 
- © Purveyance for his Forty Thouſand Sta- 
_ © bles, the Coſt of his Sacrifices, muft 
©.needs weigh heavy: True, if ir had 
© laid on- none but his own; but Slum 
© had rich Supplies from other Countries, 
d ſo as he made Silver and Gold at plentiful 
© as Stones, and Cedars in abundance; Theſe 
dare Piſhop Halls Words, but we have 
Fnotall yet; the Reader may take leiſure 
Sto obſerve his following Words, _ 


again, not à Word has he 
| Poſe; for, to ſpeak more plainly to the 
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o lay great blame upon the People. Ile 


has ſaid. I will not ſay he has ſpoken 
like a Biſhop, in his own Senſe; but this 
I will fay, and make good, he has in all 
this ſpoken nothing to purpoſe. 


1. Nothing to purpoſe; for he has miſta- 


ken the: Time: He ſpeaks of Solomon in 
his Glory, F mean worldly Glory; I fhall 
ſpeak of Solomon in a: moſt inglorious Con- 


dition, when his Heart was turned from 


the God of Iſrael. 

2. Nothing to the purpoſe. He ſpake of 
Burdens and ſervile Works, and reftratns. 
them to the Drugery about the Temple 


and other Buildings, and calls it Drudge- 


ry : I ſhall account the-Work there to be 
honourable, and prove from Gop's Mouth 
other Services to be Drudgery indeed, 
the loweſt, the baſeſt that can be imagi- 
ned, and moſt eee, Iſrael, I ſay 
poken to pur- 


loweſt Capacity, What though no true 


Maaelite be imployed in the repairing of 


Paul's, and they that do their own Ser- 


vice there, have a full and fat Requital, 
does it therefore follow, that no Yoaks 


lie upon the Necks of: IHael? T do not 


fay what Yoaks there are, but I ſay the 


Babourers there may have their Wages 


for cheis Work; and: they that do a Kind = 


= - 4 
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at caſe,, cannot judge. of If rael's.Y oaks 


of Service there, may have a full Allow 
ance for that, and yet for all that there 
may be à grievous Servitude upon /[/rel.. 
He has not ſpoken to purpoſe ;. but he. 
has ſpoken, , 5 

3. Not a little to the Scorn f all Iſrael. 
He fays the Multitude is ever prone to- 
pick Quarrels with their Governours. 
*Fis true, they are fo, never was there 


© any Government ſo eaſy but ſome have. 


© found fault with-it: But yer he maſt not 
lay this Reproach upon Jrael, and upon: 
All Iſrael ;. 3 may complain, nay ma- 
ny, even of their Bleſſings, and account 
them Burdens, but ſurely Al Iſrael will 
not ſo do; if all complain wih one Con- 


ſent, Charity binds me not to judge raſh- 
ly here, for there might be Grievances 


— 


that he would lay them to Heart. 
Now let me add this too, (and then 1 


ang but an equal Requeſt to their King, 


will 5 on to prove) © That it is- ordinary. 
t 


with us who live in Proſperity, lightly 
© to paſs over Iſraels Yoaks ; for. we have. 
no quick Eleſh but where we are pinch- 


ed, ſenſible only. wherein we ourſelves: 


do feel. This Sympathy wich others in 
their Miſery, is a- rare Grace, ſcarce 


© found in the World. But this is the Con- 


aluſion, He that is proſperous, and liyes- 
Wich- 
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With Gop's Help I will now prove 
what I did but ſay before; That the Mag- 
nificence of Solomon's Buildings, the State 
and Glory of his Court, and the Atten- 
dance there, might be burdenſome to. 
Iſrael; might prejudice the Wealth and 


the Attendance of private Affairs; and 


if ſo, that was a Yoak to the People: 
It has been ſaid of old, © The more State 
and Pride at Court, the better Trading 
in the City, but the more Complaining 
cin the Country. x, 

I have one Reaſon ſo pregnant, 754. 
Iſrael had Yoaks upon them in the Days of So- 
lomon, that though all: the Biſhops that 
were in England, the two Archbiſhops. 


alſo, do ſay the contrary, as they have 


been bold that way, I dare ſay, no Man- 
that will read this, will believe them; 
for with G.o D's help I ſhall prove the 
contrary, and then I hope 1/rae/'s Petition 


will be cleared to be Reaſonable and Juſt: 


and every ſuch Petition ſhall be graci- 
ouſly anſwered by the King of Vrael, in 
his goed Time. But Lmuſtpremile firſt, 
Solomon had married the Daughter: of 4. 
range God; ſne brought her God* with: 
er to his Court. This God was well e- 


ſteemed by Solomon, for he Worlhipped it, 


and then it ſtole away his Heart, and 


turned it from the-Living GO D. Nay, he 


had 


3 
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had many: ſtrange Wives; and as many 


ſtrange Gods, which. they had” broughe 
'along with them, being, as the other 


were, movable and portable Thing: 
And if ſo, then we conclude, That 


when Solomon ſerved ſtrange Gods Iſrael | 
ua Yoaked - Then they did ſuch Services 


as were burdenſome to them, neither eaſy, 
ingenions nor becoming [/rae/ : Let ano- 


ther think, and ſay as he thinks, that the 


only Drudgery i is to carry Burdens for 


the Temple, which he ſays Iſrael was 
freed from; I muſt think that it is an 
Honour to an 1ſraelite to do any Work 
there, though ic be but for the removing 
or carrying out Rubbiſh' thenee, as it was 
to be a Door-keeper there: But this ſer- 
ping of Idols, humbling before them, 
the Creature before the Work of bis 
Hands, this is Drudgery indeed, a ſervile 
Work for Vrael. And 122 ſuch Servi® | 


ces were done by [rae] now, now that 
the Queens had turned away the Heart of 


A their King from the True Gop, and were 
all, King and Queens and all, abomi« 

; nable- Idolaters; then Iſrael was: Yoaked 
t farce, not Affianced but Marrieqcofirange 
Gods, now. that thein King: was jained:ro 

—_ — rag and humbled before them; unleſs - 
| we are ſo charitable to think that the King 

_ — went alone in an Idola- 


| tous. 


rere . en We 
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trous Way, and none or few of 1/rall 
with them : But that is not imaginable, 


for Kings and Queens are leading Hands, 


or as the Admiral that carries the Lant- 


Horn, all feer their Courſe after: Look 


which way they go, though never fo 
wrong, we ſhall ſee Companies blunder- 


ing on in the ſame, And all Iſrael with 
bim. Certainly then, even in Solomon's 
Days, there were Services, if not en- 
joyned, yet done by Jrael, grievous and 


burdenfome. 

Object. Yes, this might Se; but theſe 
Services are too Spiritual for the People, 
they can neither ſee them, nor feel them, 


it is not their Manner to complain of 


theſe; grant them their outward Liber- 


ties, Take off the Pak on their aus, make 


them Free-Men, free from bodily Servi- 
tude, then lay Meat before them, they wilk 


fall to like Beaſts, minding their Man- 
ger; let their King and his Queens wor- 


fhip Srook;, and Stones, and Devils, what 


eare the People? They are in Servitude 
| to none, and Meat is before them, what 
eare they? | 


Anſiv. It is true enough, ſo careleſs 
and brutiſh commonly we are; but Iſrael 
not ſo ; or if ſome, yet not all. | 


Object. But we miſtake the purpoſe of 
this Objection, which is, That Urael was a 


— 
free 
- 
% 
+ : 


* 


People under Solomon; he put no heavy 
oak upon them, no grievous Servitude. 
Ane. The Truth is, for I would car- 
ry on the Reader's Underſtanding clear 
in this Point, the Sacred Scripture is not 
expreſs here: It ſays not in theſe Words, 
That Solomon laid a grievous Yoak upon his 
People: That which is written is not ſo 


expreſs, and yet the Sacred Scripture, 1 


think is clear in this Matter. 


I would ask the Man that is beſt read 


in the Chronfftles, whether ever he read 
fuch a Things this, That the Daughters 


of Strange Godi came into a Land, brought 


their Gods with them, their Lord joy ned 


his Heart to them, and turned away from 


the Living Gad, and yet notwithſtanding 
all this, the Reader, conſulting with the 
Records of Time, finds not any Yoak 


upon the People at ſuch a Time; no Ser- 


vices done by them, but what were Eaſy 
and Ingenious. I will not truſt to my 
Reading, though this I can ſay, I have 


read the Chronicles, and this is the Reſult | 
from my reading, That when Idolatry is 
practiced in a Land, Queens ſerve Idols 


* 


and their King too. 


As Gop has given up Idolaters unto 


abominable and vile Aﬀections, fo hath 


he given them up into the Hands of their. 
Enemies, to ſerve & grievous Servitude. 


It 
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to ſee what may be collected thence by 
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It is Gop's Manner ſo, we never read it 
to be otherwiſe, that he who will enthral 


his Spirit, ſhould have his Neck brought 
under a grievous Servitude, that we may 


know what it is to depart from the Living 


Gop. Iſrael took the Daughters of Strange 
Gods to be their Wives, and ſerved their Gods; 


And the Children of Iſrael did Evil, forgat 
the Lord their God; and ſerved 2 and 
the Groves : Therefore the Anger of the Lord 


was hot. Obferve it when you will, that 
the Sons and Daughters of ſtrange Gods 


never came alone to Jrael; they came 
accompanied, choſe new Gods. And what 
followed? Then was War in the Gates, The 


New Gods brought Swords with them, and 


| T/ael could not defend themſelves. A na- 


ked People they! Was there a Spear or Shield 


found among Forty Thouſand in Ifrael ? The 

Lord help Iſrael, and deliver him from 
Strange Gods; for theſe make Hael naked, 
then they bring upon him the Sword! ; 

You never read of a Sword which the 


Strange God has brought, but you read 


[| Opprefling there, and bathing in Blood. 


Object. But this makes no Proof that 
Solomon laid an heavy Yoak upon Vrael, 
and made their Servitude grievous. ._ 

Anſw. I confeſs it does not; therefore 
we mult look better into the Sacred Text, 


ne- 


oak upon them, no grievous Servitude. 
An. The Truth is, for I would car- 
ry onthe Reader's Underſtanding clear 
in this Point, the Sacred Scripture is not 
expreſs here: It fays not in theſe Words, 
That Solomon laid a gricvous Yoak upon his 
People: That which is written is not ſo 


expreſs, and yet the Sacred Scripture, 1 


think is clear in this Matter. 


I would ask the Man that is beſt read 


in the Chro 


les, whether ever he read 
ſuch a Thin 


s this, That the Daughters 


of Strange Godi came into a Land, brought 


their Gods with them, their Lord joy ned 


his Heart to them, and turned away from 


the Living God, and yet notwithſtanding 
all this, the Reader, conſulting with the 
Records of Time, - finds not any Yoak 


upon the People at ſuch a Time; no Ser- 
vices done by them, but what were Eaſy 


and Ingenious. I will not truſt to my 
Reading, though this I can ſay, I have 


read the Chronicles, and this is the Reſult 


from my reading, That when Idolatry is 


practiced in a Land, Queens ſerve Idols 


and their King too. ; 


As Gop has given up Idolaters unto 


abominable and vile Affections, ſo hath 


he given them up into the Hands of their 
Enemies, to ſerve a grievous Servitude. 


It 
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IJfrael could not defend themſelves. 


Strange God has brought, 
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It is God's Manner ſo, we never read it 
to be otherwiſe, that he who will enthral 


his Spirit, ſhould have his Neck brought 
under a grievous Servitude, that we may 


know what it is to depart from the Living 
Gop. T1/rael took the Daughters of Strange 
Gods to be their Wives, and ſerved their Gods; 
And the Children of Iſrael did Evil, forgat 
the Lord their God ; and ſerved . and 


the Groves : Therefore the Anger of the Lord 
Obferve it. when you wall, that 


never came alone to Trae]; they came 
accompanied, choſe new Gods, And what 
followed ? Then was War in the Gates, The 
New Gods brought Swords with them, and 
A na- 
ked People they! Vas there a Spear or Shield 
found, among Forty Thouſand in Iſrael ? The 
Lord help Iſrael, and deliver him from 

Strange Gods; for theſe make I/rael naked, 


then. they bring upon him the Sword ! f 


You never read of a Sword which the 
but yon read 
Oppreting there, and bathing in Blood. 
ect. But this makes no Proof that 
3 laid an heavy Yoak upon [/rael, 
and made their Servitude grievous. _ _ 
Ans. I confeſs it does not; therefore 
we mult look better into the Sacred Text, 


to ſee what may be collected thence by 


ne- 


as" 


neceſſary Deduction. True it is, I remember 
nothing touching the weight of Sclomon 's 
_ Hand upon the People, nor what that 
Yoak might be, which the People ſaid 


was grievous; but this we ſhall draw from 


the Text plain enough; Solomon's Heart 
. was turned from 60D; and then in what 
a poſture it ſtood towards 1/rael is eaſy to 
be imagin'd. This I take to be a clear 
Truth, that when a King's Heart is turn- 
ed from Go p, it is turned alſo from the 
Hael of Gop; and if from the 7/rae! of 
Go, it is prebable he did turn his Hand 
upon them, and layed upon their Necks 
 Yoaks grievous to be born. The. Heart 


of Solomon's. Queen did cleave to her | 


Strange God, the King's Heart clave to her 
in Love; then his Heart was eſtranged 


from the True Gov, and quite turned 


from him. The Reader will conclude; 
That Solomon cleaving in Love to ſtrange 
Wives, and ſerving Strange Gods, theſe 


Wives and theſe Gods turning his Heart = 


from Hraels Gon, turned his Heart alſo 
from the rael of Gop, to put heavy 
Yoaks upon them ; ſo heavy, that, as was 
faid of the Kingdom of France, we may 


ſay now of the Kingdom of Vrael, when 


their King's Heart was turned from Gop, 
There is more Fuſtice in Hell than in that King- 
aum 3 for im Hell the Innocent are wel 


ves 
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puniſhed, the Wicked are not freed from 
Puniſhment: But in Iſrael, when the King 
there is an abominable Idolater, his Heart 
turned from the True Go p, and then 
the True 1/rae! ſhall be Y oaked, and made 
to ſerve a grievous Servitude ; and the 
Wicked there, (they that do as their King 
does, ſerve abominable Idols) they ſhall 
be free, ſo far as their King can free: chem, 
from that which is the juſt merit of their 
Sin: But ſuppoſe, for we may ſuppoſe 
what we pleaſe, that King Solomon, in the 
goodneſs of his Diſpoſition, would not be 
perſwaded to Yoak his People, yet Gor 
will Yoak them; and ſo we find itin the 
Text: Rezon was an Adverſary to Iſrael, all 
the Day of Solomon: He abborre Hr ael, and 
did rau Miſchies . ,- Fo 
Object. But this was paſt, and Solomon 
was dead and gone; Why ſhould his Yoak 
be remembred, which, by his idolatrous 
Services, he had laid upon the People? 


Anſv. Thoſe be Things the People can- 


not forget; they long remember their 
Affliction and Miſery: Beſides, the Yoaks, 
which ſtrange Gods bring upon [/racls 
Necks, will not quickly off, and will 
make no ſmall Impreflion there: We muſt. 
think them grievous to rail at this Time, 


_ Eſpecially to the good Prieſts there, they 


might ſee the Root and Cauſe of them, 
1  \(Vaxa- 


* ö 
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(Vexation givesUnderſtanding ) and ſo move 
the King to remove the Cauſe and the E- 
vil together. In Charity we muſt think 
ſo, that [ral ſlaw now That Corruption in 
Religion, abominable Prieſts and their 
Services were the Cauſe of Iraels heavy 
Yoaks, and grievous Servitude: That So- 
lomon, loving ſtrange Wives, and doting 
upon their Gods, turned his Heart from 
the Gop of Trae, and from the Children 
of Iſrael; ſo they would move their King 
joyntly, and with one Conſent, for the 
removing of the Cauſe, and of the Evil 
both together. . PTS 
T premiſed this, which is ſo legible; 
© The King of Tae! Married ſtrange. 
© Wives ; clave to them in Love, and do- 
© ted upon their Gods, The Concluſion 
thence is, © That then an heavy Yoak 
was laid upon 1/7e/, and they ſerved a 
© grievous Servitude; for the Heart of 
© their King was turned from the Gop of 
* Iſrael; his Hand muſt be turned againſt 
- © the Children of Jrael, to lay an heavy 
© Yoak upon them, To put a Bridle into their 
* Faws, cauſing them to Err. It is a Con- 
© cluſion, drawn from the Experience of 
© all Ages to this Day, That Idols coming 
into Jſrael's Land, bring Yoaks with 
 ©them; and Gon,lends Judgments aſter 
them. Charity concludes allo, Thar 
„ po | when 
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when Al Iſrael Perition their King, then, 
as David ſaid, is there not a Cauſe? It re- 


mains now, that we read over the Petiti- 
on once more, ſhort, eaſy, and ingenious. 
1. Then, how the King Entertains it. 2, 


| The Counſel he takes about it. 3. The 
Anſwer he returns unto it. 4, Then how 


the People Reliſh ir. Theſe we will run 
over in order. The Petition we will 
Read firſt : 

Thy Father maile our Toaks heavy ; no 
therefore eaſe thou Somewhat the grie vous Ser- 
vitude of thy Father, and his Yoak, that he 
put goon xs, and we will Serve er. What 
Anſwer makes the King? He will conſi- 
der of it, take Advice, and afterwards 
{peak his Mind. 

1. It was the wiſeſt Anſwer that weſhall 
read from his Mouth; and yet no true 
Wiſdom in it at all. He will take Time 
to Conſider of it; of what? Of doing 
Judgment and J aftice to his People: It is 
a Matter that admits no Queſtion, there- 
fore no Deliberation. Some Thingsare not 
to be deliberated on, Not whither I will 


© Worſhip God or no, according to His 
© Rule; not whether I will turn from 


© Idols to ſerve the Living Gop. I may 
conſider what it will Coſt me; but not 
whether I will doit or no: leannot make 


queſtion there for Conſcience ſake, rhe 
Werd 25 
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Word is plain: So, nor might Rehoboaw || 
deliberate on the Matter, (the Manner || 
may admit Deliberation) the doing Judg- | 
ment and Juſtice to his People; eaſing 
ſomewhat their heavy Yoak and, grievous 
Servitude: This admits no Deliberation; 
the Caſe was as plain as the Cale of the 
three Chidren, wherein they were not || _ 
careful to make Anſwer. And certainly, 
© when a Man will deliberate what Way | 
to take, when the good Way is plain 0 
© before him, and the Cale as clear as the 
© Sun; it is becauſe he is reſolved not to c 
© Ballance the Counſels, but to Deſert the c 
© Cauſe, to forſake the good Path, nd 
to turn into a. Way of his own. . We find || c 
it juſt ſo here, the King's Way was plain c 
— 
* 
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before him; the Caſe was reſolved by his 
good Grandfather, from the Oracle of || « 
Gon: The GOD of Iſrael ſaid, the, Rock of | « 
" Iſrael ſpale to me : He that Ruleth over Moan 7 
mu#t be Fut, Ruling in the Fear q the e. 
LORD. And it was written in a Book | 
for his Father Solomon, that he might learn 
and do thereafter: He ſhall Fudge thy Peo- e 4 
ple with Rightecuſneſs, and 1% Poor with | « 
Fudgment Thou ſhalt Fadge the poor of the  c 1 
People, end break in pieces the Oppreſſor. In * 
ſo clear a Cafe then, and to ſo juſt a Pe-. . 
tition, the King might have returned a So 
gracious Anſwer, and preſently have ſent -* 

away his Pecpk glad.  =2.But 


_ wiſely done indeed. 
in State Matters, and well read in Point 
of Government, having long ſtudied both 
Times, Books and Men; Surely the Rea- 


oy £ boye chem by 
- © Counſel them, to Provide for them; do 
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2. But he will do all Things wich Coun- 
ſel, and there is no Hurt in that; for he 
Will Conſult with old Men, and that was 


They are well ſeen 


der longs to hear, what they will ſay, 
What Counſel chey give. to the Kiog, 

- Which: was this 

Be kind to the Poople, they: are Chil- 


* dren of Iſrael; ſhew thy ſelf a Father 


unto them, and then thou k.ep<lt chy 
Place, and they will keep theirs, and 
© all will be done in Love. Thou art - 
the Head, to Lead, to 


© not ſet them under thy Foot. Be not 


* Froward wich thy Children, for that 
will teach them Frowardneſs, and they 
will be Froward too, Pleaſe them, Hu- 


© mour. them, eſpecially at the fi ſt, and 


e thou ſhalt have their Hearts for ever: 


© Stoop to them now, and thou ſhalt not 
© fail, nor hurt thy Crown, for thou ſhale 
5 ſtoop but to Law and Right Reaſun. 


5 Be a Servant to thy Servants this one 


Day, think it not much to ſerve them 


0 Bay, and they will be thy Servants 


© to Morrow, and all thy Days: Howe- 
ver chou doft, do not ſhow them the 
D 114 i f * Yoak; 
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© Yoak; for then, ſo like an untamed Hei- 
© fer Ifrad is, they will ſhew thee the | 
Heel. Be kind to thy People, and plenſe 
3 bers this once: Put a Bridle on thy Lips, 
open thy Mouth, and ſpeak ſoftly to 
them, good Words and gracious, theſe 
-© coſt a Man nothing; the contrary may 
+ © coſt thee dear, more than half thy King- 
* dom. Thus adviſedly ſpake the old Coun- 
ſellors, ſuch as ſtood before Solomon; 
but his Son was reſolved of his Way be- 
fore- hand, and that he might be more 
confirmed in it, he adviſed with the 
Counſellors, like "himſelf, and yet ſo w 
2s to Humour him, under anding til 
Mind well enoug h ; and this is their 
Counſel, they adviſe che King to anſwer 
che People roughly. | 
| J am King, then ask no Queſtions; 
look not to what Ido, but to your own] + 
Obedience: I am to be accountable to th 


60 p, not unto you; you complain off T. 
_ * Yoaks, they are bur Wood yet, they wi 
3 © ſhall be Iron anon. My Father's Handl H: 


© was heavy upon you; you ſhall find 
© more weight from my hetle Finger, tha 
88 Jou felt from my Father's Loyns. Vo. 
complain of ſmart from Rods, you ſnhal 
© ſmart with Scorpions; your Burden: 
© were heavy and increaſed, theſe hal 
multiply ſhortly. Tell the People = T 


ei- | faid theſe young Counſellors. And it was 
the | good Counſel, and ſounded well in R- 
eaſe | boboam's Ear; for it pleaſed him beſt, who 
ps, | thought he could not be a free King over 
to Iſrael, unleſs Vrael were Slaves, groaning 
eſe under Yoaks, and ſmarting under Scor- 
nay | pions, and crouching, like an AG, between 
ng- | two Burdens. BN 
un- 15 And he did accordingly, going on 
z0n ; | in his own Way, before he asked Coun- 
be- | ſel: He refuſed the grave Counſelof the 
aore | Ancients, and took the Counſel of the 

, Young ; and after three Days, returns 
wiſe | an Anſwer, as you heard, rough and boy- 
his ſterous, as his witleſs Paraſites had advi- 
their ſed him, My Farther made your Yoak beavy, 
wer but I will add thereto: My Fathe# chaſtiſed 
Jos with Whips, but I will chaſtiſe you with. 
or | Py The King is ſhore and quick with 
Je toff the People; they are as ſhore with him: 
uin off The King was Wilfal, and the People 
they will de Froward.. But had the Lord no 
Handl Hand herein? The Text anſwers that, 
| find So the King hearkned not unto the People, for 


Fart I. of Iſrael and Judah. 17 


the Cauſe was of GOD. Ay ! the Cauſe was f 
GOD, the King's Will was free, free to 


Exil, and ſtubbornly bent that way; but 12 5 
9 che juſt Gon orders it, the King's 


ſtubborn Will ſhail bring to paſs the De- 
cree of Gop; it ſhall ſerve the good 
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 2ypleaſure;of his holy Will, Tat the Lord 
«+ #:ight perform his Mord, which he ſpake by Abi- 
ab. And now was the Time when the] P! 
Rod of Pride muſt bloſſom, when the 2! 
+ Frewardneſs of the King ſhall make him- fi! 
ſelf ſmart, and 4 rough word from his 
Tongue ſhall rend off Ten Tribes from 
huis Crown: And when all Iſrael ſaw that th 
1:Fhe King would not - heerken unto them, they th 
rent  themſelues fram bim, and went every 
Man to their Tents. Preſently after, but Ce 
 -x$00late,. che King ſent after his People tofſ 95 
Paeify them, but they were paſt Call; 
- beſides, he ſent as bad an. Orator to per- © 
Awade the People, as he could have cho- ! 
Alen in all the Land; for he ſent Haloram, * 
ho was everithe Tribute, a Man moſt 
heteful. to all the People, being one 0 Be- 
the Taxers of the People, and ſo having Ct 
bemptied their Purſes, he could never gaid 7%: 
dttheit Hearts. We read how, they enter] I“ 
gietained the Meſſage by the Welcome the 
Giga ve to the Meſſenger, They inſtuneln fte 
nmel bim with Stones, that he died. Then 
the King was ſtartled, and ſaw now thafſ 
no Cords hold a People ſo faſt, a tho 
© 01that' are twiſted hy Love. So having lol 
anthgtſtrong Hold in his Peoples Affecti 
ons; he made ſpeed. to Feruſalum,, dh 
Atrongeſt - Place in the World. il 
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„There he -bethiinks himſelf how he 
might Fortify his, Kingdom, and com- 


pleat his Militia : I will ſer this Note up- 
on it at the firſt; be began wrong ; [the very 


firſt Step was out of the Way, his- firſt £ 5 


Work ſhould not have been about the 
Militia, much leſs ſhouid he have bent 
the Force of it againſt his Brethren; but 
thereof he had fair Warning, and he 
was ſo wiſe as to obey it; then the War 
ceaſed, and the Soldiers were disbanded, + 
as: wonderfully as were ours in the North. 
But he goes on with the Milicia, Builds 
Cities, Fortifies the ſtrong Holds, purs Cave dime 


in them, and ſtore of Vittuals; and in'every ſe- 


veral City he puts Shields and Spears, and made 

them exceeding Strong: He had Fudah and 

Benjamin on his Side ; they were the 

Chiefeſt of the Tribes, and beſt Beloved. 

in The Pruſts end the Levites, that ere in ph 
Iſrael, reſorted to bim aut of all their Conft's. 


And the Reaſon is given in the Text, Fe- 
reboam and his Sins had cit them off. from 


executing their Office unto the Lord, They 
were too Holy for Jeroboam and his dons; 
he ordained Prieſts of his own chuling, - 


for the High Pl; ces, and for this Devil's 


I Service; mack that, and carry it Home 


to the. Idolaters of our Days: Bur they 


will never believe you, That when they 


] 5 t GOD after their _ ay, they do 


30. 


* 
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not ſerve Him but Devils; and when | 1! 
they do Ordain Prieſts for their MAaſi, || > 
they do Ordain them for the Devil. They | ©) 

will not believe you in this; that they 2 

do now as Feroboam did, Sacrifice to the P 

Devil, and make Prieſts to the Devil; II 

they are wiſer than ſo, they have Altars || £ 

and Prieſts and Sacrifices too, all of their t 

own making, as Aaron made a Feaſt to P 

Febovab; ſo indeed they ſay, and think / 

they have a ſtrong Proof from that, | © 

which Aaron ſaid, not weighing what hi 
the Lord ſays a little after, They Worſhip= f| ” 

ed the Calf, they Sacrificed to the Calf: Why || * 

then they Sacrificed to the Devil, and 

Worſhiped the Devil. Tell them this, . 
though they will not regard it, for they | /* 


regard not what the Loxp ſays; but | 4 
when you have told them fo, and bid 1 


them conſider it, you have told them the 
Truth, and done your Duty. Theſe that ug 
ſer their Hearts to ſeek the Lord GOD of 
| F Iſrael, came to Feruſalem fo Sacrifice unto 
|  7he Lord GOD of their Fathers: So they | © 
| ' ferengthned the Kingdom of Fudab. They 
were the Militia of the Kingdom that 
il ſet their Hearts to feek the Loxy: *© When | ©” 
[ © they come to a City, Town, or Coun- | ®: 
© try, who ſet their Hearts to ſeek the | ©? 
© Loxp, they bring a Blefling along with 
© them ; they Fortify the Place exceed. || 21! 


* 
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cauſe, 
and all will be nought preſently; now: 


ingly ; they make the City 23 
Strong; they are the Militia of the Ci- 
ty. They ſtrengthned the Kingdom of Ju- 
dab, and made Reloboam Strong. Prince and 
People, all are Strong: Ihe Prieſts ank 
Levites are come unto them, ſuck as ſet their 

Hearts to ſeek the LORD. It is-notable-. 
to conſider how long: the Prince and” 
People continued Strong; i for three Years,.. 
for ſo long they walked in the Way of David 
and Solomon, which was Gop's Way, an 


_ Way: The Way a Prince muſt take to 


e himſelf and his Kingdom” Strong, is to 

— in the May of David and Solomon. 
After this Time, hen Reboboam bad e- 
fabliſhed the Kingdim,. and ſtrengthened bim 
ſelf, be forſook the Law of the LORD, and 
all Iſrael with him. We have obſerv'd be- 
fore what a Train follows the King. Je- 


| roboam commands a Calviſh Worſhip ; all 


Iſrael follow the Commandment : Fero- 


bam is never mentioned, but with his 


Train after him. A Ruler . to Lies, 
and all his Servants are Mieked; they will 
do as the ir Maſter doth; and think they do 


well, Rehoboam forſooł the Law of the Lord, 


and all Iſrael with him. Bury me with, 
my Face downward, faith Diogenes, be- 
ſaith he, the Rulers are nought, 


* will be aaron down, and then 
0 Our 7970 Sri? ©: 


2 ” 
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my Face will be upward again, in hy: c 
firteſt Poſture. Juſt fo with Rehoboam, || * 
upſide down, a marvellous Alteration - | © 
. Preſently : He that was Strong before, is k 
now weak as Water; that which was || © 
Sound, is now become as Rotrenneſs ; I 
his Strength, which ſeemed Infinite; \ 
mouldred away; his Militia fainted ; his || 
ffrong Holds were like® the firſt. ripe 1 
Figs, which fall into the Mouth of the jÞ © 
Eater. Neboboam forſakes the Law of 4 
Gor; Gop forſakes him, breaks down * 


Bis Hedges, takes away his Defence from 
his Cities and ſtrong Holds; expoſeth him fe 
to the Will of his Adverſary, which yet e 

the Lok p ſets Bounds unto. Sh;ſhak wa s ir 
by Gop aſſured againſt all the neigh- | P 
bouring Kings; and when he forſook ſt 

Him, he was torn aſunder by his mean- a, 
eſt Vaſſals. This $hiſh+k Diſtreſſed Judah, I tt 

for they had Tranſgreſſed againſt the W 
LorD; and He left them in his Hand. | © 
Bur this helped the King and the People | © 
very much, even their Humbling them 
ſelves under Gon's mighty Hand, and 
ſüubmitting, ſaying, The LORD » Righ- be 


teomʒ therefore the Loxnm did not ſtir up L 
all His Wrath, He would not Deſtroy - | n 
them altogecher. Neve rtheliſs, becauſe T 


Rehoboam and his People would Seay Pr 


(range Gods, therefore as ſhould be = bl 
| er F 
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der the Vat of a ſtrange King, Servant 
unto him: And becauſe: they would 
change ſo good a Maſter, they ſhould 
know His Service, and the Service of 
other Kings: F«dah ſhould not get his 
Neck from under the Egyptian Yoaks 
Moreover Shiſhak pillaged the Houſe of the © 

LORD, and the King's, Houſe ; for he took 
all thence, his Shields of Geld alſo ; inſtead 
of which Reboboam made Shield: of Braſs; 
and they were good enough for him who 


| had debaſed the Temple, and impured 


the Serviee; and a Change fit enough 


for him too, who was ſo ready to Change 


the Worſhip of his Go p. Notwithſtand- 
ing the Lo RD granted to Prince and Peo- 
ple ſome Deliverance, He would not De- 
ſtroy the King altogether ; and alſo in Fu- 
dah Things went well: But not long, for 
the King did Evil; he humbled himſelf . 
while the Stroke was upon him; he turn- 
ed himſelf to the LORD, till the Loxp 
turned the Wrath from him. But when 
the Wrath was turned away, he turned 

to his Idol; He did Evil, ſays the Text, 


becauſe be prepared not himſelf to ſeek the 


LORD. And he did Evil; this is to be 
noted, with the Reaſon of the ſame: 
The King humbled himſelf, that is ex- 
preſſed; his Heart ſeemed to be hum- 
bled, ſo as he gould accept of thePuniſhment | 


D xs e 


* 
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of. his Iniquity, for he ſaid, The LORD « 
Righteous ; and yet we read, he did Evil. 
His u circumciſed Heart was not humbled ; 
that is, his Heart was not humbled for 


the Uncircumciſion thereof; he did not 


Sorrow after a godly ſort, not for his Sin, 


but for the Puniſhment of his Sin; while 


the Vial of Wrath was pouring upon him, 


he poured forth his Prayer; all that 


while he humbled himſelf: He prepared not 


bis Heart to that great Work of Humiliation. | 


Certainly, there is ſome preparatory Work. 


to be done, before the Heart can be 


humbled in a right manner; which Work. 


| ſets the Thoughts on. work, makes us. 


fad and ſerions, to conſider. with all our 


Hearts and Souls, Firſt, 
1. How Dreadful Gon is,; how vai 
and abominable Idols are. | 1 


24. The Sin is only and truly Evil; but 
Molatry, that which is called abomina» 
ble Idolatry, is above meaſure ſinful, fil- 


Ung up:the Vial of Wrath brim full; and 


then. pouring it out. | 
3- How. dreadful a thing it is to be 


under the Wrath of Gop, which yet is, 


in compariſon to that which is to come, 


but as a Drop to the Ocean, or as a 40 
Spark to the Furnace. 5 | 


4. How dreadful a Thing it is to for- 


Ake the Law of Gop, and to be Exem-ſ 
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plary thereunto, as Rehoboars did and was; 


for he carried all his Train after him, 
there muſt be'a ſad and, ſerious Conſide- 
ration thereof. | 

F. So alfo a Geions Confiicration of 
the Heart, I mean all that is called Fleſh 

in the Outward: or Inward Man, whe- 
cher! in high Places or low, as the Dark- 


| neſs in the Underſtanding, the Rocki- 


neſs in the Will, the Sinfulneſs, the De- 
ceitfulneſs, the deſperate Wickedneſs in 


| the Heart; all this requires a ſerious and 


fad Conſideration, as a preparatory Work 
for humbling the Heart ii in a richt man 
Der. And, | 
- 6. Then chis alfo, which is chiefeſt of 
all, the Goodneſs and Kindnefs of that 
G o p to me, whoſe Law I have forſa- 
hen; His Law before whom our Fathers 
have walked; His Law 1 Fed me all 
my Life long 70 this Day. This Conſidera- 
h, if ſerious, melts the Heart. * 
3 
7. How the Lord Himſelf i is pleaſed t to 


Allure His People; how e 5 


ſpeaks to them in their Wilderneſs; 
is Gracious and Merciful ; He will * 
tiply Pardons ; He will abundantly par- 


don thoſe whoſe uncircumciſed Hearts are 


humbled, ſo asthey can accept of their Puniſh- 


— — — — 


HOW. 3 and can ay, in * and 5 
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of Hear t, Th. LORD is Rig bteous in al 5 
that is come up/n us; and yet 9 84 is a Fa- ; 
ther, an verlaſting Father, &c. HET 
Such Conſiderations as theſe are e prepa- 
ratory to work the Heart to a ri iht Hu- 
miliation, elſe the Heart will nor down: 


It may keep within Bounds for a Time; 


but it will break out again, and do Evil. 
And this is the more ſeriouſly to be thought 
on in this Place, becauſe, when we fead, 
that a King and People, after their Hu- 
miliations, have fallen back, have re- 
turned to their Mire and Vomit, or, as 
it is here, have done Evil after their 
ſhewys of Reformation. We read, in the 
fame Place, this Reaſon given of their 
ſo falling back, which we meet with in 
the Text, Beese he prepared not his Heart 
fo ſeck the LORD. So alſo, when we 
read that high Places, or high Perſons, 
eminent, and above others i in their Abo- 
minations, yet are not taken away, nor 
cut off; the ſame Reaſon is given, The 
People bad not prepared their Hearts unto, 
the GOD of their Fathers: But now 
on the contrary, we fhall never read 
that a Prince or People returned back 
to Folly ; that they did Evil after they had 
prepared. their Hearts to ſeek the LORD. 
There are go ood Things found in thee ; and this 
is the chiefeſt of all, Thou batt prepared 
; | thy 


.- 
4 * 
. . N 4 EPs RT OR * 
* * ? 2 n g 
a a To 
> 5 * * 
- * — 


aW | thy Heart to ſeeł & O D. We ſhall obſerve 
Fa- anon how mightily that King went on, 
| and prevailed; there was indeed ſome 
Stop in his Way, but that the People 
cCauſed, Fehoſhaphat returned not to Folly, + 
he did no Evil; he wrought no Iniquity: For. 
be had prepared his Heart to ſeek GOD. 4 
But Rehoboam he did Evil, becauſe he pre- 
pared not. himſelf to ſeck the LORD. The 
Heart muſt be prepared for that great - 
Work of ſeeking the Lox p, elſe the 
Heart will not be fixed and reſolved. 
upon the Work. The Records concern- 
ing Reboboam's Acts are loſt, only this 
we read, That there were Wars between 
Rehoboam and Feroboam continually; for 
Friendſhip once hroken, is nn pieced; 
and pieced Enmity never laſts long: 


— 


But Death came and took off Rebaboam 


* 
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beben 
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| {fs of JEHOR AM. 


CHAP. nn has 


HORAM, a very bad Son of a very 
good Father, has: a Kingdom diſpo- 


= fed to him, becauſe he was the firſt. 


Born; that was the only Reafon that 
perſwaded the Father, there could be no 
other; for no ſooner was he riſen up 


» therein, and knew himſelf: to be King, 


but he Strengthened himſelf, and ſet: him 


* in a Poſture of War. 


A moſt unhappy and unnatural Begin · 
for the firſt Act of Hoſtily was a- 
gun thoſe he ſhould. have: tendred as a+ 


of Recompences meets with him anon, 
© for the Debts of Cruelty and Mercy 


Lare never left unſatisfied; they may lye 


for a Time, but they ſhall encreaſe, both 
Principal an Vſe ſhall be payed at once: 


He has ſhed Blood, — will purſue 


2 


—— — 


ather, being King; and as his own: | 
Dowels, for they were his Brethren: Bur 

ze Slew bs Brethren with the Sword, befitles- 
divers alſo of the Princes of Iſrael. Thie Gon- = 


Fr 


— 
| Fami- 
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his Sword has made his Mother Child- 
leſs ;- the Sword of the Lox D will make 
him Wifeteſs and Childleſs at once. We 


will obſerve him in the Way he goes; he 
leaves the good Way of his Father, and 


takes a Way pleaſing in his own Eyes; the 


Hay of the Kings of Iſrael, The King of 


Fudah now does juſt as. the Houſe of Ahab: 


And the Spirit of Gop is clear at this. ö 
Point, giving us the Reaſon why the don 


left the good Way of his Father, to walk 
in the Way of the Houſe of Abab; for be 
had the Daughter of Ab:b-to Wife, A pes 


ſtilent Woman, a: very Firebrand, or- 


dained by Gop to Conſume a great pare 


of the nobleſt Houſes in Judub, even of 

thoſe Men, or their Children, whoſe 
worldly Wiſdom, regardleſs: of G o D's. 
- Pleaſure, had brought. her. in. Jeboram 
was. linked into- this- wicked Stock, the 


Family of Abab He had. a notorious: 
Murdreſs, Idolatreſs, and, it was verily 
thought, an Adultreſs alſo to his. Wife, 


And he wrought: that which was Ewil in the 


Eyes of the LORD. It was very likely 


that would follow; for he that regards 


not into what Houſe he Marrieth, will 
be as regardleſs how evil his Works are; 
indeed he wrought that Evil, which con- 


— — — — 


lumed and ruined himſelf and his whole 


* 
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him; he ſhall be made Drunk ce 


— — — 
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Family, and yet not all, not every Per- 
= fon there; for the Lok p, remembring 
Mercy in the midſt of Judgment, would 
not quite put out the Light of J rael, be- 
cauſesof the good Mord he ſpake to David 
concerning that Matter: But Fehoram ſhall - 
be Vexed, and made an Example of 
Wrath to all that will Marry into an 
idolacrous Houſe, _ e 
That we may hate Fehoram's Way, we 
will trace Fehoram's Steps in his Way; 
that we may read, with all Obfervation, 
What thoſz Evils were which he wroughe 
in the Way of the Houſe of 4bab. Then 
we will ſee how the LoR PD meets with 
him; how gently He deals with him at 
the firſt, and how ſeverely at the laſt; 
for Patience abus'd turns into fierce 
Wrath. We will obſerve in our Paſſage 
by what Steps the L or PD proceeds a- 
gainſt him; ſmiring him in his Outwards 
flirſt, afterwards in his Bowels: We will 
bbſerve the Order briefly, and then we 
will treat more largely upon it. The 
F Loxp plucks him by the Crown firſt, 
ſtittrites off a Piece thence, not very con- 
ſſderable, and yet not wholly contempti- 
ble; then takes away a Flower, the chief 
Ornament of the ſame; then holds him 
up to the Wing, his Kingdom alſo, and 
\ ae tb habe 
tht tic | took 
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took away the Hedge, his Defence, 
throws open his Gates and Bars, and in 
came the Adverſary from every Quarter, 
yet the LoR D has not done. Feberam 


takes Advice of his Wife, follows her 


2 


— 


f 


Way, and ſtretcheth our his Hand againſt. | 
the Lo Rx D: At the laſt, the Lo x o lift- 


ed him up to the Wind indeed, diſſolyveth 


his Subſtance, ſhatters him and his Houſe. 


all to pieces, flays his Wives and Chil- 


dren, ſtrikes him in the Bowels, and vet 8 


there is not an end. That we may put 
all due Obſervation upon all this, we will 


read it all over again in order. 


1. We will pace with him in his Way, 
: that we may learn to hate it; it is be 
Way of the Houſe of Abab ; and he walks , 
in it ſtoutly, as if he had an Arm. like 
GOD. Whatever concerned his King- 
dom, he communicates' to his Queen, 
and cakes her Counſel, what ſhe ſaid was 
Law; then her Lord offers Violence to the : 
Law, changeth the Ordinances, breaks 
the everlaſting Covenant; be for/akes tbe 
LORD GOD of his 7 Meorecver 


be made high Places in the Mountains of 


Fudah, and cauſed the Inhabitants of Fe- 
ruſalem to commit Fornication. Some there 


were, both Prieſts and others, to whom 


the. good King, deceaſed, gave ſpecial 


| Guarge, both rouching ſpiritual Cauſes 
| and | 
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and temporal Matters; and theſe would 
not yield to thoſe illegal Proceedings of 


Feboram; but he was King, and might 


do, he thought, as his Wife counſelled 
him. He made Innovations in Religion, 
uſed Compulſion there, and was, if not 
the very firſt, the firſt that is Regiſter d, 
to have ſet up Irreligion and Idolatrous 
Services by force; and compelled Fudab 


thereto. 


Then the good Prieſts began to look 
about them; now they lay their Heads. 
together, and conſult what is to be done, 
and what Way they muſt take, now that 
they ſee which Way their King takes: 
Speak to him they dare not, his Queen, 
a Woman of a Maſculine Spirit, and ve- 
ry wicked, had fo raiſed the Spirit of her 
King againſt Gop and good Men, thar- 
he was now ſuch a Son of Belial, that a 
Man could not fpeak to him: A cruel 
Perfecutor he was, fer he murthered his 
own Brethren, and divers of. the Princes: 
Who then durſt ſtand before him, or 
ſpeak the Truth unto him, or truſt him 
after theſe bloody Executions ? Certam 
it is, the Prophets durſt not ſtand be- 
fore him, much leſs reprove him to his 
Face; but denounced: Go D's Judgments - 
againſt him by Letters, keeping them 
ſelves cloſe and far from him: There came. 
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« Writing to him from Elijah the Prophet, 


to give the King warning before the 


Blow came, and therein the Prophet 

deals plainly and roundly with the King, 
© That he walked as a Man perſuing a 
© Curſe, in the Way of the Kings of , 


| © ratl, forcing Fudab to go a Whoring in the 


© ſame Way, &c. Thus plain was the 
Writing, for that could neither bluſh nor 
be afraid, though in the Hands of a 
Mutherer ; and the Penman was ſafe e- 


nough, he had taken Sanctuary at the 
Grave: But the ſtouteſt Prophet of them 
all durſt not tell the King this to his 


Face; for he hated the Reprover, and 
was reſolved in his Way, and to ſet his 
Foot upon him that durſt withſtand him 
in his Way, though it were to ſave his 
Crown. We muſt note here, as we ſhall 


find it all along, That the Prophets tell 
the King plainly of his Doings; if he be 


ſuch a Son of Belial as this King was, 


and will not hear, then they ſent a Wri- 


ting to him. If the King be ſo fierce, 
that a good Prophet dares not ſtand be- 


fore him, and ſpeak unto him, then he 


will ſend unto him; And there came a Mri- 
ting to bim from the Prophet. And ſo, ha- 
ving done their Duty, the Prophets let the 
King and the Queen alone joyned to I. 
dols, and traverſing their own Way. 3 

| 2. LNG 
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| 2. The Lo xD begins with him, lights | 
Iy Affficting him at the firſt, and after- | 
ward more grievouſly. Fehoram will not 5 
hear the true Prophets. Now the LRD 

will ſpeak to him by His Rod, and, after | 
that in His ſore Diſpleaſure. He has! 


been tampering with the Law of his 
Gop, and now he has offered Violence ; 
to it; the L ox Dwill touch him in his 5 
Crown, He will come to his Heart 
anon; but, as was faid, He will touch 
him lightly firſt: And if he conſiders - 
well of it, it may keep the Blow from the > 
Heart: PE „ 
I. Edom breaks looſe from him; there 
is one Branch from his Crown, which! 
he ſhould have laid to Heart, have ſearch- : 
ed into the Cauſe of this Revolt. Feho- : 
ram was their King before; now they ; 
will have none of him, for he will have | 
none of Go p.. They made themſelves 7 
a King. FJebetam had Revolted too, and l 
fromthe KING of: VJreel; but he con- | 


back again to his Crown. The Edomites - 
are gone from under his Dominion; he 
goes after vith his Princes, and all bis Cha- 
riots with him; and fomething he did, but 
little to purpoſe; yet ſo much as lifted. 
him up, and made him yet more ſtout 
againſt G o p, to whom he . ; 
| 5 | | ther 


ſiders- how he 05 bring the Edomites 
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„ ther praiſe nor Thanks. But what Ex- 

. ploits, did he with bis Princes, "and all his 

t Chariots with bim? He came upon the E- 
D | _ domites: by Night, and he flew many of 

: hs them; and ſo he gained ſome dead Bo- 

s dies, and thoſe he might keep under his 

1 Dominion; but fo long as there WIs lire 

, Blood ac their Hearts, he ſhould never re- 

is”, gain them again ; So the Edomites reVolte 

= ed from under the H nd of fudab unto this 

nt: Day. They were gone from under his 

s | Dominion, and wiſer and better Men 
e> | . then they will-follow after; and ſo ano- 

wg ther chief Ornament falls from Jeborams 

8 _ Crown, for, | 

1 Be 2. Libnab, 4 Town of Prieſts and Le- 

= - | vites, who were charged by the Father, 


bo In the Fear of the LORD, to dv faibfully, 
8 and with a perfet? Hart Theſe give Febo- 
* ram the ſlip too; they forſake Fehoram, 
1 for he has forſaken the Lok D; they will 
d not be thruſt away from the Service of 
— their Go D to ſerve Idols. This ſounds 
A harſh in Feboram's Ear; and it is as grie- 
s | vous to his Eye. 

* It is very likely ſo; we knew before, 
5 | ' ſoon as he had 2 the Daughter of A- 
Bab ro Wife, What would follow, that he 
- $ muſt be vexed to his Heart; and yet no- 
1 thing, not a Word or Deed, do we find 
why in 2 Text, ſaid or done againſt wes. | 
r This 
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This is clear in the Text; Tie ſame 
Time did Libnab Revolt fßom . bis Hand. 


Then it may be collected that Fehoram 
* them Rebels, and called them 


c "Ie muſt be ſo, though it be not expreſ- 
ſed; for it is the manner for a Rebel to 


call others by his own Name ; HE 1 


and Traitors all. 

Was Fehoram a Rebel him? <p to not 
ſay ſo. The Loxp ſays, Feboram had 
Forſaken the LORD GO D of his Fathers. 

Moreover, he made high Places ; and cauſed 
tbe Inhabitants of Feruſalem to commit For- 
nication, , and compelled Fudah thereto. Fe- 
| boram forſakes Go p, turns his Back up- 
on Him, the Great Potentate, K ING 
of Kings, and Logp of Lords; then 
provokes Him to His Face by his Va- 
nities, and abominable Idolatry ; and 

"TOE heightens i N penind 

_ Gon; Feboram forceth bis LORD's oe 

before His Face; he compels Judab to 


do the fame as he had done very wick. | 


_ ed] 
= . theſe Prieſts and Levites, in re- 
yolting from their King, are they not 
Rebels? © 
Judge ye! Here are two, Fehoram and 
his Prieſts ; theſe go contrary Ways, and 
they croſs each other in che ron 


- 
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Service to their Go p: It is legible to 
all the World, that one of theſe walks 
as a Rebel, contrary to Gon and good 
Men; then the other do walk as be- 
cometh obedient Children. The Priefts 
Forſale Februm; becauſe he had forſaken the 
LORD GOD of bis Fathers. The Caſe 
is clear, Gop has cleared it, He has gi- 
ven us the cleireft Account of this Mat- 


ter that ever was given: The King had 
forſaken the LORD of Lords : The Erieſts 


_ "muſt forſake Fehor:m, or forſake Gor; 
He is the Fountain of their Life, their 
Light, their Comfort; He is their Praiſe, 
their Fear, for He is their Go p, and 

He is ALL. They will not forſake 


Him; a good Gop, who has done them 


1 good all their Days; nor can they for- 
get or neglect the Charge, their good old 


after laid upon them: Deal coura- 


 giouſly in the Work and Way of the 


ORD, and the Lox p ſhall be with you; 


for He will be with the Good, They dur 


not follow Fehoram down a Precipice. 
Let Fehoram venture his Neck; the 
Prieſts would not follow him that had 
forlaken' Gon, © 7 205 oi 2 bh 51 
Thus we fee it clear, that here was no 


| Refiſtance of the King's Power; for that 


is of Gop: Here was a Reſiſtance only 
of Fchoram's Power; a Reſiſtance not 
+ 5: againſt 


741 222 
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againſt the Official Power of the King; 
but the Human Power of FJeberam, a 
wicked and idolatrous Man, and as Ux- 
orious, one that Ruled: not, but let his 
Wife do and Rule all. 
ed not Fehoram's Power, but his Wife's 
Power, who did all after the Law: of 
- | Abab's Houſe; and that was no- Lawito 
Teal, but oppoſite to it. They reſiſted 
the forcing Will of Jeboram, whereby he 


g 4 would force the freeſt. People in the 


EJ World. N 
Thanks be to Ga who has ſo glear- 
1200 unto us the Practice of theſe Prieſts 
poet) Levites in Fehoraw's Days, that he 
5 Fn any tay; as a bold Man did; (The Sacred 
Text is Seditious) who will accuſe thoſe 
Prieſts and honeſt Men of raiſing. Sedi- 
tion, becauſe: they forſook the Way of 
Felhlfam, when he had forſaken the Log. 
We muſt give Men leave, who have their 
Eyes open, to turn out of the way that 
leads to Death, and follow on in the 
way Athen. | | 
4. The Prieſts can do ſc no more 
Service; he ſtops his Ear to their Words, 
and bends his Fiſt, he will compel chem 
to do as he does; they will not be forced 
therein: Let Jebepam go his own Way, 


as his Wife leads him, they will go theirs, 
and e not theirs, it is the hs of the 


Loxp. 


The Prieſts reſiſt- 


„ 


ing; 


5 4 
Ux- 
his 


eſiſt- 


life's 
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LoRD. So now the beſt Flower of his 
Crown is gone, the honeſt Prieſts, a 
good King's beſt Jewels ; the Supporters 

of his Crown were gone before, Judgment 
and. Juſtice, his Wife made him ſtamp 


thoſe under his Foot. What will become 


of this Man? Judgment and Juſtice are 
ſet under Foot; the Law of Goo is for- 
ſaken, a contrary Law is forced. No- 
Go p will forſake iF+horam, and He will 
take Peace away with Him, His Prieſts 
go after; then Vengeance comes pour- 


ing down, for all will forſake -Fehoram, 


but the Executioners of Go D's Juſtice, 
Now the Lo RD is returning upon him, 
He will ſhatter Fehorams Crown, and 
break the Man to pieces; He will hold 
him up to the Wind, and that ſhall carry 
away his Subſtance ; He will throw open 
the Gates of his Kingdom, He will take 
away, his Defence; the Weak ſhall come 
in upon him, and take the Prey. It is 

moſt obſervable how G-o p purſues the 

Quarrel of His Covenant againſt this 
Man; no King now in Go p's Account, 
and of very ſmall Account in all Vrael. 


Jeboram had forſaken the Fountain; the 


Lo x D daſhes to pieces all his Ciſterns, 


He makes Holes in them, all the Com- 


fort ſhall run out thence; his Ciſterns 
ſhall hold no Water, 2 drop; I mean, 


_— 
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the Lo x v confounds his Strength and his 


Counſel both, nothing ſhould do him 
good; for. beſides the Blood: that he ſhed, 


The Violence de affered:to che Law, dis 


forcing Men to break it, his adviſing with 
his Wife, a wicked Woman : -Beſides all 


: -this, he- forſook: the Lo xp, he went out 


from rhe Preſence F tbe LORD, as it is 


Maid of Cain. He is gone from under 
-Gop's Roof, from out of His Angels 


Hands, he is left to himſelf, delivered up 

into his own. Hands, diſown'd and berea- 
es of God's Protection. This was Je- 
-boram's Caſe, a forlorn and forſaken Man; 
and now no Man follows him, but che 


1 Miniſters of Gos Vengeance; and they 
come in upon him from every Quarter, 


-for the Defence is gone, and the Doors 


of bis Houſe and Kingdom lie open. The | 


Philiffines firſt, who had no Power till 


now, ſince David's Time; but now Je- 
boranes Sins make them ſtrong. The A. 


rabians with them, a naked People, theſe 


« deſpicable Enemies take his fenced Cities, 


Apoil his ſtrong Holds, pillage his Houſe, 


. all the Subſtance that was 


found therein, and his Sons alſo and his 
Wives; ſo that there was never a Son left 


him fave one. And then, to make his 


Sorrows compleat, he that ſlew his Bre- 
ehren, is {mote i in 1 his 2 


r rde end e d . mr ow. wine. = 


"ſhorts | 


mall feel Force eiſbugh: 


— 
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| ſhortly after fell out by reaſon of his Sick⸗ 
nels; 10 he died of ſore Diſeaſes. 


Our Divines have a Saying, very no- 
table, Tell me thy Puniſhment, and I will tell 
thee thy Sin: For the Lox, the G op of 


 Recompences, render to a Sinner his 


Meafures. f 

He had flaim all his Brethren, and the ; 
Prindes alſo, divers of . The Loxn 
does Recompence him, He ſtirred u rhe | 
Spirit of the Pbiliſtinet, and of the Ara bans 
and they came up into Fudah, and break into 
it. T Er carry d away all the Subſtance that 
w found in the King s Houſe, and his Sons 
aIſo (all ſave one) and his Wives, except 
Athaliah that wicked Woman, ſhe muſt 
be left to Recompence all Fadah for the 


Blood- ſhed there, and the abominable Ser- 


vices done there: The Enemies carried 
away all the reft, leaving him but one | 
Son, nor that one for his Sake, but kh 
| David: His Servant's ſake. pet 


He did not only countenance irrelighe 
ous Services performed to the Devil, but 


eſtabliſhed them by a Law, and by com- 


did -enforce them; he 
: This Adverſary 


did force him; and. the other did force 


Pulſive Authority 


him even in his on Houſe, and carried 
out thence all his Subſtance, that was 
und there with his Sons and with his 


EZ Mues my 
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wives: He would force Judah to do pages 
Before the Eyes of the LORD. He had an 
Arm like Go p, he could Command, * 
„Compel the freeſt thing in the World, e- 

ven againſt Gop to do wickedly. But 


e had broken the Loxp with his whoriſn 


1 for which the LoRD GOD of Re- 
ences breakshis Heart withSorrows: 
4 him inchis Bowels wich, ag in- 


| 23 * Diſeaſ:, whereof he lay lingring 


. two Years, complaining Night and Day. 
His Bowels at length fell ont by. reaſon F. bi 


. Sickneſs ; and ſo at- once he died — neg 


the firſt and ſecond Death together. He 
committed much Sin in a little Tĩme, and 
quickly paſſed the Pleaſure of i it, but che 
ain is laſting. Certainly this is written 
| for che Inſtruction. of all the Kings of 


udah that came after him, who, behold 
Ing this Recompence, might abhor the 


the Work; and looking through to the 
end of che Way of Abal's Houſe, they 
might not gare to ſet their Face or Foot 
that way, in taking ghe Daugbter of Abab 
to Wife, for ſhe. wall. Rule all, and give 


to the ruin of King and Kingdom. 7 5 
horam departed. this Life without being 
deſired: As his Subjects had ſmall cauſe 


of Comfort in his Life, ſo — they not 
the good Manners to Ae Sorrow Ln: 
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his Death: Then we read his Burial, and 
there is all of him; but that he was noe 
buried in the Sepulchres of the Kings, The. 
ſame-is ſaid of others like him; we will 
ſet this Note onee for all upon his Graves . 
He that walked ſo contrary to his good 
Father all the Day long, ſnhall not lodge 
with him at Night: They buried bim, but 
not in the Sepulebres of the Kings. | 


eee eee 


N 


Att of AHAZIAH: 3 


| CHAP: W.. 
FE HO AHA Z called. alſo Shania © 
the . youngeſt 'of-- F+horaw's Sons, be- 
gan to Reign when he was Forty Two 
Years Old, and. ended his Reign within 
the Year after: 

He had a great Example before his Eyes | 
in a: ſore Wrath poured down upon his 
Father, his Children, his Wives, and all 
his Goods, and yet he was not 'warned 6 


He wall. alſo in the Ways of the Hou of 


Abab, and was guided by the ſame 5pirics 


that had been his Father's evil Angels. 
Hi Story is ſhort, but very Jamentabigg 2 


; © -- very 


ware they tread: not in Ways, nor after 
the Counſels of the Houſe of Ahab. 


The firſt-Year of his Reign was the laſt | 


of his Life; for he haſted on in the moſt 
compendious Ways to his Deſtruction, 
and after the Counſels of his Mother, to do 


awickedly : So in one Year he loſt himſelf 


 andKingdom ; Imean not Abaxiab only, 


but the King was deſtroyed, for the Houſe | 
. of Abaxiab bad no Power to keep ſtill tbe 


Kingdom. His Story is ſhort, but the Col- 
lection thence is large, and of the ſame 
Uſe; Iwill make it as ſhortas I can, and 


Conclude it, that all Kings and Princes 
may be. warned not to join in Affinity. 
with Ahab; nor walk after the Counſels- 
of the Houle of Abab. Good Feboſbaphat. 
joins in Affinity with: Abab, matched his 


Son Fehoram to Atbaliab, Abab's Siſter, 
the Daughter of Omri, moved thereunto 
by Politick Reaſons, to ſtrengthen his- 
Kingdom by joining in Affinity with a: 
Neighbour King. Feboram walks after 
his Wife's Cooniols commits Folly in V 
ruel, and compels. Fudah thereunto ;. is ſmit- 
ten with Plagues, as we heard, and fo 
died. J) TOTS NOW Me TOA 
Abaxiab his Son walked on after the 
Father, and according to the. Counſel of 


his Mather, ro-do-wickedly ; committed the 


Scepter 
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very Exemplary alſo, to bid others be- 
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Scepter into his Mother's Hands, and 
went with his Brother King Fehoram, the 


Son of Ahab, King of Iſrael, to War againft 


Hax ael Ring of Syria z where the Hri ans. 
fmote Foram, and he returned to be heal- - 


ed in Fexzreel, where Abaziab viſits him 


and there meets with his Deſtruction, 
which was of G O D, by coming to Foram; 


For Febu being anointed of the LORD to 


cut off the Houſe of Ahab ; and, while he 


| was there executing Judgment, there he 


finds the Princes of Fudab, and ſi:w them. - 
Then Abaziab hid himſelf in Samaria; but © 


they found him out, and flew him there. Look 


there, and then ye look through to the 
end; Abaziab walked in the Ways of A-. 


bab; follows after the Counſels of the 
Houſe of Abab; now he muſt Periſh wich - 
the Houſe of 4hab, He thought to out- 


run the Vengeance, and to hide himſelf 5 
it cannot be, the Executioner of Wrath 
finds him out, and he is flain. See again 


what a Slaughter here WP Bangs e, the 


Grandfather, joined Houſe to Houſe, to 
make his Houſe the ſtronger by Afﬀinity- . 
with Ahab; it was the means to root out 
all his Poſtericy : Here Fehu ſlew at ones 
blow To and Forty of his Iſſue Male: And 


then Athaliah, the Mother of Ahaziaby 
feeing her Son was Dead, hoped to makes 


clean Riddance; for i and deſtroyed all 


4 the 


3 
( 
15 


yet not all; He that ſuffered the Seed of 


ro Zeboſhaphat to be deſtroyed by her: 
and, in. whoſe. Affinity he offended, 
will have a Branch. of Zeboſhaphat's Stock 


ſaved, for the ſake of ſo faithful a Pro- 
genitor, and for his Promiſe ſake. The: 


Decree of the Log D muſt ſtand; not one 
Word from his Mouth mu fi fail. " hebaieh | 


did to her utmoſt- to reverſe that Decree, 
and to make the Promiſe void, but it 


could not be; but ſhe made a foul Way: 


to the Throne, and. there. ſhe Jac till the 
| appointed: Tune. 
We muſt return once more to Abaxiab, 8 


to gather up one Obſervation from his 


Zurial. See what Miſchief Abab's Houſe, 
and; their Counſels, did unto this: poor. 
King their Nephew, to whom they wiſh-: 


ed ſo well. They counſelled Bin to doi 


 Wiokedly, and that muſt needs be to his» 
Deſtruction. He lived a King not a fulk 
Year, then he loſt himſelf and his King- 
dom altogether: A Diſhonour follows 
him co the Grave alfo-;, for when they hads 
Slin bim, they Buried bm, ſays the Text, 
but not in Fruſalom: They ſaid, be i the 
Son of Fehoſhaphat, who Galt the LORD 
with all his. Heart 4 3 een they Buried 
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A fair Warning to all Kings and prin- 
ces that join not in Affinity with Ahab; 
if they Is 'tis more than ,probable- thac 
they will walk | in-the Ways of the Houſe 
of ctbab, after their Counſels to do wicked- 
ly, and that. is the ready way to De/tru- 
5 of Abab, and the Coun- 
ſels from*that wicked. Houſe did provoke 
the Loxp- exceedingly; they. ſtirred up 


the heat of His Diſpleaſure, which did 
burn to the lowe f, Hell. | 


Fehoſhaphat and his Houſe Fate it ſo ; 


| a grear ont to all after him; he j joins 


ed in Affinity with 4bab, and thereby ha- 
zarded his own Life, a and kindled a Flame 
which conſumed. his- Houſe, and all his 
Poſterit 7). 


Abaxziab was bis only Grandchild that 
was left of his Houle ; _ after he was 
Slain, the Hound of Abus had no Powcr to 
| keep till the Kingdoms. 


The Ways of the 
Houſe of Abab are the ſame till, their 


1 Counſels the fame againſt the Los D 3: 


and the end-o$ thoſe Ways are the ſame, 


Deſtruction to King and Kingdom: We 


cannot: but be well aware of that, for 
Gon is the ſame for ever; True and Righ= 
1. are thy Ways, LO R D GOD Almigl- 
Ty: Futt and true are thy Ways, thou King 
2 Salas; ; and thy Fudgments are made mas 
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Atbaliab, that had the Scepter in her | v 
- Hand before, ſteps into the Throne, | 1: 
over Shoes in Blood now; and there ſhe: t! 
ſat ſix Years, and in the ſeventh the Ven- 2 
geance of the Lox D overtook- her, and 4 
took her away in a Whirlwind, when / 
this Word was doubled in her Mouth, b 
Treaſon, Treaſon, who was as foul: that I h 
way as her Hands were bloody; you wilt. al 
have juſt a Sight of her in the next Chaps d 
ter, and no more. e 
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Fos Hhada loving and tender Nurſe, 

| of Feboram's Daughter, his Aunt; and as. 
=_— Ccarcful a Tutor, her Husband, that ho- 
= *' nourable Man Fehojada the Prieſt, his. 

| 

| 
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Protector under Go p: It muſt needs fol- 
low, that Youth. ſo ſeaſoned in its Mino- 
rity, will do ſomething worthy of ſuch a 
Tutorage; ſo he did, and the firſt Act he 
took in Hand, was the Reparation of 
te Temple, fallen into decay thro the 

_ wickedneſs of ungodly Tyrants. There 


Way 


SALLY 
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was the greateſt Reaſon in che World thar 
ſo he ſhould do, repair the Breaches 
there, which Atbaliab, that wicked Woman, 
with her Sons, had made there, taking the 
dedicate Things of the LO R D's Houſe, and be- 
ſowing them upon Baalim; for the Temple, 
by Gop's Appointment, had preſerved ' 


him to make up the many Breaches made 


alſo upon the Houſe of David; and in- 
deed the King follow'd the Buſineſs with 
ſo earneſt a Zeal, that not only the Le- 
vites were more ſlack then he, but even 
Feboiada his Tutor, was fain to be quick= 
ned by his Admonition. He would up- 
hold that Place with the- greateſt Zeal, 
which he had learn'd, by good Informa- 
tion, had upheld him: But his Zeal was 
fained, and the Precepts his good Guar= 
dian diſtilled into him, did not ſink down 
into his Heart; they have no other Im- 
preſſion there, but what a ſnort Time could 
wear out. Jebel ada, that good Coun- 
ſellor, dies full of Days, and the People 
buried him among the Kings of fudabz. 
That excellent Prieſt is gone from the 
Court to his Crown; he had the Gain, 
the Court and Kingdom had the Loſs, a4 
Loſs unſpeakable; for then the Princes of 
udah acted their Parts, flattered their 
ing; drew him to their Side, who hearke 
md wnto them, and Jeft the Hue of the 


| 
1H 
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LORD, and ſærved Idols; and then Wrath» 


came. upon Fudab and Feruſulem: Wrath 


came, Ay, a Land-waſting Wrath came 
dovun upon a King and Kingdom, when 
- © they fall before Idols; then Wrath comes. 


© and: will not ſpare, for it is the Wrath. 
© of the EoxD, whoſe Glory they have 
given to Stocks and Stones. They 


were ſerved in their kind, for they ſerved. 


Idols; Prince and People, they, all choſe: 
new Gods, Then was War in the Gates; vet 


the Lox D appointed Means, which could 


have done it, for he ſent Prophets unto 
them, but they would not give Ear; as: 
an impatient ſick Man, they were angry 


with the Remedy; they ſmote their Phy- 


ſician, They.confpired:again#t G0 D' Meſſen- 
ger, and ſtoned him with Stones, and all be- 
cauſe he had done the beſt Service that is 


imaginable; he conteſted with the King 


and People, ſaying, Why trauſgreſ you the 
Commandment of the LORD, that you'can- 
wot. Proſper ? All the Ways you take to 
Thriye and Proſper in the World is loſt 


Labour; you- have forſaken the LORD, | 


He-hath-alſo. forſaken. you. This was alh 


the good Man had done, in theſe Words 


he had ſpoke unto the People; for which 


. - - 


they conſpired gain him, and ſtoned bim 


_ with Stones, at the Commandment of the King. 
What a King is this! The likeſt to the un, 


grateful; 


* 


— 


— 
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let Benbadad go, whom. He had appoints 
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grateful Snake that ever was heard of: 


His Son is ſlain at the Command ment of the 


King, whoſe Fathers and Mother was the 
King's Nurſe in his Infancy; was his 


Guardian when he was young, his faith- 
ful Counſellor when he was grown up: 
The Son of ſuch a Father, that had done 
ſo. much for the King, was toned at the 
Commandment of. the King. What will not 
that King do, that has left the Houſe of the 
LORD GOD of his Fathers ** Whoever 
faw an Idolater that was not an ungrate- 
ful Man 2 A counterfeit Zeal will dege- 
nerate into the dea dlieſt Hatred; and no 


ſuch Enemies to the Houſe and Hou- 
mold of Go p, as Friends once, but now 
turned Adverſaries: Such an Adverſary 


was Foaſh, and the moſt unthankful Man 
that ever we read of, I cannot except 
one, for his Ingratitude did exceed Ben- 
badid's King of Syria: Fight nat againft 
ſmall or great, ſave only with the King of 

Hrael. This was Benhadad's Charge; a 
moſh unkind Requital of Abab's fooliſh 
Pity to him, giving him his Life at an 
— rate. Benhadad returns that Kind- 
neſs with that bloody Charge, touching 
the taking away Abab's Life; and it was 


done accordingly; but according to the 


Threat of the Lo RD, becauſe Ahab had 


Tn ed 
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| edto utter Deftruttion. I looked into that 0 
Place to ſee whether it could be a Para- 1 
lel for this Man's Ingratitude; but it can- 
not be, the like is not to be found in all 
the Records of Time. Good Zacbar iab, 
and the Son of as good a Father, to 
whom Joaſh was more beholding than to 
all the Men in the World; and no leſs to 
his Son, for he told him the truth; which 
is the greateſt Kindneſs a Prophet can do 
unto a King: This true Prophet was ſto- 
ned with Stones at the Commandment of tbe 
King, whom his Father had done ſuch a 
Kindneſs unto, ſaved his Life and his- 
Crown both. ee IE 
He was flain in the Court of the Houſe of 
the LORD, where he ſhould have been 
ſpared, for it was near the Place which - 
was Joaſh's Sanctuary; but when a Man 
is reſolved to do wickedly, he will make 
no choice of Places ; or, if he does, that- 
Place pleaſeth beſt which is moſt before 
the LORD, and in the Face of the whole 
Congregation of Prophets, conſulting a- 
bout a Way, and reſolving upon it, how-- 
they may eſtabliſh his Crown, and make 
his Kingdom ſure for ever. This Place 
pleaſed Foaſh beſt, in the Court f GO D's 
 - Houſe, the Place for that great Aſſem= 
| bly; and yet it was well for Zachariab 
that he was Slain there, where he had 
dong 
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done ſo much Service to Gon and His | 
People. 


J ſhall be the longer upon this bloody 


Execution, that it may be a Check to 
them that would. burn down. that Houſe 
which hath preſerved them.; would con- 
ſume them and their Houfes who would 


have kept theirs: The Spirit of GO D 


gives us the Reaſon of that unnatural and 
moſt unkingly Act; Foaſh the King remem- 


bred not the Kindneſs which Tehoiada his Fa- 


tber bad done unt him, but flew bu Son, 
There was never any wicked, cruel, miſ- 


chievous, rebellious, idolatrous, unthank- 
ful Perſon in the World, but he was a 


forgetful Perſon ; he remembred not the 


Kindneſs of the Loꝶx p, nor the Kindneſs 


of the Servants of the LO R D, that ſpake 


ood for him before the Lok n, and did 
um cage the Good that was in his Power; 


and ſo, forgetting all this, he will not 


care how he deals with Go p, nor how 


injuriouſly with the faithful Servants of 


G0. 


What the King wn he does, and 4 
fo did Wrong and Violence to the Blood 
of his beſt Servant. And what ſhall be 
done to him now? The Word indeed is 


gone out againſt him, 4 Man that doth 
Fiolence to the Blood of any Perſon, ſhall fly to 
1 Ei, beg 42 ne Man ftay him: He has 125 


— on hs 
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Man's Blood, his Blood muſt. be ſhedi; 
there muſt be no delay in the execution 


of Judgment and Juſtice, he ſhall flee to the 


Pit: Bur it was Foaſh the King that gave 
this Command,. and * is accountable to 
none bur Goo. 

But yet he finds: an- heavy Rockaningt 
there, he has Slain the faithful Servant 
of G 0D, the Son of Fehoiada,, who was 
his N urſe, his Father, his Uncle, his Guar- 


dian, his Tutor, his Counſellor'; he was E 


all to him next to Gop; and he has Slain 
him in the Court of G O D's Houſe :. The 
LORD bas ſmitten His Hand at this, which 
the People have done at the Command- 
ment of the Ring: And there is a Prayer 
put up to Heaven againſt 7oaſh the King; 
juſt at the Time this Blood was ſheding z 
7 he LORD look upon. it, and require it. The 
Lon p is Juſt, He will do it; He will 
take the Matter into His own Hand; He 


will Reckon with Joaſh for this, and ſpee- 


dily, for Blood never continues long up- 
on the Score. Thus it was, and ſo the 
Loxp began with him; Afflicting him 


 Tightly at the firſt, afterwards more grie- 


vouſly. We paſs over now the Expediti- 
on of Huxel againſt Fudab, when Foaſh 
was fore afraid, and redeemed his Peace 
at 2 dear rate; we will fix our Eye rather 
upon this, that the Lox p. would now 

| OFers 
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over-match him by a deſpicahle Enemy: 
He ſent: a handful of Syriaus againſt him; 
theſe made an Inroad upon his Land, and 
flew the Princes of Fudah The Princes 
at whoſe Perſuaſion the King had become 
2 Rebel to the K TN. of Kings; they: 
Slew-the Princes; and Pillaged the Peo- 
ple, notwithſtanding their Militia, and 


left the King in great Diſeaſes, to be cu- 


red thereof by his own: mercileſs Vaſtals, 


who murthered him upon his Bed: So 


the end of his Time came then upor 
him z then was: the laſt Lear of his. 
Reign, when he thought. himſelf but 


beginning to live as he liſted, without: 


Controul, in the Exerciſe of meer Pow- 


er, ſuppoſing, belike, that he Was no free 
Prince unleſs he did what he liſted, and 
*©25-long as one durſt tell him the plain 
Truth, how great foever that Man's: 
Deſervings were that did fo, yea, tho” 


Gop's Commandment required it. 
We will gather ſome Obſervations frem 
hence. We obſerve, WR 
1. That Fozfh's Militia had no Power. 
The Army of the Syrians came up, a 
ſmall Company of Men, and the LORD 
delivered 'a very great Ho#? into their Hund. 
Was not that ſtrange? No, there is a 
mighty Reaſon why it was ſo ; becauſe 
they had forſaken the LORD GO D of tbein 


- preſent 
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Fathers. He that forſakes G op is a Man- 


who, in time of War, forſakes his Rock, 


5 Caſtle, or ſtrong Hold, and expoſeth 


himſelf to the mouth of the Cannon: 
This forſaking of Gop is like the cutting 
of Sampſon's Locks; his Strength goes 

y from him, and he becomes 
Weak. Let Sinners in Sion be afraid; let 
fearfulneſs ſurprize the Hypocrites; the 
Church cannot fear an Army of Papiſts, 
though never ſo great an Hoſt, for they 


have forſaken GOD, and are of uo Power : 


But yet here is Cauſe enough from tis 


Scripture to make a revolted Nation be- 


think themfelves ; for, 


2. Here was more than a bare forſaking © 
'* tf GOD, here was a ſerving-of- Idols ; they - | 


provoked Him with their Images and ſtrange 
Vanities : Then it was not poſſible they 


could be in any better poſture of Defence 


now, the Enemies are entred-upon them, 
than are ſo many naked Men; for we 


Naked. i 


have read long ſince, Idols make a People 


3. Nor was this all; the worſt is, the 


Guilt of innocent Blood lyeth upon the 
People; they had ſhed it, they were In- 
ſtruments in that horrid Execution: Then 
in come the Syrians upon Vrael, a ſmall 
Company of Rovers, intending to Pillage, 
and away again; but finding the . 

8 | of 
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of the Kingdom wide open, this ſmall 


Company marched againſt Waſiis huge 


en e 
ng Cr et ng 
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Army : But what Difaſter or Amazement 
happen d amongft the 1/raelites,. IL know . 
not, but they had forſaktn: GOD, and 
Blood was upon them; and theſe handful 
of Syrians gave the Army of Judab a no- 
table Overthrow.; ſo that great Hof was 
delivered up into their Hands, HR 
What became of Foaſh the King? He 
did not eſcape ſure; he thought it a to- 
ken of his Liberty to deſpiſe the Service 
of Go'D;. and a manifeſt Proof of his be- 
ing King, becauſe he could command to 
the Block the Son of that Father, to 
vhom he ſtood moſt: deeply engaged for 
ſingular and unrecountable Benefits. Cer- 
tainly he did not eſcape; and ſo we ſind 
5 we Text, En antes _— 
tudgment again Foaſh ; ignommious 7uage 
| wa, N BE Trarflation ; It 5 
vident enough, they had him in their 
Hands, and handled him not as Joaſb the 
King; but as #«ſþ the Murtherer: And 
being not worth the carrying away, they 
diſmiſſed him, leaving him in ſore Di- 
ſeaſes, to be cured thereof by his merct- 
leſs Vaſſals; and they quickly diſpateh'd 
him out of the way, and ſo cur'd him of 
all his wordly Pain. But ſee how Gop 
meaſur d his Puniſnmennt. 


His own Servants execute Judgment up- 


on him, for the Blood of the Sons-of Jeboiada 


the Prie ii. N 


2. Fooſh Slew that Prophet in che Court 


7 GOD's Hoafe : He defiled that Houſe 


with the. Prieſt's Blood; now his- Houſe 


ſhall be polluted with his own. 


. 7oaſh Stew him near. that Plat of 
Refuge, not long before Joaſb's Sanctua- 


* 


Ty, In the Court of G O D', Houſe, His 


Servants Slay him on his Bed; a Place de- 
puted for Repoſe and Reſt. | 


The good Prieſt thought himſelf ſafe 
in the Court of GO D Houſe ; and expect- 


ed no Violence to- be offered. him there, 


much leſs from Joaſh, who found that 


2 


Place his Sanctuary; yet. Foaſh's Hand 


does Execution upon the Prieſt there, in 


the Court vf G O D's Houſe. Now Foaſh ſhall 
have his Meaſures; he is ly ing upon his 
Bed; the Enemy is departed; thoſe of 
his own: Houſe, his Servants are round a- 

bout him. He expected his own Servants - 
were about him for another Purpoſe ; to 


turn him on his Bed, and to make it as 

eaſy for his tired Body and waſted Spi- 
rits as they could; but they are theze for 
another Purpoſe, to execute Go D's Vers 


geance for the Blocd of the Sons of: Feboiada. 


Ag.; 
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—— 1. Jou ſh gave Commandment to Slay 
the deſt Servant he had in the World: 
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ay- | They that have ſhed Blood to their 
d': | Power, will not conſider: chis, for their 
p- Heart is hardned to Villanies; and now 
% they have drank- Blood, their Thirſt there- 
of gannot be quenched: But he that is 

wiſe lays this to Heart, and ffoppeth bis 
a Ear from hearing of Blood, remembring by 
ſs this Example, that G o D makes Inquiſi- 
I tion for Bload'; He fands it out, and re- 
of pays it in a full Meaſure: His own Ser- 
a | wants Slew him upon his Bed and he. died. 


is . | Then chen buried bim, nothing careful 
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1 chat which was right in the fight o 
LORD; but there was the chief Ae 
of 2 Chriftian, aye , Wanting: This 
Grace the King want 
was right in the Eyes of :he LO RD; but 
not with a perfect Heart. Actions may be 
ſtrait and fie when the Heart ſtands 


crooked and perverſe; it is greatly ro be 
regarded, not what 1 do, bur with what 


Heart I do it. What ſay we then to thoſe 
Men, who regard neither the matter, 


nor manner of their Work, neither what 
they do, nor how they do it; Mighty 


Hunters before the LORD, who ſhed Blood 


to their Power, aud with. 6 Rage that-reachs 
eth up to Heaven. 


So ſoon as Amaxiab felt himſelf ſtron g. 


and his Kingdom eſtabliſſi d, he /lewv thoſe 


Servants that had killed the King his Father. 
A good beginning, in the execution of 


J ——_— and Jull ice pon ſuch Mur- 
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be did that which . 
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© - | therers, that had killed the Loxv's a- 


nointed, and their Maſter. - I may ask 


here, as the Lox ydothin another Place, 


Did not the Son do Fudgment. and Fuſtice ? 
We muſt needs anſwer, He did ſo; He 


' flew his Servants that killed the King bis Fu- 


ther. The ready Way a King can take, 
© to eſtabliſh himſelf and his Kingdom, is 


to ſcatter the Wicked from his Throne, 
and to bring the Wheel over them: 
7 Then by the Rule of contraries, to take 


the Wicked by the Hand, to Counte- 
© nance them, to Delight in them, is the 


© moſt compendious way to Deſtroy the 


Throne, to ſpread Confuſion over it. 

' "Amaziah does otherwiſe, clears his Way 
to bis Throne, not only in point of Ju- 
ſtice, but of Wiſdom and ſound Diſcreti- 
on. The People might have ſome Jealou- 
ſies touching the old King's Death; he 
Was à diſeaſed Man, a very Burthen to 
himſelf ; he lay 
Bones full of the Sins of his Vouth: 
Might not the Servants know their young 
Maſter's Mind, who was ready for the 


_ Crown? Amaxiab now, according to the 
Counſel of the Heathen, will quit him 
+ſelf from the ſuſpicion of Wickedneſs; all 


Jrael ſhould know, that whatever Foaſh : 
: the King was, yet he was his Father, and 


he honoured him as 4 Father: All Vrael 


— 


languiſhing, wich his 
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mould ſee how his Heart roſe up againſt 17 
thoſe bloody Villains, that Slew his Fa- 
ther, by-ſeeing him lift up his Hand a- J 
gainſt them to cut them off from the | ? 
Earth. He was now ſtepping to his 

Throne, and ſitting down there; he had ſt 
had-an uneaſy Seat of it, had any drop of be 

His Father's Blood been there for his Cu- || ® 

ſheon; and there doubtleſs it had been, 
even the Blood of his Father, if he had | *! 


not waſhed it clean out, by cutting off | ” 
ſuch villanous Murtherers,and ſo he clear- | = 
ed his .own Innocency, his Diſcretion, D 
and his Throne altogether. ner Bernd C 
And now this is not Incoutidemble H 
which follows; he waited for a Crown 1 
Twenty Five Vears, and in all that Time fo 
it appears not that he was ſick of the Fa- Ti 
ther; and he wore his Crown F our Years 


longer than he waited for it. 163 2 = 
Amaziah has cleared his Innocency and 12 
| his Honour by this Act; nor was it poſſi- 1 
ble for him to make all this clear any 
other way to all Jrael, but by Slaying 
thoſe wicked Servants who Slew their 1 
Maſter. Jer 
1 nb Judah aan. and th 
made them Captains over Thouſands, &c. He | 
bired a Hundred Thouſand migh nag out of ſt: 
 dfrael to ſtrengthen him: But they could not 
Fog. vm 5 3 for G0 was not with 
| 4 Iraeh 


* 


member that Go p only 
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Vrael. It is Go p' being with a People 


that ſtrengthens them; Mighty Men out of 
Iſrael could not ſtrengthen Fudah ; for GOD 


was not with Iſrael, no, not with all the 


Children of Ephraim-; therefore, if Ephraim 


ſtood with Fudah, Fudab's King muſt fall 


before the Enemy; for Go p does all, He 
hath Power to Help and to caſt Down. 
Note the Words well before we paſs 
them, The LORD & not with Iſrael; nor 
with all the Children of Ephraim, becauſe 
Epbraim walked not uprightly : They ſerved 
Devils; they humbled themſelves before 
Calves; they lifted up their Eyes and 


Hearts to lying Vanities, therefore nor 
with all the Children of Ephraim: And there- 


fore ſaid the good Prophet to the King, 
Take Ephraim to thee, if thou wilt; make 


thy ſelf frong with Ephraim s Arm, if it be 
be ſtrong for the Battle; lut 


thy Will, an 
know, O King, GOD à not with Iſrael, for 


| Iſrael & ſtidden back: Not with all the Chil= _ 
dren of Ephraim; for they are joined to Idols, 


therefore ſhall they be oppreſſed and broken in 


| Tudgment. Do not think then to ſtrength- * 
en thy ſelf with a broken Arm, with 


thoſe from whom Go p is departed ; re- 
makes a People 


ſtand or fall, He has power to Help or to ca#t 
Down. So Amaziah hearkning to the 


Man of Gop, tho' not content to loſe 


F ;, + n_ 
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the Hundred Talents, ſeparated the Army 
that came to him out of Ephraim, to go 
Home again. And they returned in great 
Anger, and fell upon the Cities of Judah 
in the Way; ſmote Three Thouſand of 
them, and took much Spoil! 
Notwichſtanding Ae bebrknibg 
to the Prophet, and diſmiſſing thoſe Sol- 
diers, is the better ſtrengthened for the 
the War; he led forth his People, ſmites 
His Enemies, Ten Thouſand of them at 
a Blow, and prevails over as many more, 
carrying them away Captives to the top 
of a Rock, and thence he 'broke them 
to A 
Then returning Goin the Siavg hier he 
brought the Gods with him, and ſet them 
up to be his Gods, bowed before them: 


For this the Prophet Rebuked this beſot- | 


cd King, and the King Reproached the 
good Prophet, giving him a churliſh and 
threatning Anſwer, asking the Prophet 
who made him a Counſellor; and biding 
him forbear, elſe he ſhould teel his Hand. 


Then the Prophet forbore, and yet he 
will ſpeak out his Words, If thou art ſuch a | 


Fooliſh King, that thou wilt no more be Ad- 
moniſhed, it is becauſe thou muſt certainly 
be deſtroyed: If thy Ear be ſhut againſt 
good Counſel, the Judgments of Gop 
ſhall enter, and thou ſhale lay thy ſelf and 
thy Kingdom open unto them. The 
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The Threatning of the King could not 
1 vdid the Learning of the Lok p; 
but muſt haſten the Execution thereof, 


as the Prophet knew very well. Ama- 
ziah had fallen down before the Edomites 


Gods, he roſe as high in the confidence 


of his own Strength; as he had dealt 
fooliſhly, like an Idolater to provoke the 
Lo x vp, ſo he would deal as proudly too 
in provoking an Enemy : He that could 
place Help in Stocks and Stones, the Edo- 
ite: Gods, would put Truſt alſo in the 
Companies of Men, for thus he does; 
he ſin s the laſt peal to call in Judgment 
ümſelf; e preſecu- es that Way 
a will be to his Deſtruction ; ; he 
ruſheth upon his own Ruin, and invites it, 
ſaying to the King of Trael, Come, let us 
ſee one another in the Face. The King of 
1/rael, more out of Scorn than Love, bids 
him forbear, being no fitter a Match for 
him than a Thiſtle for a Cedar. This 


was a notable Scorn, and ſure enough 


Amaziah took it ſo; but it was good 
Counſel, and it had been better if the 
King bad taken the ſame. But Anax ins 
Far was ſhut up againſt. | ſound Counſel, 
he would not bear; it came of G0 D, that be 


might deliver them into the Hands of their 


Enemies, becauſe they ſought after the Gods of 


Ra 'T herefore | 1 ſhould be left to pur- 


1 ln 
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ſue his own Deſtruction; and fo he did, 
he thruſt himſelf into his Eemies Hands: 


This Enemy carried him in triumph to 
the Gates of FJeruſalem, forceth the cap- 
tive King to betray his own City. The 


King of [ſrael breaks all Fudab's Strength 2 
he Sack'd the Houſe of the Loxp, and 
the King's Houſe, and takes away all. that 
was precious there; then gives the poor 


Creature, the King of Judab, his Life 
for a Prey, and returned to Samaria, but 
lived not long after. Amaxiab out- lived 
his Glory fifteen Years, after this miſera- 


ble Deſtruction; but could not out-live 
his Miſery, that followed him ſtill after 


he did turn away from folowing:the LORD. 
He had Adverſaries from without, theſe 
ſpoiled him; and from within, that con- 
ſpir'd againſt him. The King thought 
to out · run all, ſo he fled to Lachiſh ; but 
Judgment was. too guick for him, and o- 
vertook him (we cannot out- run the 
Judgments of GO p); They ſent to Lachiſh 
after him, and ſlew bim there. You ſhall 
never read, that an Idolater eſcaped out 
of. the Hand of G o.D; ſooner or later 
His Hand finds him out, and is heavy 
upon him. And now being Slain, he 
muſt be Buried; they do him this little 
Honour, They brought him upon Horſes and 
Buried him, and made his Son Uxxiab, call d 


io Axariab, King in his oom. THE | 
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\ | Ocwithſtanding the Hatred borne 
: to Amaziah, his Son Uzziah ſuc- 
ceeded him when he was Sixteen Years 
Old: He lived a few Years a Prince, ma- 
ny Years a King; he Reigned Fifty Two 
Years ; he Builds and Reſtores what was 
D.: | loſtand broken down in his Father's Days; 
aſe he Strengtheneth himſelf,exceedingly ; he 


2 n 


nN- | Warred, and was very Victorious over 
ht the Philiſtines; he diſmantled their Towns, 
ut then proceeded unto the Arabians and A- 
o- morites, brought them to pay him Tribute. 
he As his Victories were far more Important 
ib | than were the Atchivements of all that 
all had Reigned in Judab fince David; ſo 
ut were his Riches and magnificent Works 
er equal, if not ſuperior to any of theirs that 
Vy | had been Kings between him and Solo- 
he mon. He had abundance of all we com- 


le monly call good Things, to entich his 
nd Coffers, and to fortity his Kingdom. AE 
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Uzziah had the Care of an Holy Man 
over him, an honeſt Prieft was-not Fant- 
ing to Uxziab; a great Bleſſing to the 
King and Kingdom; as the contrary, an 
ungodly Man, à vile Counſellor, N wick- 
ed Prieſt is a Plague to both. Uzziah 
had a goed Tutor, a learned Man; he 
had Underſtanding in the. Viſions of G O D, 
and, no doubt, took care that the young 
King ſhould underſtand them too; for, 
in the Days of his good Tutor Zachariab, 
_ heſoughr G op; and ſo long as he ſought 
the LORD he was no Looſer, for GO 
nmuiadse him to Proſper. Then Go p help- 
ace. him, made him Victorious againſt the 
P ͤpbiliſtines and againſt the Arabiuns; Gon 
made the Ammoriter fall at his Feet, and 
preſent him with Gifts; Gop helped him, 
his Enemies fall before him. He would 
feek the LoRD; he would Advance His 
Name, as his good Tutor taught him; 
the Lo RD would make him a Man o 
Renown, his Name ſhould fpread abroad, 
even to the entring in of Egypt. 1 
We have read the beft concerning x- 
ziab, Proſperous 'as long as he ſought the 
LORDGOD of his Fathers: But after 
that we rend no more of his Proſperity. 
The Prieſt dies, and the King's Zeal dies; 
but the Lo D had lifred up he poor 
Man, and the Man lifted up his * 4 8 
1 . ' 18 1 


r . Weed 
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high, that he loſt the Sight of himſelf, 
and the Ground he ſtood upon, and of the 


| Hed that helped and advanced him ar 


It is dangerous for a King to contend: 
with his faithful Servants, in the execu- 
tion of their Office, which Gop hath 
entruſted them with. And in the ſecond 
Place 'tis obſervable, an Heart lifted up- 
to Deſtruction, will venture upon ſome 
inglorious and unhallowed Actions, eſpe- 
cially ſuch which ſtrike at the Law and 
Worſhip of Gon, as our Lord Biſhops did, 
putting a Scorn upon the Lox D's Day, 
But to proceed, the Lo x D will lift up 

His Hand againſt that Man, who will 

lift up his Heart againſt Him; and if he 


will be fo venturous, as to do Diſhonours 


to his His Houſe, to His Service and Ser- 
vants, he ſhall bear the Marks of thoſe _ 
Diſhonours to his dying Day ; and they 
ſhall not part with him at his Grave nei- 
ther. It was ſo with Uzzi:h.; Uzziah 


the King was 4 Leper unto the Day of bit 


Death; and, being a- Leper, he dwelt in a 
ſeveral Houſe, for be was cut off from the 
Houſe of the LORD. And fo, having wa- 


ſted out a miſerable Life ; He Slept with 
his Fathers, and was Buried with them in the 


ſame Burying-place. Fotham was over the 
King's Houſe, Judged the People of the 


1 Land 
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Land in his Father's Life time; and when ke 


his Father was Dead, Reigned iff his 1 
ſtead. Of him in his own Place, amongſt T 
the good Kings. 3 
ee | 
. th 
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A HAZ, Joibam's Son, and Grandchild 
to Uzziah, was Twenty Years Old 8 


9 


when he began to Reign; ſuch an Ido- h 
later as exceeded all his Predeceſſors, the 1 


walked in the Ways of the Kings of 1[rael ; ſo 
did he, but in this he exceeded, for he of- 
fered that moſt unnatural, cruel and devil- 
iſh Oblation, even the Son of his Body, 
he burnt hu Children in the Fire. Therefore 
that which his Father Fotham builded, all 
thoſe ſtrong Places, could not ſtrengthen 
the Son. The King of Syria, and the 
King of Iſrael both ſmote him with a very 
great Slaugbter; but the King of Vrael laid 
upon him the ſevereſt Blows, for he was 
a Neighbour, and a Brother offended ; 
The King of Iſrael Slew in Fudah an Hun- 
dred and Twenty Thouſand in one Day, which 
were all valiant Men, becauſe they had forſa- 
7 | ken 
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ken the LORD GOD of their Fathers, +. | 
There was an old. Quarrel, and theſe 
Kings were. the Vials through which the 
Lok p poured down the Wrath, and a- 
venged the Quarrel of Ha brobhen Cove- 
nant, When Prince and People forſake 
Go p, Gov forſakes them, breaks down 
the Hedges, takes away their Defence, 
and after that He takes away Peace; 
then one Enemy comes, then another, 
= | #ill all are conſumed, though they are all Va- 


liant. 1 | 
ild Amongſt theſe Slain was the King's 
Id Son; the Governour of his Houſe, and 
o- he alſo that was next to the King's Per- 


5 ſon: The moſt Valiant Men were Slain; 
74 ſo were they that were neareſt to the 
f. King in Love and Truſt: Beſides all this, 


1 Vrael carried away Captives of their Bretbren 

Þ Two Hundred Thouſand Women, Sons and 
e | Daughters, with much Spoil; and brought it to 
II Samoria. Oded, a good Prophet, ſpeaksto 

n | the Hoſt of Samaria very well; bids them 


e remember, and conſider on it, That there 

„ {|} ere with them, even with them, Sins againſi 
1 | .:he LORD GOD, for which they muſt 

5 look for a Day of Reckoning, even they 

; who would ſhow no Pity to their Bre- 
- | thren inthe Day of their Trouble; nay, 
) ſaid the Prophet, the Day of Reckoning 
I is come, for the fierce Wrath of G OD wu up- 
| : LS | ” F 5 . on 


ed away Captive, the People, and 3 
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on hen. And theſe Words, with certain 
others, prevailed for the ſending baEk Fu- | 
dab's Captives warm Clad, and well ar- | 
rayed with cheir Spoils. 
Thus 1/-ael relents at the Stroak he had 
given Juduab, and ſhews Mercy unto _ 
eri doubleſs, moved 4haz very y,much 
o ceaſe from thoughts of Revenge. But 
ke: bends himſelf againſt Rein King of 
Syria; and that he may be Avenged on 
him, he ſent to Tiglth the K ing of Mria, 
faying, I am thy. Servant, thy Son, come up 
and ſave me out, of the Hand off the King of 
Sie So he calls in a foreign King to 
his Help, who knew very well how to. 
make Profit by the Troubles that rofe in | 
Paleſtina; but yet Tiglath ſeems not yet 
moved with a 'Compleinenc. If Abax 
will have him come to fave him, he muſt 
Bribe him well to his Advantage; and 
fo he does, preſenting him with the Sil- 
ver and the Gold, taken out of GODS 
Hobſe and his own. Silver and Gold a ; 
are full of Rhetorick, can Perſuade migh- 
tily, and make a Man to hearken ; fo it & 
follows, then Tiglatb hearkned unto. 4M * 


„ =. Orrs e 


Bax, for be had dh Treaſures of Jer | £ 
Jem in his, Hand; and, having therewith-q 1 
prepared his Arn he invaded the Ters 8 
ritory of Damaſcus, won that City, carri- © 


Be- 
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tain | Rezin, the King thereof. Now Ab 
4 thinks his Treaſure well beſtowed, for 
ar- Tiglath had Avenged him of his Adverſa- 

I | ry; and goes to Dam ſcus to meet Tiglath 
had there, and to behold the Ruin of that 
im, | King and his City, who had ſo diſtreſſed 
uch him and all Judab; he feeds his Eyes 
But with rueful Spectacles, thinking now his 
of chiefeſt Enemy was taken away, not con- 
on. ſidering that himſelf was he, Abax being 
ria, | now. at Damaſcus, ſaw an Altar there, 
| falls in love with the Form and Faſhion 
r of | ofit: An Idolater ever is better pleaſed; 
to | with that Altar and Service, Which he 
to. | hath deviſed from his own Heart, than 
in | he is with that which the Wiſdom'of Gon 
/et | hath commanded: So is Abax here, as 
az. | Feroboam before him, much taken with 
aft | this Altar and Form of it, ſends a Model 
nd of it to Urijah the Prieſt, that it may be 
il= | Sampled in Feruſalem according to the 
5s | Pattern. The Prieſt was as ready to make 
it as the King his Maſter was to Wotſhip: 
before it: Before the King was returned 
from Damaſcis, the Prieſt had hoiſted up 
Altar, according to the Pattern, and 

TTT 
This Urijab was indeed a Servant of 
Setvants, the baſeſt Servant, and did the 


. baſeſt Service that is imaginable ; for he 
& |. ſerved his Maſters Luſts, which war a- 
. gainſt 
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gainſt che Soul, and ſo did the greateſt 
Diſſervice to his Maſter that poſſibly 
could be done: That Servant that obeys | 
his Maſter's Commands, againſt the Com- 
mand of his Maſter in Heaven, doth his 
Maſter on Earth the greateſt Diflervice | 
that can be, for he helps on his Maſter's. 
Rebellion againſt Go p, and haſtens on 
his Maſter's Ruin, and with him the Ruin 
af all the People committed to his Ma- 
Ner's Charge. Accurſed be ſuch unfaith- 
ful Servants evermore, that are ſo pliable 
to their Lord's Will, againſt the Will and 
'. Commandment of their Maſter in Hea- Þ 
ven. Urijah did as King Ahaz, command- 
ed. Oh! well had it been with the King, 
if the Prieft had diſobeyed his Maſter in 
that Point, for then he had done as Gop 
had commanded ; but the Prieſt did as 
_ the King commanded, made an Altar ac- 
cording to the Pattern ſent from Damaſ- 
cus, reared up this ſtrange Pile, then 
thraft it up between Go 7's Altar and the 
Temple, gives it an apparent Precedency, 
ſaying in his Heart, Let the GOD of Ju- 
Aab come behind the Gods of Syria. This I- 
dolatrous King lays down his Scepter, 
and takes up the Cenſor, and Sacrificeth 
on his new Altar to his new Gods, the 
Gods of Damaſcus; for which he gives us 
5 this Reaſon for that, Becauſe the Gods of the. 
BEES - | Kings 
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King 
his Wits! His abominable Idolatries have 


Kings of Syria help them. See, I pray, the 
1 — as a Man quite forſaken of 


taken away his Underſtanding and his 


Senſe too; Help them, ſaid he! Did the 
Gods of the Kings of Syria help them? 


His Eyes told him, if he could have ſeen, 
that they were the Ruin of Damaſcus, and 
of the King there; yet, ſaith he, I will 
Sacrifice to the Gods of Damaſcus, that they. 


| =” belp me. 


ut firſt we may obſerve the Manner 


| of Worſhip, which Go Þ preſcribes Abax, 
does not pleaſe him; he will have a Way 
of his own, ſomething like to that Go p 


commanded; ſo he faſhioned an Altar, 


and brought new Gods with him to Fe- - 
ruſalem: But what follows, War was in bu 


Gates; he was diſtreſſed on every ſide, 
the Lok D, againſt Whom, he Rebelled, 


poured down Wrath upon him. Iſrael 


and Aram vexed him on the North, and 


the Edomites and the Philiſtines entred up- 


on his Country from the South, ſmit Fu-- 
dah, carried away Captives, invaded 
their Cities, and dwelt there: To whom 
then ſhouid Abax have looked in the Dax 


of ſuch Diſtreſs? To the Gop of Salvati- 


ons, and to the Gop of Deſolations alſo ; 
for thoſe He makes in the Earth, Men 
are but His Vials, but Rods and "—_—_ 
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and Battle-Axes in His Hand: Serely, ſaith 
the Loxp himſelf, Thou wilt bear me now, 
ow thou wilt receive Iuſtruct ions. Becauſe 
now He hath cut off Nations, the Tow- 
ers are deſolate, their Streets waſte, their 
Cities deſtroyed, their Kings ſlain, now 
thou wilt Fear Me, now thou wilt re- 
ceive Inſtruction; ſurely it is meet to be 
ſaid unto Gor, I bave born Chaſtiſement, 
and I will not offend any more ; © That which 
© I ſee not, teach chou me; if I have done 
*Iniquicy, I will do no more. Surely, 
now in Diſtreſs, 4haz will ſay, O 60D 
Help me. Should not a People ſeek unto their 
GOD? HOO ABELIAN if 

Now Abax is in Diſtreſs, what will he 
do now? He ſees that a Man is a vain 
Thing, there is no truſting him ; he ho- 
ped be would help him, and he hath di- 
ſtreſſed him, What does he now? Worſe 
and worſe, In the Time of bu Diſtreſs be did 
Treſpaſs yet more again the LORD. He 
was was made mot Miſerable, and yet he 
remained mo#} Wicked ; he loſt the fruit of 
all his fore Afflictions. Though his Way 
was. hedged with Thorns round about, 
yet, like a wild Af uſed to the Wilderneſs, 
he brake looſe and traverſed his Way; 
though he was faſt in Gop's Fetters, yet 
he thought to eſcape by his own Wiſdom. 
uur would ſerve. bin, be thought be could 


ride 


part, of Tire and Jadah, 1 


th ride upon Horſes, therefore 5% Perſecutur: 
5 dere ſwift. Certainly never was any 
ſe King more mad upon his Idols; nor did 
* any King before him, blunder on ſo a- 
ir inſt the Angel, and upon the drawn 
* Sword, as he did; ſo went looking for- 
— ward and backward, on this fide, and on 
e that, but the Angel croſſed him every 
; way, and yet he Cent on. 
1 This was King Abaz; but, Whither 
4 went he? For the Living to the Dead. Abax 

5 had ſaid before to the King of Syria, Come 
D up and ſave me; now he ſaith as much to 

F Stocks and Stones, Ariſe and help me: He 


Sacrificed to the Gods Damaſcus, and be ſaid, 
They may belp me: They help'd to bring 
3 low, to make the Land and her 
ing naked. Some Things muſt be ob- 
ferved from this Story of Abax by way of 
Caution firſt ; and then for Inſtruction 
here is a great deal. For Caution firſt, 
. We fhould be well aware, whether 
high or low, great or ſmall, that we ſet not 
our Foot in an Idolatrous Way: It were 
worth the noting, to ſet down the Pede- 
gree of Idols, and then the Riſe of Idola- 
trous Services. In one word, the Idola- 
ter began with the offering a grain, of 
Incenſe 


W 
5 3 


e firſt. What did he offer at the 
laſt 2 The Son of his Body, for the Sin 

of his Soul, Abax himſelf is a great Ex- 
f ample 


— - - 
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ample of all this; He walled in the Ways of 


the Kings of Iſrael ; he alſo made Molten 1- 
mages for. Baalim. Moreover be burnt In- 


cenſe in the Valley. The Calves of Ferobo- 
am drew him on to the Gods of the Hea- 


then; and now Bulls and Goats are too 
lictle for his new Gods, his own Fleſh 
and Blood is but dear enough! He that 


burnt Incenſe but now, now burns his 


Children in the Fire. 742 
2. Beware we ſet not up an Altar, which 
_ Gop commands not, though it be but 


one, for this one will draw on a ſecond, 
and a ſecond a third. Ab. x is a great 


Example here alſo; he ſet up an Altar 


in the Holy Place, and after that, be 


made bim Altars in every corner of Feruſa- 
lem; nor there only, but in every City of 


Fudab : He made High Places to burn Incenſe 
to other Gods, and proveked to Anger the 


LORD GOD of bs Fathers. And, 
3. Beware we ſhut not up the Eye a- 
gainſt the Light. Of all the Creatures 
Goyp has created, it is not ſafe to play 
with the Light. I have read of one who 
would not be behoiding to the Sun, for 
its Light to Walk or Work by, he would 


cloſe up his Eyes, and put a Cover over; 


at length be bethought himſelf, and was 
content to ſee the Light, and to take Be- 
nefic from it; but he had covered his * 

| ad 


- x 


fl part J. of Iſrael and Judah. 113 


ſo long, that taking off the Cover, he 


found his Eye in thi ſame place, but the 


Sight was gone. It is excellent which 


| Auguſtine ſaith, What Good dott thou to the 


Fountain when thou Drin tet of it? Thou 
art Refreſhed from it, and that is thy Be- 
nefit; ſo alſo, from the Fountain of 


Light, thou Seeſt by it, thou mayeſt 
Walk and Work by it, and that is thy 


Benefit: Be not proud then, do not ſhut. 


_ thine Eye againſt the Light, though it 


be but the Light of Nature, yet let it in, 
and make much of it, then Gop will en- 
truſt us with a greater Light: He that 4 
Faithful in a little ſhall be Ruler over much; 
but be that improveth not has little, ſhall baue 
that taken from him, which" be bath. neglect- 


| ed, or not improved to hls own good, and the 
| glory of the Giver. Abax is a great Exam- 
ple of this alſo; he plaid with Light, he 


thruſt it from him ; he would not take 


the Benefit of that common Light the 


Lok p gives out to every Man: He put 
Confidence in Man, Come, ſaith he, and 
ſave me; then in Stocks and Stones, abo- 
minable Idols, ſaying, Theſe may help me 
he truſted in them. Then it was he had 
Eyes and ſaw not; an Heart but under- 
ſtood not; as a filly Dove without an. 
Heart, he was as Senſeleſs as the Stocks 


he truſted in; They that make them are like 


unto 
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unto them; ſo à every one that truſteth in 
them. Then, from that Time, he ſought 
Help from thoſe deſpicable Things to the 
Day of his Death; he walked in the 
World as a Man in a Dungeon, groping 
his Way, as in the thickeſt Darkneſs. 
I. Strange Gods will blind a King 
ſtrangely; they will Degrade a Man, 
they take away his Excellency and 
Crown, his Underſtanding, Judgment, 
Reaſon, nay, his Senſe alſo, and leave 
him in the Dark. e 
2. Tdolatry is a fore Tranſgreſſion a- 
gainſt the Loxp, and brings ſore Judg- 
ments upon a Land, puts it into a forlorn 
and helpleſs Condition 1 
3. The whole Hoſt of Heaven andEarth 
will be our Enemies, till we make GoD 
our Friend. The King of Vrael ſaid well, 


If the LO R B di not belp, neither Perſon | 


nor any Thing can do us any good: And 
Gop never helps them, who expects help 
from Perſons and Things which Gop 


_ hath Curſed. 


That I may conclude this Section 
with the more Profit ; we will look back 
as far as to King Solomon, thence recollect 
the Story, that we may take a ſhort View 
of the Ways of Hrael, and thereby amend 


King 
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_ King Solomon, in his declining Years, | 
declined the true Worfhip of GOD: Re- 


Hhobobam follows on in the laſt Ways of 
Solomon, like his Father in every Thing, 


except the beſt Things, his Wiſdom and 
Repentance; for he doted upon Idols, 
joined himſelf to them, and ſlo rent from 


bimſelf the greateſt half of his Kingdom. 


Abijab, his Son, was wiſer, not much 
better. Aſa ſets all to rights again, and 


has a good Jeboſapbat: He has a bad Fe- 


ram; he walked in the Ways of Abab, 


for he had taken the Daughter of Abab 


to Wife, a wicked Women, ſhe poiſoned 


her Husband's Poſterity; their Wickedneſs 


is propagated to their Son, and their 


| Son's Son. Unthankful Fooſh. has almoſt 


as bad an Amaziuh;' and he an Uzziab, 
Then there is a good Deſeent in Fotham, 
and that is from Above; Goodneſs is not 


| propagated, Wickedneſs is, for Jotbam has 


an Ah:z, : There we are, but I go on: 
Then there is a Deſcent from Heaven a- 

gain, Abax hath an Hezekiab. Then 
there is a natural Deſcent again, Hexe- 


 kiah hath a Manaſſeh ; and the natural 


Deſcent goes on, for Maneſſeb hath an 
Amon; Then the Deſcent from Heaven, 
for Amon hath a Fofiah; and after him the 
natural Deſcent holds till all was bro- 
ken to pieces. Thus in the Throne of 
b | © Tudab 
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© Fudah, there was a; Succeflion and In- 

* terchange ef Good and Evil: Evil 
Princes ſucceed to good, for Exerciſe 
© of* the: Church; and good ſucceed to 
© evil, for her Comfort. And thus the 
Wife Gon orders it, that the Church 
may not look for her Heaven here; but 
in the World Affliction. Here the Church 
is afflicted and toſſed with Tempeſts, and 
| fo ſhe is ſpoken unto and comforted! 
with an expectation of an interrupted 
Peace, for a Time, even here below; 
but of Reſt for ever in Heaven, We 
went purpoſely back to take a View of 
Fudahl's Ways, and the Riſe of her Ido- 
latries; and in ſhort, thus we read, Theſe 
abominable Services were firſt. counte- 
nanced in Judah; then practiſed by Fu- 


dab; after that forced upon Fudab, then 


took faſt rooting there. We ſhall now 
read on, and this Concluſion quickly 
Cleared unto us; That where Idolatry 
© is rooted into a Kingdom, it will not 
© be rooted out till that Kingdom be de- 
 *ſtroyed, R 
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d LIVE other Kings of Judah yet re- 

bd main, which I will but Name, as 

8 exemplary for Wickedneſs and Judgment 

'f as the former. 0 

2 1. Amon, Son of Manaſſeh, who did 

B Evil as his Father did, but was nat Hum- 

a bled for it as his Father was: He Treſ- 

1 paſſed more and more, ſo his Reign was „ 
A ſhore, but Two Nears: Then bu Servants j 
"= Conſpired again#t him, and Slew him in his | 
„ own Houſe. 1 Wi = 
, 2. Feboahaz,, the Son of Fofiab, is made 

4 King inſtead of fo lamented a Father: 

. His Reignis very ſhort, but Three Months; 


then the King of Egypt depoſed him, 
condemned the Land in an Hundred Ta- 
lents of Silver, and a Talent of Gold, 
and made Eliabim his Brother King over 
Judah; turned his Name to Febciabim, 


| and took Jeboabax his Brother, and car- 
' | ried him into Egypt. 6, 5 
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3. Tehoiakim Reigned Eleven Years, 
did- that-which was Evil, after the Abo- 
mination of his Fathers; then the King 
of Babylon came up, diſtreſſed Fohoiakim, 
and be became his Servam Three: Mars; 
Then he turned and. Rebelled. gin hin, 
and broke Covenant with the King of 
Babel. F 
But ſee the Retaliation of the Lo RD! 
. . like the Man poſſeſſed with a 
Devil, as thoſe in our Days, infamous 
this way all over the World, breaks the 
Band of His Covenant; that Band, tho” 
the greateſt Binder on Earth, canijot 
bind 1 4 he breaks that Sacred Band, 
the Oath of Go p. And I pray what fol-- 
lows ? It follows, the Lox D ſent againſt. - 
him Bands of the Chaldees, and Bands of 
the Syrians, and Bands of the Moabites, 
and Bands of the Children of Ammon. 
Look you there! The Band of a Coye- 
nant could not. hold them; theſe Bands 
held him faſt: But Nebachadnezzar Bands 


were the ſtrongeſt, they bound him in 
Fetters to ne Ballen; but! is, 
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"I The Acts of Feboiakim, and his Abo- 
x minations that he did, and that which 
8 Was found in him, are written in the 
, Books of the Kings ; bur more fully by 
3 the I ory Feremiah, 

7, And Fehoiachin his Son Reigned in 
5 his "Read, a very ſhort Time, Three Mcnthj 
* and Ten Days; in that Time he did-that 
. which was Evil in the fight of the Lo RD: 
Aa And when the Year was expired, the King 
Ez of Babylon ſent and brought the young 
e King i in Iron Bands to him: His Attend- 
” ancs thither ſhall add to his Miſery; for 
t the King's Mother, and his Wives, his 
„ | © Servants, his Princes, his Officers, all 
an © the mighty Men of Valour accompany 
| | © him, manacled and chained to their 
f | perpetual Bondage. 
2 F. The King of Babylon made Mattaniab, 
© his Father's ar, changing his Name 
5 to Zedekiah, King in his ſtead, taking an 
3 Oath of him, that he ſhould be Iribnta- 
8 ry and Servant unto him. Zedeliab con- 
L ſidering not that he had bound himſelf, 
1 with the Oath of Go p, he alſo Rebelled 
by againſt Nebuchadnexxar, who had made 
a him Swear by Gop; he ſtiffned his Neck, 
ay and hardned his Heart from turning to the 
. ILO R D, and Rebelled againſt the King 
: of Rab glow, to whom he had ſworn Obe- 


| Aan He ſhall pay dear for this breach 
of 
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of Covenant; an Iron Yoak is put upon 


his Neck, and his ſtiff Neck is made to 
bow to it; he is brought before Nebu- 
_thadnezzar King of Babylon, where his 

Eyes ſhall behold the ſlaughtering his 


Sons before him; then thoſe Lights are 
put out, after they had let in that Sight, 
which would never go out, till his Spi- 


rits went out; ſo he is left in the Dark, 
to contemplate in his ſaddeſt Thoughts, 
the ſaddeſt Spectacle that ever Father 
looked upon. And it is the complement 
of his Miſery there, that though his Eyes 
are out, yet he cannot but behold that 


woful Slaughter in the Dark. No more 


Sorrow can come in by the Windows of 


his Body, more ſhall come in at the 
Doors; he hears that which will make his 


Ears tingle, that Feruſalem is taken, and 


Fudab caft out from the Preſence of the 


LORD. 5 
We can proceed no farther; we are 


come to the utmoſt brink of Evils; a caft- 


ing out from the Preſence of the Loxp: It 
is next to the caſting into Hell, the very 
Suburbs, the brink of that bottomleſs Pit. 
And who is caſt out I pray you? Fudah. 
Give us leave to ask one Queſtion more ; 


Why was Judab caſt out; wherefore did 
the Loxp do ſo and ſo unto Judab? 


The Nations asked this Queſtion ſome 
1 Eg, Thou- | 


a mm ð . EE i 
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on Thouſand Years ago, and where they _ 


to asked, there they have an Anſwer given 
u- them, which will ſatisfy all the World. 
is I profeſs unto you we had need ſtand 
lis ſtill indeed, and cauſe enough to ſtand 
re || aſtonied; if we read on, we muſt read 
t, a miſcrable Deſtruction by Fire, Sword 
i- and Captivity. O terrible Example of 
k, Vengeance on that City, which Gop 
s, had choſen to ſer His Name there! How - 
r is it become like one of us, might the 
1 / Heathen ſay, even like the Citi-s, which 

s | G O D overthrew and repented not, It was 
To ſo, becauſe they ſinned worſe than the 
e Heathen, when Fadab humbled themſclyves 
f | before Devils, Stocks and Stones. 
e This was a City the Loꝶ D had choſen 
is for Himſelf out of all the World; all the 

4 World were Witneſſes of their Favours, 

e their miraculous Deliverances and Prote- 


ctions; all che World ſhould be Witneſſes, 

e | and ſtand aſtonied at their juſt Contufion, 

- | Her Siſter Samaria was not mentioned by _ 
t her Mouth in the Day of her Pride: Her 
* Kings alſo would walk in the Ways of 

. the Houſe of Abab, and after their Coun- 

. ſels, ro Provoke the Lo RD; therefore 

4 the Lo E p had done to her as he threat- 
ned, I will ſtretch over Feruſalem. And 

4 


now we have a great Example of Wrath _ 
"7G nl 
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before our Eye, and it ſtrikes ſadly to 
our Hearts, that we may hear and fear 
And do no more ſo preſumptuouſly. i 
after ſuch a Deſtruction as this, and be- 
| holding of it with our Eyes, we do as 
Judab did, how great and ſwift will our 

Judgment 'be 2 

The End muſt arifever the Being; 
the Ways of Vrael, and the Counſels of 
the Houſe of Ahab, were to the Deſtru- 
ction of Judah. He that Sows. rhe Wind, 

Reaps the Whirlwind, We cannot gather 
Grapes of Thorns, or Figs of Thiſtles. 
Righteouſneſs tendeth to Life; ſo be that en 
Juctb Evil, * it 10 his on Death. | 


The End of the Firlt Part. oy 
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a b "Bb and Twentieth Day of De- 
ce mber, 1641. order 72 by the Committee 

> the Houſe of Commons in Parliament con- 

_"—_— Printing, that this Book be Printed. 
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FA MUST turn back, that I 
"KR || may go forward in the 
a Chronicle, and begin wich 
David, to learn from his 
Story, who taught his Hands 
to War and his Fingers to 


+ Fight, That we may read in order, we 
G . 


— 
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muſt look upon him a little before he 
Was King, when he returned to Ziglag, 
and found nothing there but Ruins and 


Aſhes; the Deſire of his Eyes taken 
Captive, and heard threatning Words 


beſides; ſo David was greatly Diſtreſſed, 
but he encouraged himfelf in tbe LORD 


.his GOD: And ſee what the LORD 
does for His Servant David, becauſe he 


truſted in Him. But I cannot come to 
that yet; 1 muſt ſer David clear from 


malignant Spirits, for his Actions then 


are queſtioned now in a Parallel. Iwill 


ſct down the Cafe as fully as the moſt ma- 
Tignant Spirit can do; and then we will 


fee how the Sacred Scripture clears it, 


even the Innocency of David then, and 
of thoſe now, who Practice after him- 
Bur it will be Gail ar firſt Entrance, and 
1o I ſhall Change the Story into a Dia- 
logue. x 


Object. We muſt » ve by vrch, wot 57 N 


the godly Man's Practice. 


1 True; for the Practice may vas 


, but the Precept is a Standard; and 


el 1 muſt follow Paul as he followed p 


Chriſt : I may live by the godly Man's 
Practice, while they live oy the Hecept. 
keeping cloſe there unto. 


Ob- 
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Object. But what is the Practice of 
one Man, to juſtify the Practice of the 

_ whole Body of a Kingdom; - eſpecially 
: when his Practice may be a Queſtion, and 
| then it cannot be an Argument, ſecing: 
the lawfulneſs of David's Practice was 
— never decided. 
N Anſov. Yes, that it was long ago; the 
: Sacred Scripture decideth it, and I will 

read the Records of that Deciſion o. 
Beſides, David was not alone, he had 
+] others joined with him; and one, among: 
„ the reſt, who renders David's Practice, 
1 in his Military Deſign, to be unqueſti- 
. onable, the Spirit Cloathed Amaſai ; (i. e.) 


3 2s it is expounded in another Place, Tbe 
| Spirit of F EHOVA EH furniſhed Amaſas* 
|  » With Power and a willing Heart, for that 
; Expedition, The helping forwards David's 
Md Military Deſign: The Spirit of the LoR D/ 
- does not Cloath a Man, does not fſo- 
kf fully ſet him forth, completing him wich- 
7 Heart, and Hand, and Counſel, and 
| Streng th to Practice againft His holy- 
1 Will. So I come to Dævid's Practice, 
on and will hear what can be faid. againſt” 
1 it, and give the Malignants good leave, 
1 for our better 4 ang a- 


KY dae N. to he _ 
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Object. David was but a private Man; 
now a Subject, deſigned to the Crown 


indeed, and within a few Hours the | 
Crown was ſer upon his Head; but who 


reguarded that? He was a private Man 
now, a poor Caſt out, a miſerable Orea- 


ture. 


Anſw. T will cut the Objedtion in the 


middle, that we may note here; that it 
is GoDs Way and Method to lay Men 


low before He raiſeth them; to pluck 


down the Head before He will ſer a 
Crown upon it; as David here, before 


he muſt be higheſt i in the Kingdom, he 
muſt be the loweſt in the firſt Place. 


Objed. And :thonghia private Man, and 


at the loweft, yet ſee How proudly he 
carrieth himſelf! Surely he had treaſona- 
ble Thoughts againſt his Maſter, the“ 


Loxp's Anointed ; he that ſcrupled at 
the cutting the Lap of his Coat, will 
not ſcruple at che taking off his Maſter's 
Head. 

Anſu. No, indeed, not . not a 


Thought that way ever eame into . 


vids Heart. 
Object. But this anſwers not che Que- 


E 


gathered together a great Army. 7! 


Anſw. The ſame Anſwer muſt reve. 5 
when all is ſaid; David _ not r gather | 


bs 


hn, 


ion; the Caſe is apparent, David had | 
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together a great Army ; they gathered 


to him, they came in to him for his- 


Guard and Reſcue. The Perſecution of 


Saul againſt David was very notorious, 
and at length raiſed the Hearts of the 
People; ſo they flocked in to him, till. 
his Hoff was at tbe Hot of the LORD; # 
ſure token that Gop was with him too, 
and that Innocency was in his Hand. 
Object. That is a groſs Miſtake ; and 
David's Carriage is miſtaken too, clean 
different to what the Behaviour of a Sub- 


ject ſhould be. David ſhould have dealt 
plainly, thus; Maſters, remember your 


ſelves and me, Subjects all; Saul is our 
King and Maſter, and we can ſet him 
no Bounds; and if he be no Law to 


himſelf,” he may do as he does, Petfecuts: 
me, and overtake me: But I will out- 


run him if I can, and hide me where L 
may; if I cannot, yet not a Hand wilt 


lift up againſt him, no, nor ſuffer any 


Hand to be lift np againſt my Maſter. 
So he ſhould have ſaid and done. 

 Auſw. So he ſaid and did, as appears 
in the Text, and will more appear a- 


non; ” 


| Object. Nay, clean contrary. 5 he. goes 


forth to meet his Helpers, tells them, Hi 
Aeart ſhall be knit unto them. TW 


3 | „ "Bu 
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Anſiv. He tells them ſo indeed; and 
faid he not well? If ye be come Penceably 
unto me: If as Neighbours and Brothers, 
and come not to betray me to mine Ene- 
mies; but will help me againſt them, 
then my Heart ſhall be knit unto Jon. Ye 
may ſee plainly what ye take in Hand ; 
the Reſcuing a poor Innocent, that 
keeps himſelf cloſe becauſe of Saul and 
| his bloody Courtiers ; ye fee there is no 
Wrong in my Hands, I can appeal to 
Heaven in this, The GOD of our Fathers 
book thereon, aud Rebube it. | 
Object. Call you this a coming Peace- 
ably ; 7 It will carry a Suſpicion, at the 
teaſr, of the contrary. 

Anſw. Yes; bur what careth a wiſe 
, Man for Suſpicion i in ſuch a Caſe; do 

not ſuſpect, but be confident, that a 'wiſe ; 
Man will keep the Hand of the violent 
Man from his Throat, if it be 1n the 
power of his Hands ſo to do. 
Object. What! keep Saul the King from 
eng his Throat? | 
© Anſw. Yes, Saul the King; for what 

Glory had it been, if Saul the King had 
cut David's T hroat, any more than if a 
Beggar had done it. 

Object. Is this a coming Peaceably, 


= when Men of Might come in unto Da- 


wid, and Men of — fit for the Battle, 
we: armed 


2 2 
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armed wii Bows and Arrows; the chief 
Captains, mighty Men of Valour for the 
War, and for Number infinite? Is this 
a coming Peaceably, when every Tribe 
fent in their Thouſands, Ns alſo, e- 
ven of Saul's, Brethres? 

Anſis. Yes, all this Peaceably : But 1 
"Rn. you for the laſt, for that is nota- 
ble, ven of Sauls Brethren, of Benjamin. 
David's Cauſe was ſo juſt ; Sauls Quarrel 
tf unjuſt ; David's Innocency fo appa- 
rent; Sauls bloody Intentions ſo clear to 
all the Tribes round about, that even 
Saul Brethren came in to help David, 

with Thouſands from each Tribe, and 
all to Reſcue him from a Murderer ; and 
all this coming in was Peaceably, © 

Object. Peaceably': ſtrange: what, Men 
to come in, whoſe Faces were like the Fo- 
ces of Lions, armed with: Bows, could han- 
dle Shield and Buehler, and all this Peace- 
aby: „ 

. Anſw, Ya, peaceably all this; to main» 
tain the Peace of the King and Kingdom, | 
to guard Sauls Life; I am not miſtaken, 
I. fay Saul's Life, even the Soul of his 
Life, for it was in Reſcue, if it could 
have been, of Sauls Body, from out of the 
Hands of bloody Men, and in compaſli- 
on to his Soul: It will appear anon, only 
we mult 80 about a little, and it will be 

G5 . worth 
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worth our Labour, for it will inſtruct us: 
touching this preſent Militar 5 rg the 
Loyalty and Lawfulneſs thereof; but 
that indeed this now is a eranſcendent Bu- 
ſineſs, hath no Paralled, exceeds that in 
the Sacred Text, as much as a Whole 
- Kingdom is more than David; as much 
Zs all the Faithful in the World are more 
than one Prophet Eliſha, yer ſee _—_ 
he did to preſerve his Life ; Life is 7 
precious Thing, and worthy our — He 
guarding. I add this by the Way, to. 
ew, as was ſaid, that this preſent Buſi- 
- neſs exceeds all Parallels, as much as the 
püblick and common Good exceeds the 
the private, as much as a Thouſand 
Thouſand Heads exceed one Head: But 
to return to that which is undertaken, | 
which is this: 
1. That David, and his Helpers help- 
ed Saul and his Kingdom. 
2. That David did what he did in. 
compaſſion to the Soul of his Lord and. 
Maſter; wich reſpect to his own Souk 
too. for that was but reaſonable. 
To go on then to the bottom of the | 
- Buſineſs, and to find out the Ground of- 
this Quarrel, and in whoſe Heart War 
was. Saul was Wrath with David. What 
had David done He had killed Goliab, 
; and i in him Ten Thouſand. A glorious. 


* 3 
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Act that! David had wrought Salvation 
for Vrael: He had Slain a mighty, a2 
proud and inſolent Adverſary, him that 


| _ defied, that curſed David by his Gods. 


David had Slain Goliab, the Champion, that” 
came up out of the Camp of the Philiſtines, 


him had David Slain; ſuch. a Salvation 


had David wrought for Vrael. But for 


this very Act was the King of Vrael 
Highly diſpleaſed; the Killing of Goli- 


ab cauſed the heat of Saus Diſpleaſurt 
againſt David. Saul was very Wrath. 
for that, and he eyed David from that Day. 


| 5 and forward. Indeed his Rage Encrea- / 


ſed, and was very exceeding; he be- 
eame David's Enemy continually, from 


| | the very Day David had cut off Goliah's- 


Head. And ſee how contrary he walk-- 
eth againſt David! For it commands our 
Obſervation: Sometimes in a Rage with 


David, and manifeſteth his Madneſs; ſo 


that all may ſee it; ſometimes he uſeth 


Wiles and Crafts: He deals treacherouſ- 
i ly: and — pretending Honour- to 
| e 


David, becanſe ſo worthy, and he ſhould. 


be Captain over a Thouſand. And then 
when that would not do, Saul aſfureth 
David he will reſpe& him as a Father 
Mis Son; he will take the ſame care of 
David as of his own Child, For be ſh.uld 
have his Elder Daughter to Wife; only Da- 


vid 


— 
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vid muſt be Valiant, and encourage him- i 
felt to Fight the LOR D's Battles. fart 


would not truſt ſuch Words as theſe * 
Truly David, a fimple-hearted Man, did 
believe that Sau had a Teal for GOD, 

the eſtabliſhing Religion, and a fult pur- 

poſe ro Honour him, He ſhould have his 

Doug hter to Wife ; and the Condition was 

to David's Heart, for he could be Vali- 

ant, and Fight the Battles of the LOR 9. 

David could not ſuſpect, that a wicked* - 

Heart « like a Potſherd covered with Silver- 

dre; or that a Man may ſpeak fair, 

when there are ſeven Abominations in bis 

Heart. There were no fewer in Saul 's- 

Heart; he cared not what he ſaid, nor 

what he did, nor did he regard the Hun- > 

dred Fore- skins of the Philiſt ines ; he re- 
garded only how he might execpte his | 

Will upon the Innocent. What he faid! | 
to Day, he unſaid the next Day: Dovid 1 F 

ſhould have his elder Daughter; but 

when ſhe ſhonld have been given to- 
David, the was given to another the ve- 

ry fame Day; and yet David muſt be 

told that Saul Delights in bim, and all his 

Servants Love him: And if it will pleaſe 

David, he ſhall be the King's Son in Law _ 

notwithſtanding. And it pleaſed David 

well, for he ſaid in effect, Saul Honours 
may poor Shepherd 0 much: "For & it not an. 
4 He 
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Honour to be the King's Son in Law? 80 
David performs the Condition which 
Saul required, and Saul performed his- 
Word to David 5 he gave him Aicbal bis 


3 Daughter to Wife but he faid before, I 


will give him her, that ſhe may be a Snare un- 
to him. Fhus- it was almoſt : viſible; that 


there was War in Saul's Heart, and ſever 


Abominations beſide; but yet Saul can- 


not prevail againſt David, neither by open 
Rage, nor t Cunning. Becauſe the 
LORD was departed: om Saul, and was 


with David. Therefore David behaved bim- 


ſelf wiſely in all bis Ways, for the LOR 


as with him. 


Tuben Saul ſpake to Jonathan bbs Son, aud 


tp all his Servants, that they ſhould Kill Da- 
vid, So the Maſter and the Servants did 


all what they could to take away his 
Life; but the poor Worm pluck'd in his 


Head as he could, he dealt very ſubtilly. 
Good Reaſon why, for Saul ſecretly pra- 


Ciiſed Miſchief againſt him, and David 


knew it. Nay, Sul had deſtroyed the 


City of the Priefts : His Servants indeed. 


would not execute their Mafter's bloody 
Command, but Doeg did: If the other 
Servants will ſcruple at ſo nice a Point, 
Doeg will not; he fell upon the Prieſts, 
flew on that Day Eighty Four Perſons 
that did wear a Linnen Ephod, Nay he 


— — — oo —ů— — — ww — —— — di 
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Saus Kingdom, and therefore it was, 
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did more than ſo, like the Doegs of our 
Days, they could not be avenged of 
David, the faithful Servants of the 
Lox ov, therefore they ſlew poor naked: 
Mien and Women, yea and Dogs too. So: 

Doeg then, he ſmote Nob, the City of the 
. Prieſts, wich the Edge of the Sword; 

both Men and Women, Children and 
Sucklings, and Oxen and Aſſes, and 
Sheep, with the Edge of the Sword. It 
is twice repeated, to expreſs the extreant- 
Cruelty of that Execution. 3 
-- But what doth. Saul fay now 2 Can he: 
call Gop to Record upon his Soul, that 
his Heart is upright ; that he hath a Zeal 
for the Lox D's Battles. Wiſe Men did 
obſerve what Saul did, and who were his 
Miniſters; and they knew as well as Da- 
vid himſelf, that the Perſecution was rai- 
ſed againſt the moſt faithful Servant in: 


that whoſo were Faithful in the King- 
dom, next to David, were Slain too for 
his Sake. Now Saul might Speak, and 
Swear, and Proteſt, and call Go p to- 
Witness, it could not be regarded; his 
bloody Execution upon the Prieſts, and 
that cruel Outrage againſt Nod, unde- 
Ceived all the People in the Land. But 
Saul now makes no Pretence; he march- 


— — — — 
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wid ; and ſee what an Army he hath ga- 
thered together, Three Thouſand © cboſem 
Men out of Hrael; mighty Hunters all, and 
they all hunted David, as one hunterh a 
Patridge in the Mountains, and once 
nay twice, they had him in 2 Coop,. in 
cloſed him in a Cave, with more than 
Five Hundred drawn Swords round a= 
bout; but che Loxp gave David. the 
- Advanta | 

But why all this Profccudan' ry” Per-. 
ſecution againſt David ?: That is the En- 
quiry: Whac had David done ? It was. 
half anſwered before, and but the half; 
he had killed Goliab, and in him Ten. 
 Thoufand'; nevertheleſs, it was urg'd a- 
gaiuſt David, that he conſpired againſt 
his Maſter Saul; for Saul ſaith that Dauit 
ſought him Hurt, and he went in danger 
of Nis Life every Day: He was afraid 
that David would Kill him; ſo. he ſaid, 


and ſo his Courtiers ſaid allb; but what 


faid the honeſt Prieſt, for we muſt be- 

- lieve him? Abo 1 fo Faithful,” among all thy 

Servants, as David ? And Saul knew it to- 
| be fo too, tho' he ſpoke, that David con- 
ſpired againſt him, and that he ſought 
*his Life; they were but fained and de- 


Ceitful Words: But Sul conf] ired againſt 


David to take away his Life, thar was. 


Ale, hs caled all che Prople cogecher 


fray; = ww 2 — — on vn — 


70 
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to War; to Beſiege David, for the Res- 


ſon aboveſaid, jel for- this which fol- 


lows, T hou ſhalt be King over - Iſrael, ond 


that alſo Saul my Father oP; 
Whatever the Pretences-were, this was 


dhe Ground of the Quarrel: Saul's 
0 1 ſhall not be eſtabliſhed; David muſt 
u 


cceed, and not Fonathan, and Saul 
© knew it. Why then would Saul reſiſt 
fighting againſt Go p and a good Con- 
ſcience? The Anſwer is ſhort, Becauſe 
he was an Enemy to Go p, and to the 
good pleaſure of His Will, therefore he 
endeavours nothing more ear neſtly, than 
to make void the Decrees of Gon; in- 
deed, this ever was, and is the great De- 
ſign of the World, to Dethrone D-wid,. 
the Lord Chri , King of Saints: He ſhall 
not Rule in the Kingdoms of the World, 
not over them, they "Al faid fo, and ſo 
they ſay ſtill; ſo they ſet themſelves, ta- 
King Counſel. 3 againit the LOD 
and againſt his Annointed; and ſo we 
have the whole Ground and Reaſon- of 
the . uarrel, which we will read. over 


again. 5 
. David had. done. worthily for the 


| People of Gop; in- one Adverſary he 
had Slain Ten Th 


ouſand..  _ 
2. The. Mercies of Go D: were made : 


| furs 10. Dad, his Kingdom muſt be e- 


ſtabliſned 
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ſtabliſned for ever; Saul would make all 


this Null, and of none Effect. And this 
hath been the Cauſe of all the Wars a- 
gainſt the Church, from the beginning 


of the World; and will be the ſame to 


the World's End. David fhould not be 


E.ing then; thence aroſe the Quarrel, and 


it has continued ever ſince to this Day. 
What Attempts do we make now, that 


His Seed may not keep His Throne, and 


have, according to the Promiſe, the 


EKingdoms of the Earth for His Poſſeſſi- 


on? And yet, if we ask theſe Men, they 
will anſwer in cool Blood, that the Loo 
CnrrsT doth Reign and muſt Reign; 
He will take to Himſelf Power, be the Na- 
tions never ſo Angry: Notwithſtanding, 


what they think in cool Blood, thus 
they do in their Anger, They brake His 


Bands aſunder, and cat away His Cords 


from them, This is the Ground of the 


Quarrel, the Dethroning of the Lo R D 
CRHRIST; as this has, ſo it will cauſe 
the bloodieſt War that ever was read 


of in the World. Now to the main Buy | 


gainſt Saul. ? watts 
22. Then 1 ſhall clear David's Compaſ- 
fiotr to Saul, and to his own Soul; and 


fines, „ . 
r. To vindicate David and his Help- 
ers, from doing Wrong or Injuſtice a- 


—— —- m — 1 —̃ 
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all this in ſtanding upon his Guard and 
Defending himſell. | 


_ -'T, The firſt is as clear as the Sun; Da- 
vid took nothing from Saul, but added 
|. to him, he would have maintained Zig- 
lag for him: All David's Deſigns were to 
ſave Sauls Life, and ſtill his Inroads were 
upon Saut's Adverſaries. 
- Obje#. By your leave, David might 
have Hurt Saul, and have Slain him too; 
for, had not the Lo p told David, that 
the Men of Reilah, notwichſtanding their 
Engagements to David, would deal trea- 
cherouſly with him, he had ſtood upon 
his Guard there, and fortified the Town, 
and maintained it againſt Saul; who, ſo 
| glad af that Advantage, and calling to- 
gether all the People to Beſiege David, 
might have endangered his Life there. „ 
Anſw. No doubt but Saul would have 
made a furious Onfet upon Reilab for Da- 
vis Sake, for he was the very Butt and 
= White whereat his Malice ſhot his Ar- 
rows; and if the Keilites had been faithful 


114 to David, he would not have been trea- 
1 cherous to himſelf; and then in the heat 
W of che Battle, and hot Charge againſt 


David, he could not teach the Arrows, on 
what other Inſtruments of Death they 
had, to make Difference betwixt Sau 

and a common Man, Saul might _ 


K- + 
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forborn, and have taken leiſure enough 
to look to himſelf; David had Work e- 
nough to prevent Saul, and to ſave his 
oon Throat. If Saul will run upon the 
Sword, who can ſtay him 2 5 8 pe 
But ſeeing we are upon that Chapter, 


| . let us obſerve the bold Confidence of the 
Man. David is come to Keilab; he is 


ſhut in there, by entring into a Town 
that hath Gates and Bars: There is a 
Power with David that can brake Gates 
of Braſs, and Bars of Iron; but obſerve, 


I fay, how Confident the Man is, and 
yet how Miſtaken! He is ſure. enough 


now, ſays Saul, J have him faſt enough, 
GOD: bath :ddliuered: bim into my Hands. 


Saul toughtitfiat Gp ſhinedt upon his 


bloody Counſels, when, as indeed, G op 
went clean contrary to him, and decla- 
red His Name to be wonderful for David; 
only the Lox D gave Saul this Advantage 


to manifeſt the Spirit of the Man, and _ 


to diſcover the Treachery of the People; 
but Saul underſtood none of all this, he _ 


thought that Go p bleſſed his Endea- 


vours, proſpered his Deſign, broug bout all 
ibe Thouſands of Tudab. 908885 


2. Saus Underſtanding was now ſo 


clouded, the Light which was in him was 
overſpread with ſuch a thick Darkneſs, 
that he accounted the delivering up 
1 i | Wy | 
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vid into his Hands, ſo as he might ſheatli 
his Sword in his Bowels, To be a Mercy to 
bis Soul; Blaſſed be ye of the LORD, for ye 
have Compaſſion-on me. Saul Bleſſeth Murs 
therers, whom ' G ov. Curſeth, and he 
fhould have put to Death; and he ac- 

counts it a Compaſſion to his Soul, to 
have the Opportunity given him for the 
taking away David's Life. 
_ © We will look over this once more, that 
we may obſerve in Paſſage thence, and 
tand humbled at our Obſervation ; firſt, 27 
r. What a thick Cleud Man hath caſt | 
over his Underſtanding! What does Saat, 
call a Compaſſion. on him à The deliver- | 
ing up of David into his Hands, that ſs | 
- me might ſheath his Sword in us Bowels: 
And now that the Zipbites will do Saul | 
this kindneſs, to deal Treacherouſty with 
David, and betray. innocent Blood; Saul 
will Bleſs them in the Name of the Lom. 
2. Bet us compare the Compaſſion tze 
1 
/ 


> 


_ (Zipbites would have ſhewn to Saul, with 
| _ the Compaſſion David did ſhew unto him, 
then we ſhall fee plainly that the Zipbites 7 
Compaſſion was treacherous and bloody, by 
they can ſhew no Compaſſion ; but David | 7 
can, his Compaſſion 15 Compaſſion in- f 
deed, Mercy to the Body and Soul allo. ! © 
2. Compaſſion to his n Soul; and is f 
nat the Soul worthy Coxpaſſion? ” i 3 


FFC ES. Ss ti 6 


8 of 


X 


= 
. 


CC ooo 8 be Do ba > SD 
: | | : 0 9 oth : * 


Part II. of Iſrael and Judah. 141 
ſhould a Man ſuffer the Thred of Life to 
be cut, his Soul to be let out by a bloody 

Hand, which no ſooner is let out, but it 
launcheth forth into the deeps of Eternity, 


where it muſt live for ever? Why ſhould 


a Man negle& his precious Life, which is 
given him here, to make Proviſion for a 


* * 


happy Life hereafter? We have heard 


7 


what David, a private Man, did for his 
Maſter Saul, and for himſelf, how Juſt 
and Innocent in all: Now hear him what 
he ſaith, If you be come peaceably un- 


to me, my Heart ſhall be knit unto you; 
but if ye be come to betray me to mine 


© Enemies, ſeeing there is no Wrong in 
« mine Hands, the Go p of our Fathers 
© look thereon and rebuke it. In the 
next place, hear what Abigail faith, The 


! LORD will certainly make my Lord a ſure 
Houſe; becauſe my Lord fighteth the Battles of 


the LORD. And Evil hath not been found 
in thee all thy Days; yet a Man & riſen to pur- 


ſue thee, and to [eek thy Soul: But the Soul of 


my Lord ſhall be bound in the bundle of Life 


 -with the LOR D thy GOD; and the Soul of 


thine Enemies, them ſhall He ſling out as out 


of the mid of a Sling. In the laſt place, 


bear what Amaſai ſaith, for he ſpake by 


the Spirit! Then the Spirit came upon 
* Amaſai, who was chief of the Captains, 


© and he ſaid, Thine are we David, and 


on 


en es OY Es. as, 
* — 
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on thy Side, thou Son of Feſſe; Peace 
_ © be unto thee, and Peace be to thine 
© Helpers,. for thy Gop helpeth the. 
The ſame Oracle ſays as much, and 
more in the Juſtification of our Militia, 
raiſed for the Defence of our Lord the 
King, his Crown and Dignity. The ma- 
lignant Party will Interrupt me here; 
they, and they only area WAI L to the 
King, a Defence to the Kingdom by 
Night and Day; ſo they ſay, and you 
may believe them. Now, What ſhall I 
fay 2 That our Militia is raiſed for the 
Offence of the Kingdom, to open the 
Doors and Frontiers thereof, that the 
Beaſts of Prey may enter in thereby, to 
make the Nation the Portion of Foxes. 
may ſay ſo if I will, but no ſober Man 
will think me Sober for ſaying ſo, there- 
fore II will ſpeak out my Words; that che 
Sacred Scripture ſays as much, and much 
more in Juſtification of our Militia, rai- 
ſed for the Fortifying the Kingdom, that 
it may be a WAV about the Kingdom 
4 indeed by Night and Day, for the Safe- 
{ guarding of all we count Good there, 
his Majeſties Perſon, Crown and Digni- | 
ties, our Laws and Liberties, and the life 
of all, our Religion. This great Buſi- 
neſs is managed according to the clear 
Mind and Will of Gon, that His _— 
- F 
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and the Glory of the Land, ſhould be 
maintained with all chat we count deareſt 


. unto us, our deareft Blood, in reſiſting 


thoſe who do oppoſe that Glory, and 
would ſpoil us of ſo ineſtemable a Jew- 


el: It is pure Obedience in this Caſe, and 
for thoſe in Authority, to bring forth the 


Sword and Spear, ſo to ſtop the Way 


againſt ſuch a ſpurious Company, a ma- 


lignant Generation, a viperous Brood, 
ſuch evil Doers, bloody Edomites, who 
ſay now, as their Fathers before them, 
in the Day of Feruſalem, Raſe it, raſe it even 
to the Foundation thereof ; which may awa- 


ken the Nation, and ſtir them up to De- 


fend themſelves, and Avenge. themſelves 
of ſuch Adverſaries: But I forbear, ſup- 
poſing the Reader's Judgment cleared in 
this Matter, by thoſe many Clear Trea- 


tiſes in every Man's Hand, which do ful- 


ly ſtace the Buſineſs, and make full An- 
{wer to the Cavils againſt it. 
Object. What is all this toJuſtify the Mi- 


litia now on foot? For firſt, David did 
this in a quiet Way, ſhifting from Place 
to Place, like an hunted Patridge, to 


ſhelter and defend himſelf. David was 


| offended, but he gave no Offence : It is 
granted alſo, That there came up to David 

| Day by Day, out of all the Tribes, until he 
bad a great Ho#t, like the Host of GOD; 


and 
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and yet we read not of any thing this 
Hoſt did for David's Detence, or of any 
thing that Saul did againſt David. 


Anſ. To anſwer the laſt firſt, It is clear 


in the Chapter, that to the 23. Ver. thoſe 


are numbred who came up to David, to De- 


fend and Guard him againſt the malicious 


Attempts of Saul, and his bloody Servants, 
who ſought by force and fraud to take 
away his Life. Paſt all queſtion, that 
was the End and Tendency in coming to 


David in Troops, and not to pick Coc- 


kle- ſhels, as I read a great Hoſt was com- 
manded to do, to ſnew, I think, the Au- 


thority and Force of their General's Com- 


mand. They came for the Purpoſe afore- 


ſaid, there is no doubt of that; and yet 
the Scripture is ſilent in what they did 
for David; very little ſure, but ſtanding 
on his Side, and making ſuch an Ap- 


pearance for him, that it muſt needs 
ſtrike ſome Terror into his Adverſa- + 


ries : Ic is more than probable alſo, that 


Saul, at this Time, obſerved the Philitines 
gathering Strength again, and they were 


Enemies indeed, which might take him 


off from Purſuing David; for this Ap- 
pearance on David's Side, was near the 
Time of Sau/'s Death, and David's co- 


But 


ming to the Throne. 


Dre oe, Re”... 
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But this I would have noted in our paſ⸗- 


ſage here, That, as we read not here of 


any deliverance, that God wrought for Da- 


rid by this great Hoaſt : So ſhall we never 
read, that God wrought any great deliver- 
ance for His Church by great Hoaſts at any 

time: What ay you to the Year 887 l ſay 


it is our weakneſs, I might ſay our wicked- 
neſs, to give the glory of that deliverance, 
to our great Hoaſt: The LORD fought 
againſt that Siſera, as wonderfully then, as, 


in ancient days, He did, when the Stars in 


their courſes fought againſt him. And ſo He 
ſcattered, not the Ships only, but the bones 
of them that encamped againſt us. The Lord 
put an hook into the noſe of that inſolent 


Advocary, as once-he did into the noſe of 
him (fo like a Beaſt) and turned him back 


not by the way, which he came forth ; but ſo, 
that he, who came out againſt his Church 


one way, did fly before her ſeven ways. Thus 
| the LORD did, that he might be wag- 


nified and have al) the glory. I might be 


large here and to excellent purpoſe ; but 


then, 1 ſhould digreſs from the buſin ef A 


band; only let me ſay this, That G 0 


1 -+ % 


wrought then for David,” when, David was 
atone, Skipping from this place unto that, 
now from this Hole into another, when Saul 
would ſearch him but throughout all the Thoy- 
Jands of Judah: I 


n the LORD wrought 
H © © glorioully 
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? gloriouſly for David, and then David could 
Tee the Bare- Arme of the LORD in his 
deliverance, which he had not ſeen it thet þ 


Ing proviſions, and taking ſuch helps, Thats 


' 
 fidenice there; not give glory thereunto; |} 
"which, becauſe we are apt to do, therefore U 

E 


* 
. e VI 


wid 


LORD had done it by his great Hoaſt 4 
This is ſpoken not to take us off from mak 


GOD ſends to us: But that we put no con- 


the LOR D works no great matters by 
His great Hoaſts, unleſs they be Hoaſts of 
Froggs, Jyce and Flies : By theſe contemp- x; 
tible things, the L O R D has confounded * 
the Adverſary, becauſe the Adverſary, and |} ;; 
8 
c 
ce 


His people muſt ſay, The finger of GO D 
15 8 It pleaſeth the L OR D to work 
the greateſt things by the weakeſt inſtru- 
ments, That man may ſay, the Arme of e. 


the LORD was made bare here, his hand | 


brought theſe mighty. things to Fa The tu 
next Obiection is, 80 
Object. That David paſſed on in a quiet 8 
way, 7 no noiſe at all: Nor made he || 444 
7 war offenſive, unleſs againſt the Phili- o 
Hines, the Enemies D | 80 
2 Nm. Briefly, to the laſt ſirſt; It was 10” 
not polſible chat David ſhould defend him- 2 
elt againſt Sul, and not offend him, as 4 
in the caſe of Keilab, had not the inhabi- cc 
tants there been treacherous : we read 


not chat they came to a ſet battle, e. 1 
ore! 


- — ak * 
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fore there eould be nv offence, and there- 
ore little noyſe indeed; 
Send, As little as he cokald do; that 
Whitfts for his life; his work was to fave 
Ine, and then he ſaved all, and that he 
night do, and not make much a do, 0 


muck: ſtir i in the Land. Here nowa who! 
to; Kingdom, All that is deare or lieare unto 
ore 


us in it, Wliether Perſons or T hings are 
be ſaved, defended, reſcued, and delivered. 
s of This will be a hot and tharpe conten- 
mp- tion for it is to make a Kingdom Honours 
ded bg now ſet low becauſe of the abomi- 
and nations there; et 8 4 contention ft 
OD || the Faith, and not agaimſt "fleſh avd 
ork || & blood only; but againſt principalities and 
ſtru- | < 3 a7ainſt the Rultrs of the darkneſs 
ze Of | & of this world, againſt ſpiritual wickedneſs 
hand | © in high places. The wicked there, had 
The | tumed the Kingdom quite from G6 0 2D 
I | now it muſt be turned again, and, as was 
quiet aid of Pauls preaching, upſide down.” It 
le he muſt needs follow; that we ſhalt be full 
Phili- N of ſtirs, a tumultuous people, that the wel- 
I psöſturing a Kingdom, this Reforming Mork 
t was in hand ; for Hel from beneath is mooved 
him- e meer this wart: © It fiirreth up the 
m, as te dead againſt it, even all the chief of 
ahabi- cn the Earth: It will raiſe oj from their 
read Thrones, all the Kings of the Nations. 
[it was ever ſo, it muſt be ſo now, now 
for ell. H * that 
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| that Feruſalems wall, the breaches there are 


making-up, | ſpecially. after ſuch Ruins 
there; it muſt needs make the Nations 


angry, 1⁰ grievous it is to the Head the 


Pope: To the Tayle, the Prophets, that 


teach 1 yes: 'To, Far .brutiſh Peg ple, and 


to the 7 f the bott ami it. But it 
18 the kel. and cleareſt W that the 
works is of 60 D, To promote His 
Glory, which is ſo o 1 by all the 
Devils in Hell, and his ſervants on Earth. 
This is enough to aſſure us, we muſt 
look to. heare a voyce of . noyſe from the 
City and the like from the Countries: 


For now the work is not to ſave one 


Man nor one Kingdom, but three King- 


doms, To, ſecure them againſt their Ad- 
verſaries, and to ſet them with ow | 


face 2 60 D. 
bject. Then here i 3s; like to hs: a e 
A _noyſe, and garments. rolled in. blood. 
Anu. Yes, for it is the battel of the 
Warrig ur ; - beſides, the Land . hath been 
defilled. with, blood, and it cannot be 
cleanſed, but by the blood of them that 
ſhed it. We ſhall never read, That a 
Kingdom was eſtabliſhed. before the. 1 5 
ed were taken away. There fore David 
begins there, „ and. gives, his, Son Solomon 


the like charge too, that he ſuffer not 


the Martherer to live, nor the vile, perſo on 


» 
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neither, he muſt turn the wheele over the 
wicked : And thou wilt do it, fays he, 
for thou art 4 wiſe-man, and thou lookeſt 
thy Throne ſhould be eſtablimed in 
righteouſneſs. Ws 

2. As the Nations are angry ; : fo the 
LORD is angry too, His Sword ſhalf 
be filled with blood, as we read it was 
by His own command; and at that very 
time, when the Enemy thought to have 
power over His people. Surely the LORD. 
has a Sacrifice now in theſe Kingdoms, 
as in Bozrahz and a great ſlaughter, as 
in the Laud of Idumea, For it the day 
of the LO R DS vengeance, and the Veare 
F Recompences for the controverſy of Zion. 

Object. But the ſword knows no differ- 

ence betwixt the Righteous and the wick- 
ed; it may be en in. the blood of 


ths: Righteous to) 


- Anſw. True, and 50 chere hall by « 
great differenee, for it is the LO R DS 
Sword in whoſe hand ſoever it be, and 
He will make a difference; and the will 
of the LORD be done. If now be the 
time when His WITNESSES muſt be 


flain, the will of the Lord be dane. His 


Antipaſſes cannot be diſcouraged i in ſtand 
ing to their Teſtimemy; for what- ever in- 
dignities ſhall be done unto their —_ 


yer they cannot be diſcouraged. © 


H 3 | 1 
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I will recollect what hath been ſaid 2 
conclude; Our MILITIA zs raiſed for 
the Defence of King and Kingdom, of all 
that is deare and precious bo us there; 
therefore in the juſtice of it, it exceeds 


all Paralels, and is according to the Mind | 


and Will of GO D: His Hoſt ſent unto 
us for the faving of His own Kingdom: 


What works He may do by it He knows, 


we know not; His manner is not to 
work great matters by great Hoſts He 


has broken the Ship in pieces, yet brought | 


the paſſengers ate to Land; He may 
confound all our confidences, and yet do 
the work for the magnifying. His on 
Name, And Mans improvidences, To ſerve 


His Providence. And this we are ſure 


of alſo, That the Hoſt of G O D never 
miſcarried ; 3 if they have turned their 
back upon their Enemies, as fometimes 
they have done, it is to make them ſet 
their faces more ftdfafly ever after. If 
the. Adverſary and Enemy puts them once 
to the worſt, they take great advantage 
by it, for they are made the better all 
the days of their warfare. Let us do 
eur. Duty, that is our work, opening our 
Mouths wide, and our hearts and our 
put ſes: And let the LORD alone with 
His work, Ee will work like Himſelf 
for the good of His Church in His 
Own 
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own time. His people would not have 
things done better or ſooner then their 
6 D pleaſeth to do them: For the time 


when he doth it is beſt of all: And there 


they reſt and ſtay themſelves: For his 
words touching this Matter alſo, Shall be 
fullfiled in THEIR SEASON. _ 


2 


| The Ads of DAV «oy 


— 


8 


8 


© 


; e Toe 
(; ODS Servant, Pavia, is deſtitute of 
Ian harbour: GOD provides for him 
a Kingdom. Now his Danger was greateſt; 
his Deliverance was neareſt; he is ſet on the 
Throne preſently aſter he thought himſelf 
on the dung- hill at the loweſt. David knew 
his head was long before annoynted, yet he 
will not ſtir till he conſults with the Lord, re- 
ſolving to do nothing, without a word from 
His mouth, and, having that, he orders his 
Militia, purſues his Enemies, and over- 
takes them: Redeemed all the Enemy had 
taken from him, returned to Ziglag with 
the ſpoyls of them, and he divides the prey 
into equal portions; and then a few hours 

after, he hears of his Crown, which he 
might have received from an unhollowed 
hand, before that time, even from the 
hand of an Amalekite ;, but David had good 
e gE4 
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experience of GO DS faithfullneſs; He 
could poſſeſs his Soul in patience, he would 
not now make haſte, for he is going to his 


Throne. A Man had need walk ſaftly, 


that is going thether, and be very circum- 
ſpelt, that is laying his Hand upon a 
Crown; for of all ornaments, he muſt be 
careful how meetly the Crown is ſet upon 


his Head: As it is ſet on at the firſt, ſo it 
ſtands ever aſter, either firm and Reddy ; 3 


or, like a tottering Wall and broken Fence. 


David is very Wile and exemplary at this 


point; for, he that was a Subject but now, 
and in a very low eſtate, begins to be lifted 


up on high, he is entring upon his Govern- 
ment; now he muſt look, with all his eyes, 


how he begins, and not To much how he 


Times his beginning, but with what diſcretion 


He enters the Government, an and ſits down 


| in his Throne. 


There comes a Man to him out of the 


Cump from Saul, like a Mourner, but with 
joy ful news in his Mouth, for though he 
muſt tell David, That the people of Tſrael 
"were many of them fled, and many fallen; 
and many dead, and Jonathan dead allo : 
Let this would make amends for all, and 
comfort David, even for the death of Jo- 
nat han: © Thus the wicked Man muſeth 
as he uſeth; and judgeth of David's heart 


2 Hs tus own z That David will not think 
«ot 


SKS EO AMR rm mA 


F 


— 


Fart I. of Iſrael and Judah. 


wet at 


* 23 

- * — 

11 * N The —"— 
4X1 ES N 9 . 


9 


4 of Jonathan in the day he hears of Saul's: 


« death: And quite forget the affliction 


© of Jrael, now he hears of a Kingdom: 


& And will kiſs that Mans Ly which 
« tenders him a Crown. 


David queſtions that Man, and; the Man 


is, as ready in his Anſwer, aſſuring David 
concerning the truth of the whole matter; 
but clears this, which he thought would 
be moſt welcome, and ſweeten all the bit 
terne ſs in Iſraels flaughter, and Jonathan's: 
death, That Saul 7s dead alſo; lam ſure of 
that lays he, very ſure; for I my;/rlfiſtood! 
upon him and. flew him; And, (becauſe, L 
would be yet ſurer, I have pillaged him 
too, I have — — the Crown from his Head, 
and the Bracelet from bis. Arm, and have- 
brought them hither unto my Lord. 


This ſounds very ill in David's eare. He 


is not glad to heare his Enemy is fallen; Nog. 
though be flood betwixt him and a Crown: 
David dogs, as a Man that gannot fee mat-- 
ter of joy, no not in being ſet-up, and chief 
in the Kingdom, When Iſrael is ſet under: 
Iſrael mourns, he mourns alſo; and as the- 
Maſter, ſo all the Servant, ach. H. all 
the Aen that were with him. it 

David queſtions the Man yet terther; * 
whence and what be was? He tells him, 
That he is the Syn of a ſtranger, an Amale-- 
ler! The very fame ; his actiors told 


H 5 David 
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as 2 Ie Linerofthe ! 


David as much before ; he ſhall have ary 
reward of an Amaleſtite; he deftroyed Saul, 
he was not afraid ts fretch his hand againſt 
the LORDS annointed; The hand of Ju- 
ſtice ſhall be now ſtretched out againſt him 

to cut him off from the Earth. The 
Crown of an Iſraelite is tendred by the hand 

of an Amalekite unto David; he looked up- 
on it with diſdain; and bis head ſhall be 
1 taken from his ſhouldiers, becauſe he was 
1 fo bold to take an Ay Crown into his 

nes 

It was a cuſtom chat at ſolemn hey, wes 

the-Crown is letting upon the head, Pri- 

ö foners are looſed; the Fews had ſuch a 
cuſtome on the day of their Fa; they 
had ĩt by tradition, and took it up, as they 

did other things, upon truſt: But they 

had it not from David; he ſle wo: wandte . 

Mint herer at that ſoſemn time. Jorr v5 

I heard a great man fay, that ais gron 

wb now in hand, the well-Ordering — 

Kingdom, could not be proſperous. Why 

not proſperous? Becauſe the very firſt ſtep 

into it was in Blood, he ſpake feelingly bh 

that ſpake thus; but, the more likely to Iz 

proſper will every wie Man; If there had o 

bin more Blood ſhed, it had proſpered the 

more, even ſo much as the Church might 

Have waſhed her feet in the Blood of her 


Enernies. | But we maſt leave the iſſue of | pc 
458 theſe 
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theſethingsin G O H. We have obſerved: 
how: David enters into his Throne; we 
have found his firſt Act very e xempla- 
ry for Judgment and Juſtice, though very 


coſs to the cuſtom of after times; he & 


ſteping up now to the Pimacle of honour ; 


that he may ftand ſure on that tottering 
place, his rf ſtep unto it ſhall be exem- 


plary for Juſtice to all Kings and Princes 
after him; his firſt ſtep ſhall be underlay'd 
with Juſtice and paved with Judgment. 
We go on, obſerving all along, how 


direct a way David goes in till to eſtabliſh 
his Throne for ever, and make his Crown 


flouriſh upon his head; he enquires of the 
Lord touching the place of his annoynt- 
ing. And God ſo orders all for him, that 
all might know he was deſigned, preſerved.” 
and called to the Kingdom by G OD him- 


ſelf. And yet he finds eppoſites 3” but Da- 


vid prevails over them all; he waxed ſtron- 


fer and ftronger, and the houſe of Soul weaker 


and we aber. 

David's Militia was ſo ſtrentz now that 
he took courage, and marched to Feruſalem, 
laid ſieve to that ſtrong hold, which held: 
out all the days of the Judges: The Ad- 
verfary thought in impoflble that David 


could take it, and that the lame and blind 
would defend it: And ſo they jeared at him; 
not eonſidering, that they had to do with - 


More 
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more then a Man. David comes againſt 
his Adverſary in the ſtrength of God : He 


looked not how. ſtrong the City was, for 


then he had been diſcouraged, he conſider- 
ed how ſtrong God is, and the more eaſily 
prevails againſt his Adverfaries, the more 
ready they were to mock and jeare at him: 
Nevertheleſs David took the ſtrong hold v of 
Sion, the ſame is the City of David. A 
David went on and grew great; The Lord 
God of Hoſts was with him. Then what 
could ftand againſt him! His Enemies 
could not ſtand before him, for the LORD 
brake forth upon them like the breach of 
waters. GO D was with him, no matter 
how many were againſt him: The Goll 


of all the Hoſts in Heaven, Earth and 


Sea, they ſhall all fall and be deſtroyed; 


and the gods, they in their haſty fli ght 


2 behind dem, David and bu men burn 


% next care was about the . 00 


It was well his care was ſo well placed. 
Be careful for that, and be careful for 
nothing; let your care be about the ſervice 
of 60 D, that it be according to rule, 
after his Vill, Whoſe ſervice it is, and 
then you may . caſt; all your care upon 
'G 0 D, for he, careth for you. Leta man 
ſeek what he ſhould ſeek in the firſt place; 


_ let G 9 alone with all the reſt ; 
though 


Put of ted Th. e 


though they. be many. things, yet all ſhall - 
be added unto him; they - ſhall be caſt 
in to him without his care, as an aduan- 
tage or ſurpleſage to his reckoning. Let 
a man do his duty, and let G O alone 
to make proviſion for him, 1 chat is 
GODS, Work, 

David's chief and firſt care was 5 ah | 
the Arke. It was moſt fit it ſhould be 
{o. Indeed a good Prince muſt needs be- 
think himſelf firſt, how to advance Re- 
ligion; what ſhould the Deputies of GOD 
rather do, then honour: him who hath 


| honored them, and whom they repreſeut? 


But they ſhould have looked to the 


manner, and what Law the LOR D had 


ſet down, for the removing and carryin 

of the Arke: The Teſtimony, of G 

preſence is in their hands, and they handle 
it rather as Philiſtines then as Ifratlites; 
The Arke ſhould have been carried on 
the Prieſts ſhoulders, they ſet it upon a 
Cart. See how ready Iſrael is to follow 
an example againſt the Rule, and to do 
as the Philiſtines did; 10 did. they, and a 
way they went. merrily; But the Lord 
turn d their dancing ſoon into mourning; he 
made 2 Breach upon them, and ſo he 
taught the generations following, this great 


leflon ; ©, That when we cannot do any thing 
& it the degrees that GOD e jet 
we 


« 
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tt. we muſt learne to do all things in the 
« HO RME, that he requiteth: David 


hath learnt his leſſon new and ſettles to 


the work again, doth all according to the 


Law, Decently and in Order, he ſerves 


the LOR D with feare, and re joyceth 
with trembling; he will account of world- 
ly joy and contentment as it is, a thing 
very momentany, of very ſmall} continu- 


ance; he will never truſt proſperity again, 


there may be a change within an hour, nor 
will he let himſelf looſe to a fearleſs joy. 
1. The breach is made upon 'Vzzab, 


but it ſtrikes David alſo to the heart, 


and fee how ſoftly he walks, and humbly 


before his GOD, he was afraid of the 


LORD that day, and ſaid, how ſball the 
Arke of thn LOR D come unto me? 
Thusa good man learns much by affficti- 
on, and is 15 better be anothers ſtroaks, 
for the hand of G O D, that was fore 
upon Uxxah, pointed to Davids fin alfo, 
and the L ORD mi izht have been 48 
quick with him, being the chief per ſon 
there, and a Leader to his people: So 
David enquires wiſely into the matter and 


cauſe of this the LOR DS diſpleaſure, 


and he finds it out and expreſſeth it; 
our G O D male a breach upon ut, for that 
we ſought him not after the DU E ORDER. 
See how that breach made up Prince, 

1 Þ People 
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People and Levites, and made them all 
whole again; S the Prieſts and Levites . 
ſanctiſtied themſelves to bring up the Arte of 
the LORD GOD of Iſrael; © Take we 
c heed of an inconſiderate ruſhing upon 
ce Gods ſervice, ſuch, eſpecially, as concern 
ce the Arte: A man muſt be prepared and 
ce ſanctiſied for ſuch works. 2. Look to 
4 thy Feet when thou art going into Gods 
« houſe: Be is in Heaven, thou art on 
« Earth. The Admonition is ſeaſonable 3 


| when our foot is entring upon Gods work 


When we would doa worke for God, Joſbua 8 
direktion is as uſeful as it was to the 
Prieſts, when they ſhould fee God work 
ing for them; Sanctiſie your ſelves, for to 


| morrow the LORD will do wonders amo 


you : So Santtifie your ſelves, as you exp 
= ſhould work gloriouſly for you. 

3. This is of high concermment for us 
Rude e who are all for the work, not 
regarding the manner It is ſpoken to us in 
a Figure. We allo are all for the matter and 
ſubſtance of the work; if our prayers be 
ſaid. If we have fat the hour and heard 
the Sermon ; atid, then all is done: Af 
ſuredly chis is as if we ſhould think; if the 
Arke be carried, and brought to his place 
of reſt; no matter for the manner how, 


| though it be put in a Cart, and the Oxen 


der its * ou muſft look to the manner of 
| our - 
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our performance, or elſe look for a breach 
upon us: Sooner or later God will make 
it, for he is the ſame, he was in David's 
| days; and then it was; our God made 4 


breach upon us, for that we ſought him not aften 
the due order. Then we. muſt remember, 
how they. ordered themſelves aſter this 
breach was, made upon them, and as they 
did, ſo-ſhould: we do in our ſervices, be- 
fore God made a breach upon us. So the 
Prieſts and the Levites ſanttified themſelves 


to bring up the Arke of the. LORD GOD. 


of Iſrael. So muſt we do according to the 
charge i in Joſhua, Sanctiſie your ſelves both 


yon and your Bret hren, ſpecially. ye that are 


the chief of the Fathers, that je may do the 
ſervice of th LORD ter the DUE. 


REER. 


David has g iven the charge, #1 and he 


leads the way; the breach upon \Vizab 


» 


is ſtill in his eye, not, to, diſhearten him 


from removing the Arke, for he ſaw, that 


a bleſſing did accompany the Arke, , and 


was viſible there, were the Arle was: 


Bur to make him wary and very circum- 
It. in his Removal of the Are. And 
e wich what deliberation he does it, ſtill 
eying che Rule, and his way, and the 
breach upon Uzzab, 10 having gone ſix 
paces, he Sacrificeth. Then he goęs on 
rejoyging with the Arke b own.; A X 
1450 lis 


ſelf for me and my Houſe, I will build the 


His Wife fees no beauty in her Husbends 


zeale and holy mirth, but folly rather 
and madneſs. David cannot endure a re- 
proach from her very ſharply : And be- 


_ cauſe her Mouth was ſo open againſt her 


Husband in the cauſe of his God, the Lord 
ſhut up her Womb, ſhe thould bear no 


| Child unto him, whom ſhe had contem- 
ned, She had no Child to the day of her Death: 


A great reproach in thoſe days, among Men. 


But David riſeth the higher by his outward . 
abaſement: And that, which in his Wives 


eye would make him vile and contempti- 
ble, ſhould make him more Honourable 3 
for what he did was before the Lord, and 
his abaſement before him, in his way to 
Glory, therefore he is reſolved to be 
yet more vile then fo, and baſe in his own 
eyes. | „ „ d ONCE: 
” Thus King David, and his people have 
done tduching the Arte, it is brought 


in a due order to its place. But Dauid 


takes not his Eye from off it, his care is 
ſtill about the Arte; that, now the Lord 
had given him reſt, the Arke might reſt 
too, and in a fitting Houſe which he will 
build for it. No, but he ſhall not; and 
yet his heart is to build G O D an Houſe: 
Go and tell him, ſaith the LO R D, I wil 
buld thee an Houſe: Wilt thou lay out thy- 
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un. dle and it thall. be A ſure Hoſes i 
Mall commue o ever. 
The only way David could take to eſta- 
bliſh his Eouſe tor ever, was to take care 
of Gods Houſe on Earth: 80 he did, aud | 
ſee what proviſion. he made for that build- | 
ing, becauſe he had ſet bs AFFECTION 
thereupon; and ſee-how. he proſpered ? 
What exploits his MILITIA wrought ! | 
No Eremies could fiand before him, tor 
the LO D preſerved David whitherſoever be | 
went. The Enemy had no power to ſtand | 
before David, tor 8 O D was with him. 
We ſee then were our ſtrength lyeth, not 
in multitudes of Chariots, and Troopes of 
Horſe- men: Though our Army be weake, 1 
and our Adverſary ſtrong, yet his gods wi 
are but fuel for the Fire; GO D is with 
us, and he is ſtrong. We read, that Da- 
wid grew mighty, got himſelf a name ; 
for it follows, lacey after, David reigh- 
ell over all Iſrael, and executed June and 
Juſtice to all his People. | ; 
Iwill E ARLY deſtroy all the wicked of 8 der 
Lad: That I may CUT OFF ALI he 
wicked doers from the City of the LORD. be. 
I his is to execute Judgment and Juſtice, the- 
to do it EARLY, and generally to have do 
a ſpecial eye to the Slanderer ;, and to him E 
that hath an high Look, and a proud Heart; mat 
wa —— Perſon n allo, and to him deb 
tellet 


A. 


1 tellech tes. Theſe ſhould be rooted out, 
thev are the Peſts and 1 of the Town, 

ta- and of the Kingdom. 

are | But upon whom were David's Byes faſt= 


ud  neft for good? Upon the Faithful in the 
d- and, they ſhould dell with him; and 
1.N „that walked in 4 perfect may, they 
ed ? mould be his Ser vants. Do you ſee a Man 
ht ! ting his Eyes upon Doegs wicked bloody 


for Men? He is a Saul. » Do's he ſet his eyes 
he upon the Faithful in the Land ? He is a Da- 
and vid. Signs and tokens may deceive you, 
nim. but this never fail'd; do's he delight in 
| wicked Men? Do they dwell with him? 
s of Do ſych vile perſons ſerve him? Will 
ake, he not ſuffer them to be cut of; he is a 
wicked Man, for his eyes are upon the 
wicked to favour them; doth he execute 
Judgment and Juſtice. Has he a reſpect, 
doth he heartily favour good Men? Do's 
he delight in ſuch? Is his heart towards 
them? He is a good Man. 
The Government is upon David's Shout 
ders, he will do Judgment and Juſtice, for 
he is ſet upon GODS THRONE, 0 
be King of THE LORD H1S G OD, 
href made he thee King over them. I 
do Judgment and Juſtice to A L L his People. 
But David did fome mjuſtice too in the 
„matter of Urijah the Hittite. 


True, 
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True, he did indeed, he killed Urijah 


with the Sword, and ſo he called for the 
Sword home to his Houſe ; it came, and 
never departed from his Houſe, according 
to the word of the Lord: And ſo we may 


read on, and of nothing but the Sword, the 


Sword, now in the Brothers Hand, and 
therewith he ſlew his Brother: Now 


again in the Sons Hand, the beloved Son, | 
and he would dethrone his Father. It is 


very notable, but it belongs not to this 
place. We may look upon the Sword in 
David's Houſe, ſo as to keep it from our 
own : And think of the Saints falls, as to 
make us look to our ſtanding; we, may 
Ponder their ſteps and their failings, ſo as 
that we admire free Grace. We may ſpeak 
of their falls too, when there is juſt reaſon 
ſo to do, but with trembling at them, as 
SE A-MAR Rs to bid us beware, that no 
Man preſume to come thither; though 
one Man plunged in there, and yet eſcaped, 
many have fallen in, andwere drowned. 
David did Traſgreſs in the matter of 
Urijah ; but David watred his Bed with 
his Tears. David did according to the 
deſire and pleaſure of his Eyes; but he 
was over-whelmed with Sorrow. We have 
our direction at this point in theſe words; 
he that once perſecuted the faith, now preacheth 
the Faith, which he ence deſtroyed. _— 
84111 en 
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then? And they glorified: G O D in me. 
There is a direction for us, when we think 
or ſpeake of the godly Mans falls. But 
indeed, in this place, we are to ſay nothing 


touching this matter, unleſs we will go 


againſt the rule, and the practice of all the 

odly, even of G O D himſelf. Sarah 
nad her Infirmicies, ſo had Aſoſes, though 
the meekeſt Man upon Earth; their 


FAITA is only mentioned and no more. 


David himſelf might have ſaid much in 
the diſgrace of Saul; but contrary, he 
fills his Mouth with Saul's commendation. 
Joh did ſpeake when time was, unadviſedly 
with. his Lips, as an impatient; Man. See 
in his Third Chapter, he breaks out a little. 
A little ! You will ſay, he breaks out a great 
deale, he curſeth the Day and Night both. 
True, and yet I ſaid weil enough, he hreałs 


t no but A little; a little in reference to thoſe 
ugh breakivgs , that were upon him, under 
ped, which he was preſſed down, and lay, flat: 
2 5 For indeed St. James mentions none at all, 
he tells us only this, Lu have heard of the 
vith patierice of Job, as if we never heard of his 
ene impatiency. | Zuther -another, Paul, but of 
ea more hot temper contended, upon a 
Ve time, with Mt. Calvin, ſomew hat ton ed- 
rds; gerly. Weh, ſaid Calvin, though Nut her 
heth | in his. häſte, overtaken with infirmity, 
on ould call me Devil, yet I muſt call him, 
ns eb ö | 44 
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an ecelleut Servant of the LORD. And 


ſo we ſee what the ſervants of the LOR'D 
have done; and yet we are own à more 


r For we ſee what the LORD 
do's in this caſe, My Servant David, a Man 
after my own Heart, — did that which war 
in mine eyes," and turned not aſide from 
thing, tha Tcommundid him all the days 

| — Life, ſave only in ons thing, and that! 
ve paſſed overy as if it had never bid 
— Surely the 'LOR D ſpeaks much for 
our comfort; and for our inſtruction too, 
IWI LI FORGEIVE their iniquity; 


uu [will member ſheir Sin NO MOR H. 


And now we will draw towards the 


ſhunting up of Dauid's day, for we muſt 


Hear of him, as of the longeſt lived Mat 
that ever was, AND HE. DIE D. We 


will paſs on in his tory 2 3 rye biene | 
n himſelf even 


therere, where David: 
in the hands of Death. Then we read 


with what affection he ſpeals to the Peo- | 


ple; even as on that had ſet His Hection 
upon them, as he had done upon the Houſe 
GOD: He was now leaving them and 
that Houſe, which "muſt know him no 
more; and now, marke With what fection 
5 als; Heure ye my briiinen and my 

Then read what he ſpale, and 
1 his charge 'was to the: peop le, that 
— and their Souls might-proſper * 
VR 7 OW 


* 
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* 35 belkech Solomon, and charg geth 
| him, but-that requireth 3 
on; he chargeth him to keep the charge 
of the Lord, tor that was the way to prot- 
per in all that he aid, and whitherſoever he 
turned himſelf. And "thou Solomon my Som, 
KNOW thou the G O D of thy Father. 
If a dying Father can bequeathi it to his 
Children, he leaves him à richer legacy 
then is imaginable. And thou, my Som, 
KNOW the G0 D #f thy e he 
is FEHOV AH, Jaw his bong in hi nſelfz 
gives being to all; the great and terrible 
[80 D, the gracious” and morciſul GOD; 
that gives being to ali his Promiles, to 41 
his Threatnings. Know-this Cod, none 
Man, is like him, Glorious in bolineſs ," fearful 
We Bw Praiſes , 5 doing wonders. The G 0 _ 
rand of thy Father, before whom thy Father 
even walled; the 6 U D Who ch bim all 
read his life long and redeemed” him from | 
Peg- BW all evil; my Son, N NO this God. 
tion They chat ſo K N OW him, will love 
louſe him, will ſerve Him, will feroe as wid 
and Pee Heart, and a willing Alind. 
ab The eee eee 
ion Kink: ore eunto the F 2 85 had 75 his 
my Alfection, a made a able prov 
e! 175 Son now muſt 892 Bis MR wa 
that heart to make an Houſe like c0D8 Houſe, 
hen I exceeding MAGNIFICENT, WO N- 
how | _"DERFUL' 
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DERFUL GREAT, for ſois the God, 
to whoſe name it muſt be 67g - The, remain- 
ing part of the charge is, touching the 
execution of Judgment and Juſtice ; Da- 
vid. chargeth Solomon touching cruel Joab, 
and malicious Shime;, both theſe muſt be 
removed upon the firſt opportunity, for 
Solomon muſt learn by times, what he muſt 
never forget; that the droſs muſt be re- 
moved from the Silver; the wicked muſt 
be taken from the King, elſe his face can- 
not ſhine, nor can his Throne be. eftabliſhed 
in Righteouſneſs. | Then David, having ſeen 
Bis Son \ fitting upon his Throne, and 


charg'd- him concerning his Duty to GOD 


and to his Houſe, that he muſt build it ex- 
ceeding MAG NI FI CEN I, as we 
heard; and having bleſſed the L OR D, 
and his Son, and the People, and com- 
manded them to bleſs the LOAD, DIE D 
in 4 good Old Age, with Bleſſings and Suppli- 


 Ertions in his ah, Full of, es ain 1 
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the Tard bleſſed with the bleſfings 


0 the 15 0 K D, with the bleſfivgs of the 


» Father, 
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4 ot 
lings 
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ither, 


Father, and the People reigned in kis end. 
His Father ſaid to the Son, thou art 4 Wiſe- 
man ; Solomon ſaid to G O D, thou haſt made 
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| thy Servant King, and I am but a LITTEE 
CHILD, and yer I muſt go out and in, be- 


fore 4 great and wiſe Peopie. All this was 
true, and in a true ſenſe of this LI T. 
TLENESS, and the Peoples GREAT - 
NESS, Salomon prayed for an underſtand- 


ing Heart. That de grs pleaſed the LORD 


ſo well, that be — it, made Solomon 
excel therein all the Wiſe-men on the Earth. 
« Ask the greateſt thing; GOD will give 
« the leaſt without asking: He gave him 

alſo therewith, - that he deſir d not, both 
riches and honour: So as there was nat amy 
like him all his days; nor in all theſe Years 


after him. Then fate Solomen” pon the 


Throme of David bis Father, and his: King- 


dom was Eftabliſh'd Greatly, for he was 


ſtrengthened therein, and the LORD 
his GOD was with him er 
EC EE DINGLT. : 
Salomon was the greateſt example of 
Wiſdom, Riches and Honour, that ever 
was in the World: And the ſtrangeſt ex- 
ample of human frailty, that ever we read 
off, being, ſo Wiſe a Man. But what is 


Man 3 in his beſt Eſtate to ſtand of himſelf, 


nor iſe enough to order his ſteps. If the 


nber who, is nn and our 


Wiſdom, | | 
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wiſdom, bw his hawk we fan, and 
poſſibly 0 low, that he, WhO was a mir- 
- rour of Wildom even now, becomes anon 
the mirrour of folly. It is an high point 
of Wiſdom to know all this: And that 
wicked aud Idolatrous Counſels, Tpecially 
from her, that lyeth in the Boſom, will 
weaken ſtrength, and beſot reaſon ; and 
thoſe are the leſſons we are to take hence. 
How the LORD met with him is remark- 
able alſo, which I val er fi touching 
only upon it ann. 

Concerning his Fall and recovery again, 
there is pregnant proof in ſacred Writings; 
and no matter what Fools ſay, though 
write Books about it, no Wiſer at the 
| end; then at the beginning. True it is, 

though Salomon was really ſo Wiſe, ſo Rich, 


To Honourable, yet, when he AWOK B 

when he came to himſelf, behold it WA SA 
A D RE A M, his Wiſdom, his Riches, 
his Worldly Power, Behold ! It; is 4 Dream, 


Vanity of vanities all is Vanity; 10 aid 


pore then he? he kept not from his Eyes, 
what they deſred, nor with-held his Heart 


8 er Mi yet ſo ſaid Solomon the King: 
For what can the Man ſay, that commeth 
after che King? Even that, which hath 
been already d; Solomon ſaid of all things 
5 rd the 28 chey are Vanity and Vex- 


ation 


he who haſtened to find Satisf ation | ; ww 


s. Part I. of Iſrael and Judah. 1717 
ation; he could look thorow all, and diſ- ö 


cern a Nothingneſs at the bottom. Surely 
this did argue, he had a ſpiritual Eye, 


and that G O D had inſtructed him to 4 
diſcretion. As GO D made all things, by 


his Power, of Nothing; ſo he, by Wii⸗ 
dom from 60 D, made Nothing of all 
things; Nothing in reference to that one 


thing Neceſſary; or Nothing, in reference 


to Heaven, The concluſion is, he, that 
ſees all things to be Nothing, ſee's alſo 
GOD to be all things: He that ſees a 
Not hingneſs, in the Creature, fees in GO P, 
an Alf ſufficiency It is- clear from Solo- 


mon s Writings, That fo Selomen did, and 
that makes clearer proof to them that 
have queſtioned it (I think no Wiſeman 
ever did) That Solomon's Heart was turn- 


ed from Idols to ſerve the Living GOD. . 
We read on now, that we may learn 


to lookthe better to our ſtanding by Solomon s 
Fall; and to avoid with all our care the 


ſnares that are ina proſperous and full Eſtate. 
That little more, which concerns our 
preſent Theam, as this; Solomon was a 
King of Peace, aud enjoyed long Peace, 
he and his People; Judah and Iſrael were 
as the ſand; which u by the Sea in 
multitude, Eating and Drinking and making 
merry: An interrupted Peace, never broken 


till S lomon broke Covenant with his GOD, 


ES and 
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and then he breaks to pieces, but till then He 

all was Peace. Here was a conſidering I vi! 
time for Solomon the Wile, and for all his It 
People. They were now in a Land, where tha 
Silver and Gold was as plentiful as Stones: But N we. 
that more precious commodity, BREAD, Þ lift. 
Tua they Kat without ſcarceneſs; there was I fs 
no lack ef any thing. What is to be done to! 
'} now ? It ſhould not be queftion'd, becaule ¶ the 
bf cur evil and forgetful Hearts: Beware all 
= leaſt thou forget the LOR D, that hath done hus 
thus and thus for thee, and hath given thee all the 
hi fulneſs. © O remember and forget not be 
© to. bleſs the LORD thy God for all tha 
„ this geod, which he hath wgiven thee. 
© Beware now, that thou forget not the 
* LORD thy GO D, now when thou 


1— &1 - 


| 3 1 — ne EXCEDL bis Build- Ts; 
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forgot the.Lord. 


3 


Houſes full, and Table full; yet now thou 


Þ wilt forget God Or never remember Solomon. 


It will make us beware; the wiſeſt Man 
that ever was, yet, when all good things 
were multiply'd to him, his Heart was 
lifted up, and his Spirit fell down flat, he 
Note, It is an hard thing | 
to keep the Heart down and humble, when 
the perſon is lifted! up with the fullnes of 
all things; the hardeſt buſineſs well to 
husband Peace and Plenty, for the good of 
the Soul. Pray therefore, that we may 
be filled with the fruits of Righteouſneſs ; 
that we may not be Drunk with the World, 
wherein is exceſs; but be filled with the $i 
rity even with all the fuineſs of God. 

No warlike actions were "th by 
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Wiſdom, with-draw his hand, we fall, and 
poſſibly O low, that he, who was 2 mir- 
rour of Wiſdom even now, becomes anon 
the mirrour of folly. It is an high point 
of Wiſlom to know all this: And that 
wiecled aud Idolatrous Counſels, ſpecially 
from her, that lyeth in the Beſom, will 
weaken ſtrength, and beſot reaſon; and 
thoſe are the leſſons we are to take hence. 
How the LORD met with him is remark- 
able alſo, which 1 re „ touching 


only upon it anon. . 
Concerning his Fall and recovery again, | 
there is pregnant proof in ſacred Writings ; | 


and no matter what Fools ſay , though i 
they write Books about it, no wiſer at the | 
end, then at the beginning. True it is, 1 
though Solomon was really ſo Wiſe, ſo Rich,, 
o Honourable, yet, when he AWOKE | « 
when he came to himſelf, behold it WAS!. 

A DREAM, his, Wiſdom, his Riches, | « 
his Worldly Power, Behold !- "It; 154 Dream, A 
Vanity of wanities all is Vanity; 46 ſaid 1 
he e to find Satisf ation : 3 who 
more then he? he kept not from his Eyes, 
what _ Aefered, nor With-held his Heart | 
8 ; yet ſo ſaid Solomon the King: 
For what enn the Man fay, that commeth 
aſter che Khig? Even that, which hath 
been already Gd Solomon ſaid of all things 
Ga Cs * chey are Nau and Vex- 


arion 5 6: 


the | 


multitude, Eating 
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ation; he could look thorow all, and diſ- 
cern a Nethingneſs at the botton 
this did argue, he had a ſpiritual Eye, 
and that G O D had inſtructed him to 


diſc cretion. 


u. Surely 


en. As GO D made all things, by 
his Power, of Nothing; ſo he, by Wiſ⸗ 
dom from 6 P, made Nothing of all 


things; Nothing in reference to that one 
thing Neceſſary; or Nothing, in reference 
to Heaven, The concluſion is, he, that 
ſees all things to be Nothing, ſee's alſo 
60 D to be all things: He that ſees a 


Not hingneſs, in the Creature, ſees in GOD, 
an All- ſufficiency It is- clear from Solo- 


mon s Writings, That ſo Selomen did, and 
that makes clearer proof to them that 
have queſtioned it (I think no Wiſeman 
ever did) That Solomon's Heart was turn- 


ed from Idols to ſerve the Living 60 D. 


Me read on now, that we may learn 


to lookthe better to our ſtanding by Solomon s 


Fan; and to avoid with all our care the 
ſnares that are ina proſperous and full Eſtate. 
| That little more, which. concerns our | 


preſent Theam, as this; Solomon was a 
King of Peace, aud enjoyed long Peace, 


. he | an d his People; Judah And Hr ael were 


many as the ſand; which u by the Sea in 
and Drinking and making 


merry: An interrupted Peace, never broken 
till Solomon broke Covenant with his GOD, 
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and then he breaks to pieces, but till then 
all was Peace. Here was a conſidering 
155 time for Solomon the Wiſe, and for all his 
- People. They were now in a Land, where 
Silber and Gold was as plentiful as Stones: But 
that more precious commodity, BREAD, 
| That they Kat without ſcarceneſs; there was 
no lack ef any thing. What is to be done 
now ? It ſhould not be queſtion d, becauſe 
f our evil and forgetful Hearts : Beware 
leaſt thou forget the LORD, that hath done 
thus and thus for thee, and hath given thee all 


C Att. ao 


this fulneſs. O remember and forget not | b 
© to. bleſs the LORD thy God for all t! 


i# this good, which he hath given thee. w 
Beware now, that thou forget not the . 
LORD thy GOD, now when thou | 

- © Haft built goodly Houſes, now when thy | 5s; 
® herds and flocks are multiplyd, thy Sil- in 

- #-ver and thy Gold is mutiplyd, and all | yt 
that thou haſt is mwltipyd, now look || ce 
* narrowly to it, elſe thy Heart? will be St 

_ © lifted up, and thy Spirits will be flat and I he 
down; thou wilt for*get the LORD 
® thy GOD, who gave thee all this, and m 
 multiply'd thee exceedingly, if thou art || 
not now aware and looket narrowly to | A; 


| — thy ſelf A Man cannet eaſily believe, a1 
1 how he can forget G O D, when he hath || « - 
d many remembrances of him ſtill before 

his Eyes, Fields full, and Barnes * 11 1 

* e " - = Bow | 
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Houfes full, and Table full; yet now thou 
vuwilt forget God or never remember Solomon. 
It will make us beware; the viſeſt Man 
that ever was, yet, when all good things 

were multiply'd to him, his Heart was 
lifted up, and his Spirit fell down flat, he 
forgot the. Lord. Note, It is an hard thing 
to keep the Heart down and humble, when 
the perſon is liſted up with the fullneſs of 
all things; the hardeſt bufineſs well to 
husband Peace and Plenty, for the good of 
the Soul. Pray therefore, that we may 
be filled with the fruits of Righteouſneſs 5, 
that we may not be Drunk with the World, 
wherein is exceſs; but be filled with the Si- 
rit, even with all the fulneſs of GW. 
No warlike actions were performed by 
Solomon, nor memorable, except his Build- 
ings, which were great, wonderful and 
very many, with other works of Magnift- _ 
cence, wrought for the glory of his own 
State, not much inferiour to that Houſe 
he built to the honour of GO r. 
Touching his MILETIA, we read 
much in a little; he provided for the 
troubles of War, in the leiſure of Peace: 
And, to maintain his peace, he maintain d 
a mighty MILITIA, for he had Four 
© Thouſand Stalls for Horſes and Charriots, - 
and Twelve Thouſand Horſe-men,whom' 
© he beſtowed in the Charriot Cities, and 
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with himſelf at Hieruſalem; and he 
„ raigned over all the Kings, from the 
River even to the Land of the Philiſtines, 
and to the border of e&gypr «_ _ 
But it came to paſs, when Solomon was 
old, that his Wives turned away his Heart 
after other Gods, and the LORD was 
argry with Solomon, becauſe his Heart was 
turned away from the LORD GOD of 
Iſrael, Who had appe ard unto him TWICE, 
and had warned him touching that Mat- 
ter. If the LORD graciouſly apear 
© unto a Man once, and he regard not; 
© this will kindle GODS Wrath: But 
if he appears TWICE, and yet he will 
not beware, this will make his wrath burn, 
for the more mercy, the more diſpleaſure, 
if mercy be deſpiſed. Solomon had a fair 
warning, much grace was ſhown unto 
him; GOD appear'd unto him TWICE, 
and charg'd him as often; yet Solomon did 
contrary, he harkened to what his 
Wife ſaid, not what G O D faid; He 
Rept not that, which the LO R D commanded. 
& [Therefore his Son ſhould not keep his“! 
\ Kingdom mtire. Surely, the LORD 
« - would rend it out of his Sons hand. How 
beit not all, for David's fake. And yet | 
Solomon himſelf ſhould out-live his Glory, || - 
he ſhould ſee affliction, and feel it too ® 
from one Adverfary, aud then another; 
„5 ff For 
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og the eſtabliſhing his Throne : 
LORD ſtirred up Adverſaries ; The one 


Goddeſſes : 
World; the Lord did ſtir up two Adver- 
_ faries, the one did Solomon great miſchief ; 


He rai 


Far 


For thus it was; when this Kings heart 
was divided betwixt ſtrange Wives, and 
as ſtrange vanities; when he turned from 


the LORD, who had appear'd to him 
TWICE, and ſo inſtructed him, touch- 
Then the - 


did great mi chief and the other abhorred 
Idols, thoſe curſed and miſchievous things 


he did not ſo, he clave to them in love, 


for his heart was turned after. Gods and 
He did {mart for this in this 


the other ſerved him, as he ſhould have 
ſerved Idols, he abbofred Iſrael. To ſhut 
up Solomons Story, we have but this more - 
ned over Iſrael Forty Tears. The 
Sun of the glorious Day did ſet in a 
Cloud, then it was night with him, went 
to Bed, and flept with his Fathers. Ree 


hoboam his 30 raigned in his ſtead. 


The Ads of ABI JAH. 


2 


| CHAP. W 
 BIFAH, Solomon's Grand-child ; 

Son to Rehohoam, begins his. Reign, | 

and quickly ends it, he Reigned but Three | 


12025 He e much better then his 
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Father, for he walked in all the ſins of his 


Fuer: But he was a much wiſer man. 


| regiſter him amongft the good Kings, 
becauſe he ordered his Militia well, nor” 
was he ſuch a-foole, as to humble bim- 
ſelf before ſtocks and ſtones, or thinks 
them Gods, which were made with Hands, 
or put confidence thereon: He was va- 
ljant alſo and ſtout- hearted, and could 
look up to GOD, who hte e 
Courage and Invention, ak; T5827. 2140 


In the cloſe: of the former Chapter: | 


we Reade, That there were wars betwixs 


Rehoboam and jeroboam continualy. And 
in this Chapter we find it intimated, 


That Jeroboam pur ſues the War a againſt 


Abiſah, and, finding himfelf twice as 
ſtrong, ſets upon Abiſah by force and 
fraud Abiſah ſets his battle in array againſt 


him, before he Fights, he ſpeaks; and, 


that he may be heard, craves audience, 
heare me thou ſeroboam and all | Iſrael. 


What Abiſal's Sins were, the. ſacred Text 


tells us in general terms, he walled in 


all the fins of bis Father. What his words 


were we ſhall, hear, as full of Wiſdom 


and Grace as any we ſhall read through- 
out the Chronicles; Theſe are his Words. 
Ought you not to know , that GOD. 


1 Nats given the Kingdom over Iſrael to 


Mp < David and his ſeed by a covenant! of 


5 Salt, 
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* Salt, firm and ſtable to him for ever? 
* You do now, in ſeeking to reverſe this 
* decree; rebel againſt GOD: Ye have 
indeed, vain Men as ye are, and Chil- 
dron of Belial, ſtrengthened your felves 
* againft my Father Rehoboam the Son of 
Solomon; and. he could not withſtand 
* you; being a Min, and no more, young 
and tender hearted : No hard matter to 


© prevail agaiuſt a Man, and ſuch a Man: 


© But you muſt not thmk to withſtand 
* the Ningdom of the LORD in the hand 
© of the Sons of David. Vu have multi- 
© tudes, twice as many as 1 have, but 
*-what are they againſt the L ORD; 
© You have gods good ftore alſo, They 
© are but ſuch as Jeroboam made you for 


© Gods; Gods of Mans . will do 
their makers and their Worſhippers 


© little ſervice. But wot you what! ye 


© have caſt away your, ſtrength; for you 
have caſt-out the Prieſts of the LORD; 
© and the Levites too; and, inſtead of 
© them, you have made you Prieffs after 
* the manner of the Nations 4 ot her Lands; 
and fit Prieſts they are for ſuch Gods, 


© all of Ferohoam's making. Tus. Ah. 


has muſtered up Jerobpams Troops, kis 


multitudes of men, of Gods, and of Prieſts, 
like their Gods: Then he tells Jereboam 


where his and Judah ſtrength is. But 
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© as for us, the LORD i our GOD 
© and we have not forſaken him, and the 
_ © Prieſts, which miniſter unto the LORD 

© are the Sons of Aaron, and the Levites 
© waite upon their buſineſs, for we keep the 
* charge of the LORD our GOD; 
© But ye have forſaken him; and, behold, 
£ GOD himſelf iswith us for our Caps 


© tain, and his Prieſts with founding 


6 Trumpets to cry alarzm againft you: 
O Children of Iſrael fight you not againſt 
the LORD GOD of your Fathers, for you 


ſhall not-profper. I 0 

1 Thus mae has declared to Feroboam 
and all Jſrael, the whole Counſel of God, 
touching that matter, the Kingdom of 
Fudahb, the Stability of the ſame. But ſee 
the treachery of Jeroboam and all 1ſrael ! 

While Abiſah was thus wiſely adviſing 
fael, Yeroboam was dealing treacherouſly 
with Judah : Feroboam tauſed an Ambuſhment 
ro come about behind Judah: So when Judah 
looked back behold Feroboam's Troops 
were there; and when they looked for- 
ward, the Troops were there alſo, before 
and behind Truly Judah has loſt much by 


ſtanding to parly, treat and debate mat- 
ters with Idolatrous Ifrael ;, while Abiſah | 


is opening to Iſrael the purpoſe and coun- 
ſel of God: Jeroboam is wholy careleſs 


| of that, minds ouly how he may cro 
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the, Counſel of G0 D, and has broughe 
Judah into a ſnare; he ha cauſed an Ambuſh- 
ment to come about Judah before und behind: 
And now he makes no doubt, but he 
ſhall reverſe the purpoſe. of GQD. 
Touching the Kingdom over Mock 
given to David by a covenant off Salt, an 
everlaſting covenant. -When Judah —_ 
this they cryed unto the LORD; Then 
was Judah's time to cry, and Gods time 
to help, for the battle was before and 
behind. Then Judah cryed, and the 2 5 
did their Office: Ther it came fo pales | 
that G D. ſmote Jeroboam, and all 1 2 
before Abijah and Judah : There fell down _ 
flain-of Iſrael, Five Hundred Thouſand abo 
ſen Men: Thus the Children of Iſrael were 
brought under at that time, and the Chil- 
 fren of Judah prevailed. | becauſe they ro- 
lied upon the LOR DG OD ef their Fa» 
ther z ada relied upon his G OD, I E- 
HOVAH n ſtrengt h, there is the 
ſtrength. of Judah, and 1 recover 
ſtrength again in the 'days of Abijah, and 
yet Jeroboam, fo: Treacherous, ſo Re- 
bellious, and ſuch an Aae mall not 
ſcape ſo; he had made Gods for Iſrael, 
aſter the ſimilitude of Calves, that Eat 
Ha 3 i and Prieſts for theſe Gods, and he 
| dealt treacherouſly with Judah; 
| n will be avenged of him 2 


his; . my endete l yon che 
LORD will finite Jeroboam ald; he had 
ſmote Him before, and all I/rac! with him, 
but then Feroboam made an eſcape ; the 
Ted ſmites him now with à deadly 
ſtroak, he ſhall” make no more Gods, 
nor Peiets after his order, co offer” Ser 
| erifice \nbo 0 Devils. . Ws 63.4. s 
Tube Lord ſmote him an he died. The 
time when this deſtruction came upori 
Him is remarkable; then the LOR D 
ſmote him with a deadly ſtroak, that he 
died, when fudah might ay of Him, -as 
| David tail "oi his Adverfaries, Tr; re 
lively and ffrong, and full of wiles] and are 
multiplied. When eroboam was vefy prov'd. 
then the Lord brought him! exceeding 
low; when his thou Jas were _ mil 
chievous againſt Ju ah, then the Tord | 
broke Skew" to pieces. Let Judah re 
up his God ftillg truſt in the Lord fe 
rover, iin aſſured confidence; that, wien 
the idolater hath! made his Ambu ſomeut, 
and cooped up Judah with his Troops 
before and ne then is Gods time to 
work, andito magnifie Himſelf: Then 
he cauſerh fear and dread to fall upon them”: 
By the greatneſs of bis Am; e Enemies 
2 be as Fill a5 a ſtoue. So it was here; 
Judah prevailed aver Iſrael becauſe e they Ye 
—_ apon- the Lord ud: "and the Lord 
Wy 9407 | * 
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450 'fay 15 N are ee all, pd 
the Records are Toft: Vet we are fare of 
this, If it Had not been recorded; Abijah 
made b th In the Darke, | was laid in it, 
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A AP. Ib in 
| 8 4 . Sen reigned i "his fte Wy Ai 
excellent Mar yet his Father had 
ugh; 2d Bis Mother ſtark nauglit; 
for ſhe ſerved Hols, worſhiped flocks and 
| ftones ; Good principles are from GOP; 
nil. © not born with us, nor convey d unto us 
ord | © by all the labour and diligence of godly 
wy 2M Parete Nor can the worſt Parents, 
for © ſuch as Aſa hid; wicked and Adolatrous 
ieft | © both; lodge Idolatrous Princip les in that 


3 © heat. to corrupt it, which G 0 D will 
Ops. e fanttifte. '' Notwithſtanding what the 


to Father was, and Maarah his Mother, 'yet 


en | Aſa was a yery god Man, 9 great exams 
nm: ple of Wiſdom in the order Ing wt . 
net | his Kingdom. ETD OT ; PT r 
e; Af did that, oed 29 7 aud rig 


re- the eyes of the” "LORD 15 GOD: e 


Fa COM 14 V 


rd _ On thoſe Tn thoſe - +4 
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: Gro 

very firſt ſtep B him half vay to 
- the end; ſuch an Energy, influence, and 
 effeflual working the beginning hath. i into all 
the periods of time following ! This taking 

away of Altars, and ſtrange Gods; this 
breaking down of Images is indeed the 
prime and firſt work, it muſt haye the 
priority, as in nature, ſo in time. The 
Rubbiſh muſt be caſt out before the build - 
go up, theſe abominable things, 

hs ag make — — Kingdom naled, which con- 
ſume like a Cancer, eating out the Heart 
of a Kingdom, theſe muſt be thruſt away 
_ firſt, elſe the Kingdom cannot be {et in a 
| Poſture of Defence 5 nor i is that done, which 
ere and right in the Eyes of the Lord. 
: Having fo well begun, he follows on. the 
work as well, be commanded Judah to ſeeks 
the Lord God of their Fatbers, and to do the 
Law and Commandment ;, He took away the 
Altes; and the Verſe follow ing 4 us 
ſomen what more, F406 Ly F * 
aut of all the Cities o not Aſa 
done ſo, he had SP a ſhow only to do 
4 n was good i right ip rhe 555 1 


HO WER Ana 
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of the LO R-D, if be had ſuffered thoſe 
ltars and Images, ſuch abominable things 
to ſtand before the Eyes of the L OR B. 


We muſt obſerve Aſes method, and how . 
one thing follows another, and gives clear 


oof ao Rand ta ARe. * RA s 
fore, He did that which was. good and right 


in the Eyes of the LORD; For he took away 


the Altars, brake down the. Images, com- 
manded Judah. _- | 
But how did Aſa command ? By the 


word of a King, and there is roy, and 
by his example, for that is the greateſt 
command. He. took out of the Cities of, Jus . 
-; dah, the high places and the Images, and | 


then, he commanded Judah, and what fol- 
lows then? The a dom was quiet before 
him. Then quietneſs and reſt, and not 
till then. 20 ſhould ask Foram's queſtion, 


I it Peace? We muſt be anſwered, as 
Fahn, anſwered him, what Peace ſo long as 
the Whoredoms, and the Witch-crafts are ſo 


What Peace ſo long as. Images 


| ed Cn ad 
ſtand? But Croſſes are broken downg 

and Altars are thrown down; and Images 
are ſtampt to powder; Then it will be, as 


it was here, The Kingdom was quiet, GOD 
ives it reſt, it is a Peace of GODS giv- 


; Ig ; Morey ag Truth are met e 5 


N. 


A neſs 


Poe 
p 


Rig 45 uſneſs und Pract have ki 7d each other ? 


"calm, and the Kingdom quiet, to pro- 
vide for the troubles of a War, which he 


Wir in rhoſe Tears, becauſe "he" L ORD 
hat given bint\ reſt LOW" Aſa. had reſt and 
6. Peace: from OD: Therefore he aid te 
Judah, let us build Cities, and make Walls 
© and Towers,” Gates and Bars, " becauſe" we 
have ſoug hr the EL OR Dou 60. 
NO a has done according to'the Wil 
of 80 D, in ordering His Kingdom”; he 
Hach removed alt wh offenfive to the 
eye of the LORD, and ſo has made His 
WW Kingdom, as a Wall of Braſs. It is well 
be Hach done all this, for he will find pre- 
It {ertly, that the Nations are angry, that 
. Hell from beneath” is "oven, and ffirreth #þ 
the' dead a 224 it : Next news he heats is, 


tudes, 4 thouſand thouſand, and three hundred 
Chariots, and they were come up unto Mare- 
mah, in the very borders of Judab; Aſa 
was glad that the LORD had inſtructed 
Aim to diſcretion: Though he had Hne- 


D > 
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a rhe Kintdovh: was quiet þ before him. . | 
And ho he has leaſure, While the dn 


did, He built fenced Cities, for he had no 


chat er a the Erhiopias is come ont again 
Him ich a n'Hoft, as the Sands for Multi- 


wes without, yet he had made riddance 
of his Enemies within, Idols and Idol ſer- 
vices, he had caſt out, thoſe miſachie vous 


72 30 = 


for we reſt 
Thee; 7 and they were delivered. OF JIVC ++ 


Part. 22 Jah) 18 


things; he had commanded judah, to ſeek 
the LORD; and to do h Lia arid the 
Commandment he had uſed che means in 
fortifying His Kingdom; ke had not ſlept 


away the peaceable time that & D' gavẽe 
him, but improved x to the ſtregthning 


himſelf and Bis Kingdom; nom he can 
mock at fear, and laugh at his Adverfary, 
who is come out againſt him with an Hoff 
of a thoultnd- thouſand: He can look” his! 
Adverſary in the Fate; and have him in 
deriſion. Then Aſa went out againſt him, 
and they ſet the battle in array,. and Aſa xe | 
tothe ORD his GOD. And ſaid, Lord, 


it's nothing with thee to help, whet her with” 


wes. or with them, that have no Pom r. 
Aſa durſt not truſt in his Chariots, nor 

in his Horſmen; who-ever did fo were 

brought down; he would Remember the Name 


of the LORD, That was the way to 


ſtand uprighi Help: , Lord our G OD, 
22 Thee. 0 Eitheys truſted 11. 


In thy Name w# 4 8 Ag inſt this miltirade, 
O Lord, Thon art our God, Thou a 180 | 
ours, and we Thine by Covenant; ; Thy a 
Name is called upon us; we have an in- 
tereſt in thee; 3" Let not man, prevail; Put 
him in fear; O Lord, That the Nations 
niay know themſtlvs, 70 5%: bur ; DO 
bur tc forth ä — "Thy: 
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ſelf to be God, then both he that helpeth 
ſhall. fall, and he that is holpen ſhall fall down, 


was, for Aſa has done that, which was 


mercy, goodneſs, and has ſecured himſelf 
Almighty; So the Lord ſmote the Ethio- 


Achiopians fed: Aud. Aſa, and the people 
that were with him, purſued them unto Gerar, 


they could: not recover themſelves, for they 


His Hoſt, and they carried away very much. 
 Jpeyl. Here was a wonderful victory, ſuch 


Over Midian, for very | probable it is, 
there was not, at this time, a Man loſt 


with His, Tempeſt : And they were de- 


Hoſt, And now the Cities of the Phili- 
ſtines ſhall be ſmitten too, and thoſe that 
wiſhed well to the Ethiopians. The fear. 


bour ing places, and all ſhall be ſpoyled. 9 3 
MW, Aa is no ooner come to Jeruſalem, 
but a Prophet meets him there, and 
deales platiily wick him 3 The Lord is 


© with 


and they al ſual fall tegether. And ſo it 


good in che eyes of the Lord; has given 
Him the glory of His wiſdom, power, 


and his People, under the ſhadow. of the 
pians before A ſa, and before: Judah, and the 


aud the Ethiopians were ' overthrown, that 


mere deſtroyed before the Lord, and before 
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an one as Lrael had many years before 


on Hraels ſide: The Lord did drive them 
| Rroyed before, the Lord. and before His 


of the Lord ſhall come. upon all their neigh- 93 


1 


* 
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fore Aſa; and the (Hills to 


© with you, while yon be with Him: Bids 
* himy conſider ſeriouſly. how it was with 
© without the true & O D, and without a 
© Prieſt, and without Law: when igno- 
© rance reigned, when vile abominable- 

© things were exalted, ſet up on high 

© and ſerved; when Sodom was in Feru- 
© ſalem, and Idols there. He bids. Aſa 
© confider how it was in thoſe dark, vex- 
© atious and miſerable; nothing proſper- 
© ed with Iſrael; nor Peace, nor War; 
nor Counſels, nor Deſigns, nor Debates, 
nor Preparations, for the one or the 
other; nor Parliaments, nor Plantations, 
nor Traffick nothing - proſpered ;- all 
went back, tending deſolation; In thoſe: 
times there was no Peace to him, that went out, 
nor to him that came in: But great vexations 
were upon all the Inhabitants of the Countries; 
Nations was deſtroyed. of Nation, and City of 


R KR M A A 


City; G OD did vex them with all adverſity. 
When Aſa heard theſe words; Then he 


took courage, and went on towards a more 


thorough Reformation: He 'refin'd the 


Worſhip of G © D, impured with Idola- 
trous ſervices; and renewed the Altar of 
the LORD, which, their Altars, made 
unto Devils, had quite defaced-. And 
G OD had made a Mountain, a plain be- 
Melt; He 


wrought - 
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wrought ſo wonderfully fer Aſa; that || © 
ſtrangers were taken with it; the People | 
fell to him out of Iſrael in abundance, Be- A 
cauſe they ſum that the Lord his God was 
with hin. V. 77). 1874 
No he engaged himſe lf to ſerve the Lord 
yet more; It went well when Gods goodneſs 
towards Princes and People make them the 
better; to be yet more vile in their own 
eyes; and to Walk more humbly and more 
faithfülly with G0 D! Now AA will do 
great ſervice to his God, and to himſelf 
alſo: The greateſt ſervice that ever was 
heard of, if it be done, as he did it, in a || | 
 roght mamer, and we lerp unte it. But 
= - mark firſt how methodically, how order 
FF Ll Aſa goes on; there muſt be a Thank- | 
| 
; 


= 


— 


wa 5 cn 


_ offering firſt, he had a glorious Victory, 
Cod muſt have the glory of it. 


| i Thus Aſa did, in à full and free Ac- 
& — Knowledgement, that G 0 D did allo, for 


him; He gathered all Judah and Benjamin, || 
d and the ſtrangers with them out of E-. || 
* - ©phbraim and Manaſſeth, and out of Simeon 
«together at Feruſalem'; and there they 
_ © offered unto the Lord of the ſpoyle, 
© which” they had taken: The LORD 
had given the Enemies, and the ſpoils in- 
to their hands in homage to this Lord, the 
Gier of Victories, they rendred back in- 


to 
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to their LO RDS Hand of the ſpoyle, - 
which he had brought to theirs. A very 
juſt, Reaſonable and equitable Thing, and 
5 according to the command and rule, Offer 
was || unto God Thankſgiving , and pay thy Vows 
I unte the moſt High. Aſa had called upon 
Lord | the LORD in the day of trouble, and 
neſs || the Lord delivered him: 4/a ftood bound 
the | now, in the ſtricteſt bonds, to do as he 
own did, 0 offer: Thanſgiving unto G O D, for 
ore that was the only way he could take, to 
do glorifie the LORD, the Giver of Victo- 
was | _ 4ſa goes on, he and all the People are 
5 gathered together at FJeruſalem; ſome- 
But thing ſhould be done now, which might 
well become ſo ſolemn a meeting: And 
»k- this it was; Aſacould not think, that he and 
ry, the people could be joyned cloſe enough 
1918 to their God, Who had wrought for them, 
\c- fſuch Salvations : Yet they would joyn them- - 
ſelves as cloſe as they could; They entered 
into à Covenant to ſeek the Lord: With all 
And they that fo ſeek, ſhall find; ſo 
ey it follows, And he was found of them: And 
', | they that have found GO D have found 
all; And the LO R D gave them Reſt round 
about. It is not imaginable, what a ſhomer 
TY of Bleſſings follow this entring into Covenant, 
1: | and keeping to it. I will leave this to oy 


5 190 82 


beart of the Reader, and go on, when I 


have faid but this; that then Aſa had 


made himſelf and his Kingdom ſtrong; 


when he had ſet himſelf and Judah in a 
Poſture of defence,, And they whole aim 
is 10 to do, muſt do as he did; for when 
all is done, nothing is done, till that be 
done, which Aſa did; till we ſhall A S- 


SOCIATE our ſelves, to enter into 


covenant with our GOD; to keep cloſe 
with him , walk humbly before: him all 
our days. 


Aſa had engaged himſelf, had bound 
- his heart with bonds and 10 he goes on, 


for he will prove himſelf, as was ſaid, 
a compleat pattern of Reforming, I ay, 
' Aſa goes on, meets with a Mountain in 
his way, which he will make a plain; 
He has engaged his heart to walke-after 
the LORD, and fear Him , and obey 
Him; ſerve Him, and cleave to Him; 
And now he muſt not ſpar; nor muſt 


3s his eye pity, no not the — Image 


in all the Country ; No, though a Bro- 
'© ther, or his Son or his Daughter, or 
© the Wife of his boſom; or his friend, 


| though any one of theſe ſhould ſet it up, 


yet Aſa muſt throw it down, his eye 
Bun not pity nor ſpare, for ſo the charge 
is; and Aſa muſt do thereafter, for he 
Hath ſworn. Let me ob __ like a = 
: alter 
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after my mamer, as if I were in Aſas 
ſtead; The Anſwer ſhall make amends 
for the folly of the objection, for it ſhall 
be given from God's Mouth; I objett. - 
Ob. I may expreſs my Authority, that 
GOD has given me, over my Brother, 
I am in place over him, and, in that 
refpett, he is my inferiour; And over 
my Son, and Daughter, I am their Fa- 
ther; And over my Wife too, GOD 
has made me her head and Maſter ; But 
now ſuppoſe That a Queen ſhould ſay, 
let as go, and ſerve other Gods, whom thou 


| bot ir brown, thx wor hy Feckers fp 


poſe, ſhe ſhould ſay fo, and fo do, ſet 
up an Idol in a Grove? Nay yet higher, 
ſuppoſe ſhe be a Queen, and a Mother too, 


what muſt be done then? Thus 1 have 
made a queſtion, where no wiſe man ever 


made: I anſwer, or rather the Lord by 


= 


me, by way of expoſtulation. I 
An. Is there any command can give 
check to GODS command? Is there 


any Relation ſo near, as that betwixt 
GOD ard His people? Is there any 
Bond fo ftrong as the Bond of a Cove- 


| rant? ls there any ſuch a Binder as an 
Oath? 1 have bound my ſelf in an Oath, 


"nay I have entred into a Curſe if I per. 
forme not. I muſt now, in the fear 

of GOD, and dread of a Curſe, throw - 
Bl g | away, 
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heart of the Reader, and go on, when I aſte 
have ſaid but this; that then .4/a had ſteas 
made himſelf and his Kingdom ftrong ; for 
when he had ſet himſelf and Judah in al be 
poſture of defence, And they whole aim C 
is ſo to do, muſt do as he did; for when GC 
all is done, nothing is done, till that be 1 at 
done, which Aſa did; till we ſhall ASM ref 
SOCIATE our ſelves, to enter into my 
covenant with our GOD; to keep clok il the 
with him, walk humbly before him all has 
our days. oh 5 nov 
Aſa had engaged himſelf, had bound let 
his heart with bonds and ſo he goes on, I h 
for he will prove himſelf, as was ſaid, I yo 
a compleat pattern of Reforming, I ſay, up 
Aſa goes on, meets with a Mountain in I fu 
his way, which he will make a plain; vf 
He has engaged his heart to wallle- after me 
the LO RD, and fear Him, and oby m. 
Him; ſerve Him, and cleave to Him; m 
And now he muſt not ſpar 5 nor muſt 
| his eye pity, no not the ſtouteſt Image cl 
in all the Country; © No, though a Bro- ar 
ther, or his Son or his Daughter, or 6 
© the Wife of his boſom, or his friend, B. 
though any one of theſe ſhould ſet it up, I n 
yet Aſa muſt throw it down, his eye ſl 0 
muſt not pity nor ſpare , for ſo the charge n 
3s; and 2 muſt do thereafter, for he f 
hath ſworn. Let me object, like a = „10 
after 


_— 


after my manner, as if I were in Aſ7's 
cad; The Anſwer ſhall make amends 


5 the folly of the objection, for it ſhall 


be given from God's Mouth; I objeck. 
0b. I may expreſs my Authority, that 


GOD has given me, over my Brother, 
am in place over him, and, in that 


reſpect, he is my inferiour; And over 
my Son, and Daughter, I am their Fa- 


ther; And over my Wife too, GOD 


has made me her head and Maſter; But 
now ſuppoſe That a Queen ſhould ſay, 
let as go, and ſerve other Gods, whom thou 
haſt not known, thou nor thy Fathers; fu 
poſe, ſhe ſhould ſay ſo, and ſo do, et 
an Idol in a Grove? Nay yet higher, 
ſuppoſe ſhe be a Queen, and a Mother too, 


what muſt be done then ? Thus I have 
made a queſtion, where no wiſe man ever 


nade : I anſwer, or rather the Lord by 

me, by way of expoſtulation. 
An. Is there any command can give 

check to GODS command? Is there 


any Relation ſo near, as that betwixt 


GOD ard His people? Is there any 
Bond ſo ftrong as the Bond of a Cove- 


"nant? Is there any ſuch a Binder as an 
Oath? 1 have bound my ſelf in an Oath, 
nay I have entred into a Curſe if I per- 
forme not. I muſt now, in the fear 


of G OD, and dread of a Curſe, throw 


away, 


„ „ 
S 
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away, chat, which fought. to thruſt m 

away from the I. ORD my GOD; 

1105 ho hath wrought ſo many great thing 
OY H. | Lo : FL 


A . nn 
SE, 4 7 re CLP er * 
This I have ſet down for the infor. 


mation of us ſimple ones; for we ſhal 
meet with an Idol in the boſom, which 
will plead as much as all this, and tic 
more ſecretly; but if we remember the 
Covenant, the Oath, and the Curſe, ue 
mall be too hard for chat Idol, though 
V 
A fooliſh Woman, a notorious Idelatreſs, 
ſome ſay an Adultereſs alſo had com- 


mitted folly in Iſraol, worſhipping an Idi 


in 4 Grove, ſome called. it Priapus, an 


 obſceneGod, but guilded over, and made, | 


by art, a pritty gaudy thing; And ſhe 
thought verily ſhe had been a priviledg- 
ed Woman, ſhe had'a licence to lift uy 
Her heart and eyes to lying and ſtrange 
vanities; ſhe was the. Mother of /a, 


the Xing, and, why might not ſhe do a |þ 


 Jhe pleaſed, under her Sons protedction, 


being Queen and a Kings Mother this 


foohſh Idolatrous Woman conſidered not, 


_ That Aſa the King had entred into a co- 


venant with his G O D, therefore he 
muſt not ſuffer any abomination to ſtand 
before His eyes, with whom he has 


entred covenant, and ſhook hands. 


* N | Oh 


* , 


193 
Oh but he might ſpare that one Idol ; 
it was the Queens Idol, and the Queen 
his Mother he might ſpare that : No, 
but he might not; better ſpare a Thou- 
ſand then that one; for, though one be 
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no number, yet it is the beginning Of a num- 


ber, and you may quickly add ore to it and 


then one is two; and now it will multiply, 


ſpecially a Queer: Idol. Certainly the Devil 
72 Ilole, for they multiply like Fiſlies: 
Solomon had many Wives, and half as 
many Concubines, and yet but ore Son: 
But his Wives Idols, multiplyed, and 
filled City and Country both. There ore 


| A/a did not ſpare Maacah, though ſhe 


was his Mother, he plucked her down, 
and that is very emphatically. expreſt ; And 
alſo Maacah his Mother even HE R, he 
removed from being Queen, becauſe ſhe had 
__ an Idol in a Grove ; 

„ And this he did that he might ſhow 
Marks his Mother what a vile god 


| ſhe ſerved. 


2. To ſhew his juſt indignation againſt 
Maacha's Image; ſhe was Queen-Mother, 
her Idol, even hers, muſt be ſerved ſo, 
for it had brought more then a ſuſpicion 
upon her, That ſhe was as unclean as 
the /pirit ſhe ſerved in that obſcene Image: 
Beſides, it was the Mother of Abomina- 
by. the Devils bleſſing it had been 

K | not 
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not only fruitful, but had multiplied, 
filing the City and Countries round a- 
bout with Idols; And theſe, the Devil 
working effectually by them, filled Jeru- 
ſalem with Sodomites, they made Jeruſa- 


| lem, the beloved City, a Sodom, which! 


GOD overthrew, and repented not. 

And now we have heard as much as 
can be expected from an excellent King; 
the trueſt ſubject to the LORD his 
Maſter ; a ſtout and valiant Souldier, e- 
very way provident for the peace of his 
People. He was a King, and a very 
good King, whoſe Actions we have been 
treating of all this while; He wasa Man 


too, that we all know, but we do nt} 


always wiſely conſider that, and anſwer- 
ably make an allowance. It follows now, 
How he acted as a Man, and there, we 
Look to find ſlips, falls and infirmities. 

Baaſha King of Iſrael, came up againſt 
Judah; blocks-up the paſſages to the intent 
that he might let none goe-out or come in 
to Ala King of Judah. That which ſeems 
ſtrange is, why 4/a, being able to bring 
into the Field, an Army of five hundred 


and foureſcore Thouſand, all mighty men 


of yalour, thought it fit rather at this 
time, not to draw them forth; but to 
fight rather with Money, and to pur- 


GODS 


chaſe his peace with the treaſures off 
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for him, 
© of hands, employed in the late ſervice 


thy 60 D, did ride up 
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GODS: Houſe and his own, at the 
hands of an infidel. 


A learned Knight 
in his Hiſtory of the World, ſpeaks thus 
That Aſa's many thouſands 


© againſt Zerah, might be now buſied a- 
© bout their Lands „ and other Trades, 

© and better to wink at that apparent 
© Inconvenience, which the building of 
© Ramah would bring upon them in aſter- 


times, than to take off his peoples hands 
5 and intentions from ſo neceſſary em- 


© ployments. But this pleads nothing for 


to excuſe Aſa; he. might wink at the 


building of Ramah But he ought not to 


ſhut his eyes at this, That he called in Ben- 


hadad the King. of nd into GODS 
mheritance upon theſe two dear rates; 
The breach of Benhadad's league with Baaſha z 
and the expilation of the Temple. Here 
was an infirmity, a very great one, to 
call in a Heathen King, and to make him 
break covenant. Þ But Hanani the Seer 
came, and, like a good Prophet, reproves 
even Aſa the King, ſay ing; Did not the 
LORD acliver. a huge ' Hoſt, with very 
many Chariots and Horſe-men into thine 
hand? Thine Enemies did ride upon Horſes, 
and were very ſwift; but the L ORD 
od the Heavens for 


thy help, and: in His excellency upon the Sky. _ 
q 2 1 
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And it is His manner ſo, to look abroad be 
even over all the World, where this hi 
faithful Man is, whole heart is ſtrong and inc 
perfect' with his God, that He may ſhew Les 
Himſelf ſtrong in the help of ſuch a Man of 
Shouldeſt thou not have relyed upon this || the 
G O D, Whom thou haſt, ſo lately, found v9 
to be a ſtrong GO D; ſo faithful, and true. 
Thou. ſhouldeſt have relied upon Him, to 
and not on the King of Syria. But becauſe i in 
thou haſt done ſo, thou muſt hear of it % 
in plain tearms, though thou art King, Fre 
and feel the ſmart of it too; Herein thou | 
baſt done FOOLISH LY: Therefore from he 
hence forth thou ſhalt have War. There is 1 
one infirmity diſcovered ; the King had fir. 
done FOOLISHLY, which ſhewedſ 

. plainly, that the head was ill-affetted, and © - 
the very heart faint. There is yet more ©2 


diſcovery made of his weakeneſs; he bee 
will not abide reproof; he is ſo ſick, that I th. 
he beats the Phyſitian, and then anon, An 
- Hugs him too much, as if he could cure 22 
Heart and Feet, and all; for he relyed M: 


upon him, and in ſo doing he made him 
'a God; We look over all this in order GC 
as it was done. 2115 
1. He will not abide reproof; That ot] 
was a great infirmity, and the very note ofa 
| brutiſh Man. Then Aſa was wroth with © 
the Seer, and put him in a Priſon- Houſe, | 
- N e 
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he was ina RAGE with him becauſe ß 
this thing. Good Man! He was ina rage 


indeed; but it was his infirmity. We 


read on, and behold the greateſt weakneſs 


of all! And Aſa oppreſſed ſome of the people 


the ſame time. We thought verily that 
would follow, after we read that he was 
in a rage, and with his beſt friend, that. 
told his Lord the truth, and his Lord was 
in a rage for that thing; then it follows, 


and Ala oppreſſed being in a rage with 4 
| Prophet, and for telling the truth. 


2. Poor weak Man! for by this time 
he found and knew himſelf to be ſo, and 
no better; and, as he grew old, ſo his in- 
firmities growing upon him, His diſeaſe 
in his Feet was now E XCEE DING. 
GREAT: e ſhould then have ſought 
to the LOR D; his eye ſhould have 
been fixed upon him, the great Phiſitian, 
that makes a man perfetty whole, Feet, 
and Heart, and Head and all. Aſa did 
not ſo; a poor weak Man 'leans upon a 
Man; Aſa ſought to the Phyſicians; put 
confidence in them, and ſo made them 
Gods. | | 

Hence we may learn how to judge of 
others; and to make uſe of their infirmi- 
ties, fo as to ſtrengthen us againſt our 


| own. If we judge at all it muſt be by the 


K 3 kule, 
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rule, obſerving the beſt actions that we pu 
can ſee in Men, and judge not by their | * 
ſuddain and inconfiderate ways, but by 
the courſe of a Mans Life, and according 
to the more conſtant way and frame of his 
Spirit. And here we may obſerve a great *P* 
variety, and change in the ways and acti- i © I 
ons of good Men, as here in Aſa; In the 
14. Chap. he does that which # right in | 


the eyes of the Lord, and commands Iſrael ; ; 
ſo to do: And then he bears up himſelf Ml - © 
in the Hand and Power of GOD, and 8 


does wonders. In the 16. Chap. he is c 
clean off again, and fainting before a Crea- I © 
ture, and then does like a Man, working fa 
alone without Divine Aſſiſtance. In the 2 
15. Chap. he is harkning to the good Pro- 
phet, and very. attentive to his words, Lie 
and ſtriking Covenant with his G O D, | 
and bringing his People into Covenant n 
with Him. In the 16. Chap, he is wrath OU 
with the Seer, puts him in Prifon, and op- CU 
preſſeth the People. It is a reſolved caſe; th 
Man is not Subſtantive enough to ſtand a- © 
lone; if G O D leaves Him, he falls, he, 
but that was noted before. We will note F 
this here, That the inward-man, the in- t 
ward frame of ſpirit is ſubject to as many rl 
changes, as the outward-man ; nay, it 1s 
expoled to more Invaſions, and greater 
Incurſions, whereby to unſettle it, ard 

| put 


put it out of frame, than is the outward- 
5 : Which conſideration teaches us 
firſt, | 4s SN 
1. To walk ſoftly all our days, and 
humbly before our God; to fix our ſelves 
upon his Arm, and ftay our ſelves there 
continually ; to ſay, as we heard before: 
© Hold me, LORD, or I cannot. hold 
© thee, If thou takeſt me not by the hand 
8 © to hold me there, I ſhall ſlip, perhaps 

© falltoo, I know not how lo 

2. To breath after that place, where 
the Spirit ſhall be put into a conſtant frame 
of Holineſs: It ſhall warp no more, de- 
cline the good way no more, but be con- 
ftant and unmoveable for ever. And thus 
we have learnt to judge of others infirmi- 
ties, and £0 make uſe of them to our ſelves. 
Now we muſt find out a cover for all this 
and, bleſſed be G OD it is found out to 
our hands. Bleſſed be God the Father of 
| our LORD JESUSCHRISTE, 
there is a Garment pure enough, and large 
enough to cover all theſe infirmities, and 
heal all thy diſeaſes; And this 1 leave to 
| Faith, for it is not in ſight. There is an- 

other Garment, which 1 may call the Man- 
tle of Sincerity, that will hide great infir- 
mities alſo, and under that covering, ſo 
er wide and large, I will leave Aſa: Though 
d after ſuch experiences of the comwgs 
at 3 K 4 . * 
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in of G O D unto him, yet he fainted 
before his Creature; he was a fraid of a 
Man. Though the high places were not 
taken away: Though he was in a rage 
with a Prophet for telling truth, and an 


oppreſſor too: Though in exceeding great 
diſtreſs, and then ſought not to the LORD, 
but to the Phyſitians; though all this was 
in Aſa, overtaken with-infirmities, yet this 


Mantle of Sincerity is wide enough, never- 


theleſe the Heart of Aſa was perfect all bu 


days. Under that covering we leave him, 
which hideth a multitude of Sins: Re- 
membring ſtill, what Man is in his beſt 
Eſtate, and what were the firſt ways of 
Aſa: He did that, which was good and 
right before the LORD, and removed 
© the abominations from before his Eyes. 

| Now hear the end of all the Sons of 
Adam. So Aſa ſlept with his Fathers, and 
died in the One and Fortieth Tear of his Reign: 


And they buried him in one of the Sepulchers, 


which he had made for himſelf. He was a 
Wiſe-man ſure, he had ſerious thoughts 
of his long and laſt S!eep, who had pre- 
pared his Bed before night came. This 
might be a means to ſet his Soul in a good 
readineis, and his houſe in good order, 
that when death came, he might have no 
more to do but die. I knew a Man my 
elf, that had done the like, he had, with 


bis. 
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his own hands, made his Bed his Coffin, 
I mean, many Years before he dyed; Þ 
have ſeen him lye down in it with mucte 
comfort, for ſo he could think of his lat-- 
ter end; he told me it was his manner 


daily, and it was the means to keep him . 
| exceeding humble. | 


We read of two, our Country- men 
both, in their times very eminent perſons 
here : They made themſelves, not Beds, 


but Monuments, and the one remains a. 


Monument of his pride to this day. The 
other made himſelf a Monument alſo, and 
glorying much in the Power he had put 
forth againſt the Lutherans, would glory 
of it alſo, when he lay under his Tomb- 


a ſleep; and, that he might not perfeck 


his own praiſe with his own hands ſent 
over his mind to Eraſmus, with an ambling” 
Horſe, that he would, after his manner, 
expreſs his worthy deeds in cruſhing the- 


Lutherans, and then return it to him, to- 
be ſet upon his Tomb. But ſee the luck 


of it! This man was cut-off by the Shoul- 
ders, his body buried we know not where, 
but without honour, near to the block, 
where his body and his head were parted 7 
And no other Epitaph over him, that we 
read off, but the Ax the inftrument of the 
Execution. I mention all this here, to 
thow the different Works and aims of Men: 
| H 5 Some 


Some made themſelves Sepulchers, to tel! 
the World their Pride, and where they 
placed their glory: Others made them- 
Jelves Beds, to tell themſelves what they 
are, Duſt and Aſhes, and thither they muſt 
when all is done; and that there is a Grave 
for their glory too : But if they do glory, 
they will glory in the LORD. 


* Aſa had prepared his Bed before night 


came; when night came, death I mean, 
he was ready for it, and his Bed ready 
made: His people laid his Body in it, 
after that they had made his Bed, the 
ſweeteft of any that ever we read of; 
for it was filled with ſweet Odours, and di- 
wers kinds of ſpices prepared by the Apothe- 
caries Art. He had left a Name behind 
him, better then Precious Ointment ; it 
was as an Ointment poured forth; therefore 
they laid his Body a ſleep amidſt Spices: 
And ſo they made, in our Language and 
manner, a very ſolemn Funeral for him. 
The good Father is dead, and yet he is 
not dead, he lives in his good Son, whole 
Acts follow. | | 
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The As of JEHOSHAPHAT. | 
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ND Jehoſhaphat his Sen raigned in 
his ftead, followed on in his Fathers 


| ſteps, cloſer with his G O D then his Fa- 


ther did (towards his latter end) and 
more ſucceſſful. He ſtrengthned himſelf 


againſt Iſrael, and ſet his Kingdom in a 


ſture of Defence; but before we read 


any thing of his Militia, how great and 


proſperous that was, we read firſt, That 
the King walked in the firſt ways of David, 
and ſought to the LORD GOD of his 
Fathers, and walked in His Commandments, 
and not after the doings of Iſrael, There- 
fore the LORD ſtabliſhed his Kingdom, 
for his heart was LIFT-UP in the ways 
of the Lord: Lift-up, He could not elſe 


have ſtept over the ſtops in his way, 


thoſe high places, if he had not been more 
bold, and refolved in his way, then Aſz 
his Father was. But becauſe his heart 
was LIFT-UP in the ways of the LORD, 


It follows, Moreover he took away the highs 


places from out of Judah. 
And ſo Jehoſbaphat has made a good 
E „ Beginning, 
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Beginning, and he timed it well, as his 
good Father before him. He took away 
the abominations, and then he appointed the 
chief of his Prieſts to their charge. Not 
to gather in their Tithes, nor to over- 
ſee their Rents and In-comes, as the 
. mannier is. He charged them touching 
that only thing neceſſary for Prieſts to do, 
To teach in the Cities of Judah : And be- 
cauſe there is much teaching. work in a 
Kingdom : Therefore the King appoint- 
ed inferiour Miniſters, to teach the Peo- 
ple out of the book of the Law of the LORD. 
Fehoſhaphat knew wel] till this was done, 
nothing was done; an untaught people 
will ever be an untoward and contrary 
people, they will ftand in a Poſture of 
offence agamſt GOD and His holy 


ways. Woe , woe to them who have | 


taken no care that the people might 
be taught in the Law of -their GOD: 
And bleſſings be upon the fouls of them, 
who, ſeeing the miſchief of ignorance, 


make it their prime and chief Work to 


provide for a poor people, that they 
may be taught in the Law of their GOP 
through all the Cities of Fudah. This 
was Fehoſhaphat's care; he will have his 
Priefts and Levites, all do their work, 
which becomes them, belongs properly to 
them, to keep the Charge of the LORD, 

| Teacning 
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Teaching the people the Lam of G O D, 
throughout all the Cities of Judah. Theſe 
two Concluſions do naturally follow from 
theſe premiles. 

1. To appoint Lecturers, the Spirit 
calls them Preachng Miniſters. ſuch as 
can teach the People the Law of the 
Lord, is a Princely Duty, the prime and 
chief Work of a Parliament, not below 


| FINE great Councel of State. 


That a well raugbt People, is ; the 
Militia of a Kingdom. And makes the 
King and his People ſecure at home, and 
feared abroad. It follows, preſently after 
the People were 1o- taught That the Ene- 
mies of Fehoſhaphat round about, feared and 


ſubmitted themſelves, would rather ſtoop 


to the duſt of his Feet, then ſtand out 
with him to try the power of his Militia : 
Indeed it was terrible to the Inhabitants 


round about; for we read in his Story, 


That he waxed great exceedingly built 
Caſtles and Cities of Store; he had much 
BUSINESS, and the men of War mighty 
Men of Valour were with him. But out 
of all this we note only, The comely 
order; his Militia comes laſt. All his 
work before was this, to inſtruct and 
teach his people touching the Law of 
their GOD; To enter or inroll im- 
ſelf, and his ' People, the Souldiers o the 

GOD 
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GOD of HOSTS, to make Him their 
General. That was his care, and how he 
proſecutes it we ſhall ſee hereafter. Here 
we may read that Fehoſhapat had a greater 
Hoft, than the Ethiopi ans had, who came 
forth againſt his Father. Yet, as we ſhall 
ſee anon, Fehoſhophat put no truſt in them. 
The Number of them are recorded ac- 

* cording to the Houſe of their Fathers; 


- and one amongſt the reſt ſhall be named, 
Amaziah the ſon of Zichri; for he willingly | 


offered himſelf unto tho LORD firſt, and 
with his two hundred thouſand mighty men 
of valour, waited upon the King his Maſter. 
Doubtleſs he did the King his Maſter 
good ſervice, for he had offered himſelf 
to the LORD firſt. Thus we have 
ſeen Fehoſhaphat's ſtrength, and what made 
him ſo exceeding great; now we ſhall read 
his weakneſſes too , what brought him 
exceeding low; he had joyned affinity 
with Ahab, which conſumed his houſe, 
and deſtroyed his Kingdom utterly. 

But ſo much is recorded before; here 
we ſhall ſee how he acted ſtanding upon 


his own bottom, and what an hazard he 


ran, going down to Samaria, with Ahab 
to batovle. 

Now Jehoſhaphat had riohes and honour 
in abundance, and joyned affinity with Ahab: 
Fehoſhaphat had matched his Son Fehoram 
| "00 
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to Athaliah, Ababs Daughter: A ſtrange 
over- ſight in a wife King! But it may be, 


| the young Prince was head-ſtrong ; he 


might ſay to his Father, get her for me, 
for ſhe pleaſeth me well: And the Father 
was loath to croſs the Son in his firſt Love. 
What gain'd the Fathers conſent we know 


not: But ſo it was, Jehoſhaphat joyn'd af- 


finity with Ahab. How his Son proſper d, 
we have read; and what befel the Father, 
we ſhall now read, no {mall trouble, and 
a very great danger. It was not poſſible, 
to come clear off, and joyn affinity with 
Ahab. And after certain Tears, Jehoſha- 
phat went down to Ahab to Samaria, He 
and his Company find Royal Welcom, he 
is entertain d like himſelf, a King, and a 
Brother. Then Ahab makes a Requeſt 
to him, and perſwades him, to go with 


| him to Ramoth-Gilead; WILT THOU 


GO WITH ME? Yes, anſwered Fe- 


| hoſhaphat, I am as thou art, and my People 


as thy People. A ſtrange Speech from a 
Wiſe-man, and as ſtrange a compliance; 
J am as thou art: He was not ſo; Ahab 
was a groſs Idolater, Fehoſhaphat a faithful 
Servant of the LORD: My People as 
thy People; That was not ſo neither; Je- 


hoſhaphat's People were in Covenant with 


their GO D, their Yows were upon them: 
But Jehoſhaphat is in Samaria, feaſting pt 
1 Ahab. 
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Abab Now he can deny Ahab nothing: Þ wit! 
We will be with thee in the War. See! Pro 
There he had paſſed his promiſe, but now I the! 
he will Enquire about the lawfulneſs of the ¶ Del 
War, and ſucceſs in the ſame, which he A, 
ſhould have done firſt. and 
Touching the juſtice ofthis War, there N wo. 
was little or no queſtion to be made: For ¶ Pro 
Benhadad, who ow'd Ahab his Life, breaks I and 
ore Article of the League, in with-hold-¶ Ma 
ing Ramoth-Gilead moſt unjuſtly from him; I Pro 
there fore Abab might juſtly move a War I ſha! 
to recover his own from a perfidious Tri- eno 
butary; but that Ahab ſhould make a A. 
League with Benhadad, or that Feſhoſhaphat ; 
ſhould joyn with Ahab now, there was no I het 
reaſon of a Religious Stamp, though ſome ¶ Juc 
reaſon of State there might be: And yet for 
| therein Fehoſhaphar ſhould have enquired If of 1 
firſt, before he had paſſed his Promiſe. ¶ qui. 
© Surely a good King can order nothing Mz 
© wiſely with Ahab in Samaria; he will be yet 
© with Abab in the War, that is granted; for 
but Counſel is for the War; Let us en- mu 
quire I pray thee at the word of the Lord to 2 
day. + It was well remembred, but had f 
he remembred that before he had not © { 
gon down to Ahab to Samaria; much leſs : 
f 
al 


had he made promiſe, to be with him in the 
| War. But Jeb:ſhaphar will enquire before 
nue begins his March; And Ahab agrees 

| 1 with 
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with him to enquire, for he knew he had. 


Prophets enough, who could ſpeak to 
their Maſters mind, though it was to his 


E Deftruftion ; Fehoſhaphat ſhould ſee, that 


Alab would order his War with Counſel ; 
and that he had Counſellors enough, that 
would approve of the War: And thoſe 
Prophets too; how many? Four Hundred 
and One, and that one only an honeſt. 
Man. A falſe Worſhip ſhall have falſe 


; Prophets enough: And a wicked King 


ſhall have wicked Counſellors more then 
enough; and all for a War: 6 0 f 


AND PROSPER. 


Je hoſhaphat is jealous of theſe 400 Pro- 
hets, and would prefer an honeſt Mans 
judgment, eſpecially in point of Var, be- 


| fore them all; Is there not here a Prophet 


of the LORD beſides, that we might en- 
quire of him? Yes, ſaid Ahab, there is one 
Man more, but I HATE him. But 

yet Jehoſhapat prevails, and the Man is ſent 
for by a Meſſenger, ſent from Ahab, who 
muſt leſſon the good Man before he comes, 
and put words into his Mouth ; © Behold, 
© faith he, one Prophet hath taken to him- 


| © ſelf Horns of Iron, and has deſtroy'd the 
Kings Enemies already, and all the o- 


© ther Prophets are of the ſame mind, and 


| © conclude, it ſhall be proſperous; they 


* tay to Abah 0 up and proſper : And _—_ 
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© muſt frame thy Mouth, when thou com- 
* eſt unto'the King, to ſay ſo too; go 1 


© and proſper. I will not, ſaid the good | 


Man ; do's my Maſter pretend to enquire 
of the LORD, and doſt thou tell me 
what I muſt ſay : And Micaiah ſaid, as the 
LORD liveth, even what my GOD ſaid 
that will I ſpeak. 

And now the good Prophet is with the 
bad King, and the firſt words he ſays are 
Ironical, which makes the ſtrongeſt denial 
by affirming ; but ſee his Hypocriſie ! He 
ſeems eager to hear the truth, which yet 


he hates, and cannot endure to hear; how 


many times ſhall I adjure thee, that thou ſay 
not hing but the truth to me in the Name of the 


LORD? What. a notorious Hypocrite | 


was this! He adjures the Man to tell him 
the truth in the Name of the LORD, and 
when he has heard it, he will turn his back 
upon it, ſuffer him to be ſtricken ; nay, 
he will command him to Priſon too, and 
to be fed with the Bread and Water of Af- 
fiction there, till he return in Peace. Ahab 
expects to return in Peace, though he went 
to War againg the expreſs will and word 
of GOD. But that is no wonder ; his 
bloody Sin has cloſed up his Eye and 
Ear both; he-will ruſh on to his own 
deſtruction : The ſentence was paſſed upon 
him, it muſt be executed, in the 4 41 
where 


wherg Dogs licked the Blood of Naboth, ſhall 


Dogs lick thy Blood, EVEN THINE. 


Thou ſhalt not return in peace, for ſo the 
LORD hath ſpoken, and he ſaid, hear- 
len all ye People. 2 Lo 
Now this had been a wonder to the 
Reader, that Fehoſhaphat, notwithſtanding 
all this, went up with Ahab to Battel, but 
that we find him joyn'd in Affinity with 
Ahab; gon down to Ahab to Samaria, and 
at a feaſt with him. All this, nay one of 
theſe, was enough to take away the Heart 
from the wiſeſt King, that ever was; but 


| take all together, and then ſee how one 


draws on another, till Fehoſhaphat be drawn 
into a deſperate condition, to the very 


Brink of Deſtruction ; no doubt, but this 
| very end, that no good King after him 


may joyn affinity with Ahab; go down to 


Samaria to him; feaſt with him there, aud 


then joyn in a War with him. I will only 
repeate the danger he was in, and note the 
deliverance, and then go on. % 
The Captains of the Chariots ſaw jehoſhaphat, 
and taking him to be the King of lirael, they 
compaſſed avout him to Fight: Good Man! 
He was in a Coop now, Captains of the 
Chariots round about him, but he cried out 3 
He had one refuge left him, and a way for 


| eſcape; he cried to Heaven, and the Lord 
| belped him; after his manner, a preſent help 


m3 
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in trouble, and God moved them to depart from 


x 


him. Mark it, the Captains of the Chariots 
thought verily they had the prey in their 


_ Hands, and they would devour him pre- 
ſently ; but they muſt ſtand and deliberate 
upon it, as thoſe that muſt ask G O D'$ 


Oui GR 50 
And Jehoſhaphatthe King of Judah return- 


ell to his Houſe in peace to ſeruſalem. The good. 


neſs of Fehoſhaphat's God! Fehoſhaphat was 
wandred out of his way; he had been at S. 
maria; with Ahab in the Battle; in a bloody 
Skirmiſh there; GODS Hand was with 
him notwithſtanding ; delivers him, and 


brings him back to his own Houſe in Peace. 


Fehoſhaphat will not preſume any more; he 
fears GOD and his goodneſs, who would 
not take his Servant at an advantage. 
Doubtleſs Jehoſhaphat thought upon it; he 
had joyn'd in affinity with Ahab; in a War 
with Ahab; was taken for Ahab; was 
hemmed in by the Captains of the Chari- 
ots, yet eſcaped ; ſaw Ahab wounded, with 
an Arrow, ihot at 4 venture, but directed 
by an inviſible Hand, and ſo lain before 
his face; and yet he returns to his Houſe in 
Peace. be „„ 

But now the Son of that good Prophet, 


 whodealt ſo plainly with his Father, deals, 


in the ſame plaimeſs of Language, with 
his Son Fehoſhaphat, ſaying ; ſhouldeſt thou 
. 9 . help 
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help the Vngodly, and lave them that hate the 
LORD? Thou ſhouldeſt not have done ſo, 
but ſo doing thou art much to blame. 
pre-W Do's not the King interrupt him? No; 
erate the . Heart is melted within him, in 
D'SEE ſenſe of that he has done agaiuſt the 
LOR D: And the goodneſs of the 
LOR D towards him; he has a patient 
Ear now, and lets the Prophet go on; he 
will ſpeak comfortable words preſently, 
therefore is wrath upon thee from before the 
| LORD. Nevertheleſs, though thou haſt done 
fo and ſo; yet all that thou haſt done ſhall not 
blot out the remembrance of the G O O D 
THINGS thou haſt done, in that thou haſt 
taken away the Groves out of the Land. _ 
And thus Jehoſhaphat ſtands the firmer 
after his fall: After his deliverance he fol- 
lows on to ſeek the LORD, he dwelt at je- 
ruſalem, and ſet his Son Fehoram in his 
Throne while he goes in Perſon, and viſits 
the Churches! Prieſts are deceitful many 
of them, and Levites too, he will vifit his 
| People himſelf; his own Eyes and Ears 
Ie FF ſhall tell him hcw they thriv'd. - We are 
mn | an unconſtant People; now we ſet our faces 
towards Heaven, then we'turn back ; ſo 
et, it was with the People of that time, but 
is, Jehoſbaphat went out again, with the People 
th from Berſheba ro Mount Ephraim, and 
% F brought them B A C K to the LO R D 


GOD 
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6 0 D of their Fathers. They were re. 
volted and gon, Jehoſhaphat ſent Priefis 
and Levites aſter them, and then went 
forth himſelf. And ſee the ſucceſs: H. 
brought them back to the LOR D GON 

of their Fathers. 

Now we read on, and behold a whole 
World of Enemies are marching on 4- 
gainſt Jehoſhapat. What way will be 
take now, for they think to ſwallow hing 
up? He was not to ſeek his way now; 
he had prepared his heart to ſeek G O D. At 
l that GOD, Who had moved the Cap: wil 
| 10 depart from him; That G ODÞ unt 
| Whom: he had ſought with all his heart It 
and took care that all his People ſhould do, 
ſo ſeek Him would be found now. Hell tro 
that had prepared his Heart to ſeek the wh 
LORD, was prepared for his adverſary; Je} 
Jeboſpaphar he was not to ſeek now (the anc 
Enemy was upon him) what way he wa he 
to take; he that had ſo lifted up h L 
Heart in the ways of the LORD, 45 = 
he had ſtept be the Groves, and taken }yſ 
them away; and had given a charge fl ſet 
that Judgment and Juſtice ſhould be exe - ¶ cla 
cuted to all the People; That all the a 
Cities of Judah ſhould be taught, touching his 
the Law out of the Book of the LORD; wa 
he whoſe Heart was ſo liſt-up in the] rat 
ways of the LORD, could tel} what þ- ho 


— 
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do now, even lift-up his eyes to Heaven; 
The doors of that Sanctuary always ſtand 
open to thoſe whoſe Hearts are ſo liſt- 
up; And when a man, looking before and 
behind, and on every ſide, and knows 
not what to do; when refuge fails, then 
he can tell what to do; liſt-up his eyes 
to Heaven, hear what GOD will ſay; 
(He wall your Peace,) and wait patiently, 


in the uſe, of all means, what GOD 


will do; He will do wonders; where? 
At the mountain of ſtraits: certainly He 
will, and Fehoſhaphat will lift-up his 2 
unto Him; and thereon ſtay himſelf. 
It is a clear caſe, ſo every man ſhould 
do, lift-up his eyes to GOD in time of 
trouble; Nay, fo every man will do, 
whoſe Heart is not like a Stone; but 
Jehoſhophat only can lift-up his eyes thither, 
and find preſent help from thence, -for 
he lifted-up his Heart in the ways of the 
LORD in the days of his Peace. 

A great multitude cometh againſt Je- 


hoſhaphat, and Je hoſhaphat FEARED and 


ſet himſelf to ſeek the LORD, and pro- 
claimed a faſt throughout all Judah. [That's 
a good fear, which drives a man, not to 
his Heels, but cloſer to G O D.] But 


was this a time to Faſt, and Pray; or 


rather, was it not the fitteſt time to lay 


hold on Bow and Spegre, and 3 
| | " =. 


— 


he what to do, but look-up. 
come in now, that would tell him ; he 
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for Battel ? ? No, Jehoſhap hat looked not 


to Bow nor Speare, but Toke to G OD, 


acknowledging, he hath no might, nor brows 
No; let reaſon 


has MIG E T enough, and may know 


what to do; he had Men of War, 1. Lhty 


Men of War ; fee a {| of them: 5 their 


numbers greater then was the Hoſt of 
the Ethiopian; And yet uſeth no micht, but 


a de! Let him bring forth theſe 
Men of might, and march on; fo reaſon 
would counſel. Jeheſhaphat was wiſer then 
ſo, for he had a better Counſellor: 


Alas! what can theſe two do, Fleſh a- 


gainſt Fleſh, but, as we do, eat each the 
others Arm! He and his people look ſted- 
faſtly to the Father of Sirits, the GOD 


of Hoſts, Who created the Smith, that forms 


the Inſtrument, and the waſter to deſtroy, 


our EYES ARE UPON THEE. 
The King relyed more upon HIS GOD, 


as appeared m ſeeking. to Him, and 


praiſing of Him, than upon his many | 


Companies, or could have relyed for de- 
2ndance, if thoſe many had been mul- 


tiplied by Thouſands. And we hear his 
Prayer, he called upon G OD, and 80 
he was delivered ; he remendred GO D, 


Who 1s GREAT and TERRIBLE; 


in Whoſe hand is power and might; art | 


not 
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not Thou GO D in Heaven? Then he pleads 


| his Intereſt in this G O D; art not Thos 


ur GOD? Then he calls to mind the 
Right Hand of the Almighty, what He 
had done of old; And SO he is deli- 
vered, and had the victory, a glorious 
victory, whereof we may 5 indeed, as 
a great Commander greatly beloved, ſaid 
of a late victory, neuer was there ſeen leſs 
of man, and more of GO D; for the E- 
nemies here, every one helped to deſtroy one 
another. So, when Judah looked towards 
the great multitude, - behold they were dead 
Bodies, fallen to the earth and none eſcaped. 
And when Jehoſhaphat and hisPeople came 
to take away the ſpoil of them, they 
found among them in abundance ; both 
* Riches and precious Jewels, more then they 


could carry away, and they were three 


* days in 
„ 
Then Jeho 


gathering the ſpoil, it was ſo 


ſhaphat makes | a | Memorial 


I thereof; calls the place where GOD gave 


them that Victory, BERACHAH, 
a Valley of Bleſſings. So they returned, e- 
very man of Jadah, Jehoſbaphat in the fore- 


front of them, to Jeruſalem with joy and 


praiſes in their Hearts and Mouths. Praiſe 


vas comely then, for then G O D gave 


them the Victory; he muſt have praiſe 
5 „ 


Vas. 
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and glory; He made them to go again 
to Jeruſalem with joy, for the Lord had 
made them to rejoyce over their Enemies, 
He cauſed Hu Fear to come 
Kingdoms of thoſe Countries, when they had 
heard that the LORD fought againſt the 
Enemies of Iſrael. ' So the Realm of Jeho- 
 Thaphat was quiet: For HIS GOD gave 
him reſt round about; he had a Peace of 
GODS making, from His hand ; That 
was a ſure Peace. Reſt indeed; ſuch a 
Peace the LOR D will give to that Man, 
whoſe Heart is liſt-up in his Ways. More 
3s recorded, touching this King, the time 
when he began and ended his Reign; 
his Mothers Name alſo, and how he 
walked, even as his Father Aſa, doing 
that which was good in. the ſight of the 


LORD; Howbeit the high places ſtood 


fall, as in his Fathers days; but the 
People are blamed for that (indeed we 

are juſtly blamed, we are the block m 
the Way, the Hill, the Mountain, 
mighty hindrance to Reformation ) an 
epared heart is ſuch an Hindrance, and 

ſuch. an Heart we have, then ſuch an 
Hindrance are we, for we have not pre- 
pared our Hearts unto the G O D of ow 


Fathers. It is now, as it was then: Hon. 
beit the high places were not taken away, fo 
hearts 


uni 


the people had not yet prepared their 


npon all the 


P 


|| be 


in and rent 
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unto the God of their Fathers. The High- | 
places will not down, till the ſtout Heart 
fails; till the high thoughts and Imag:- 


nations there are down, theſe abominable 


things cannot be taken away till the 
Heart be prepared for ſuch a Mercy, till 
it be ſquared (whether by blows or ſweet 
Intreaties, that is not the Queſtion 3 but 
ſquared, and moſt likely as ſtones for 
the Building, by hard Blows) to GODS 
holy Word, and Will, till this be done 
within, and upen the Heart, this Execu- 
tion will not be done upon the Abomi- 
nations before the Eye. The Heart muft 
prepared, muſt be put into a Frame 
of Holineſs before they can be fit for, 
or "deal with holy Things: Give not that 
which is holy to dogs, neither caſt your 
Pearls before Swine Swine will trample 
Pearls under their Feet, and if you give 
holy things to dogs, they will turn again 
you. What ſhould a rough 

and an impoliſned Stone do in GODS 


Building! What ſhovld an hypocritical 


Heart do with a ſincere Worſhip? An 
unprepared Heart with pure and prepar- 
Jed Ordinances? Theſe agree no better 


then old Cloth to a new Garment; than 


4 new Wine with old Bottles. Hoh things 
reliſh no better with an unholy and un- 


prepar ed Heart, than did Manna to the 
= ; L 2 Iſraclites. 
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Iſraelites. Nom our ſoul is dried away. 
Was there nothing to ſtay their Souls, 
and to refreſh them? Yes, they had 
Angels Food, excellent Food, Meat from 
Heaven, Manna, was their Food, but that 
was as good as nothing; There is all be- 
ſides this Manna before our Eyes. See 


there! Leekes, Onyons, and Garlike, | 


e/E7iptian Fare and Slavery to boot, would 
reliſh better with them, for their Hearts 
were in eAgypt. We might obſerve the 
ſore Wrath of G O D upon that people, 
who were ſo contrary in their Choice 
and Liking, and upon the People here, 
whoſe Hearts were ſo unprepared: Their 
next King fitted them very well, he was 
to them according to their ſtubborn Hearts; 
He gave the People their Idols they loved 
Jo well, bids them ſerve Stocks and Stones, 
and they that would not ſhew themſelves 
Jo brutiſh, he would have forced ſo to 
do: But we muft obſerve. our ſelves, it 
is our own Caſe, We have not prepared our 
hearts to the GO D of our Fathers; We 
will not be reformed ; we count Refor- 
mation, as that perverſe Iſralite did a 
Killing; we account no better of it, and 
it is ſo indeed to an unprepared Heart. 


But O what Sorrows, what Breakings wil 


theſe our Stuborn Hearts cauſe unto us 
The LO R Dis about his ſtrange Work 
a | _ 


ones, 
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and he will accompliſh it. Now the 
LORD ſanctifie his own Work, and pre- 

pare a People for himſelf by this. The 
LORD prepare our Hearts alſo, that we, 
who would not be drawn by Allurements, 
may be compelled by hard blows. Amen. 
| The reſt of the Acts of Fehoſhaphar firſt 


| and laſt are written, but the Writings are 


loſt. And yet ſome of his laſt Atts are 
recorded; not ſo good as the firſt. To- 
ward the end of his Days, he'was as his 
good Father, overtaken with' Infirmities. 
And after this he joyn'd himfelf with him, 
who did very wickedly ; and made Ships 
to go to Tarſhiſh, A Prophet tells him 
roundly of it, in effect thus; Though 
Hand joyned in Hand, and Strength with 
Strength, yet the Wicked ſhall not be unpuniſh- 
ed; no nor the Righteous Man neither, 
that joyns himſelf with the Wicked, The 
LORD hath broken thy Works; and ſo 
it was; And the Ships were broken, that they 
were not able to go to Tarſhrſh. Surely 
the L ORD will have his Servant joyn 
himſelf to the LOR D, not with thoſe 
that hate the Lord; If he do joyn Strength 

with ſuch, it ſhall do him no good, but 
hurt, it ſhall weaken him. But thus Je- 


il boſhaphat did, and it is the laſt A# of 


his, that is recorded. So the wiſe GOD 
permits it to be; otherwiſe, the very 
LE '3 beſt 
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- beſt Kings ( which was intimated before) 
might forget themſelves, how weak they 
are, ſtanding alone. If there were no- 
thing of human Frailty, even in open 
ſight, to ſtain their beſt Works, they 
would caſt too great a Luſtre in their 
Eyes; if no Cloud to ecclipſe the Speci- 
ouſneſs of them, they might make an 
Idol of their Acts, and their Credit by 
them: And we poor People would thi 

of them, and give unto them, above what 
is meet: Therefore it is (there may be 


other Reaſons, which G OD knows) that | 


the Sun of the moſt glorious Kings that 
ever were upon the Earth hath in the 


cloſe of their day ſet in a cloud, yet he | 


Mall riſe in glory. | 
That which follows now touchicg Je- 

hoſhaphat is that which will ever follow; 

for it is concerning his Death and Burial, 


which needs not be mentioned any more, 


ſeeing it hath been to this day, and will 
be, ever .to the Worlds Fnd, the End 
and Cloſe of all, as with Jehoſha;hat, he 
went the way of all the World, after 
His Fathers, ſlept with them, and was 
buried. His Son Fehoram, a very wicked 
Man, reigned in his ſtead ; and he has a 
Son too like the Father, and yet, though 
Part as ſequitur ventrem, not half ſo bad 
as the Mother: Father and Son both 
£34 e eee blundred 
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dom in a Poſture of 
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blundred on in the ways of Ahbabs Houſe, 
and after their Counſels to Deſtruction, 

as we read before. Then Athaliah play'd 
Rex, till Jehojada cut her ſhort, we will 
read his Acts now worthy ſuch a Prieſt. 


The Ads of JEHOJADA. 


"Ehojada, a Chief Prieſt indeed, and a 

Prince too, takes care to ſet the Ring- 
Defence againſt an 
ufurping and infolent Idolatreſs : the way 
he takes is remarkable; he firſt cauſeth 
the Captains to enter into a Proteſtation 


or Covenant with him; Tells them Gods 


Counſel touching the Succeſſion in Davids 
Houſe ; orders the Militia of the Houſe 
of GO D, after that calls forth the Cap- 
tains, makes them proviſion of Arms, 
and then ſwears Allegiance to their King; 
appoints every Man his Place; ſets a 
Guard about the. King; every- man with 
his weapon in his Hand. All is done as 
Jehoi ada appointed; Then the King is 
brought forth, the Crown is put upon 
his Head, but he is not made King yet. 
The Teſtimony is put into his Hand. The 
Law of GO D, the Kings Law-Book, 
whereof you read, Deut. 17. Wherein 


"23g. Wo Liver ib K Des- 

the King muſt learn how to ſerve G O D, 
and to govern his People. 
This is the Teſtimony they gave into 
his Hands, and ſo they made him Ning, 
and having Anndinted him, they ſaid, 
GOD ſave the King, But Athaliah ſays 
not ſo; ſhe expected to hear, G O D ſave 
the Queen, when in truth, there could be 
no ſuch Prayer put up for her; ſhe hears 
of a King, and ſhe calls out Treaſon, and 
ſhe doubles it, Treaſon, Treaſon. Thus 
do's Athaliah that fire-brand in Jud ah, 
who had conſumed the nobleſt Families 
therein, and murthered all the Seed-Royal: 
The moſt notorious Woman in all the 
World, except her Mother Jezabel. See 
the Manner ! This wicked Woman cryes 
out Treaſon, Treaſon; The Crown was et 


upon the right Head; the Teſtimony 
was put into the Kings Hand; he is of 


the Houſe of David, he muſt be King; 
and the People put up a Prayer for him, 
8 GOD ſave the King; is chere 
any Ticaſon 3 in all this? Yes, ſaith Arha- 
liah ; Treaſon, Treaſon! that was Treaſon 
In her account, that the Seed of David 
ſhould reign , that there ſhould be ſuch 
Acclamatiolis, ſuch Proſperity withed to 
the Kingdom of David. But her Time 
is come, ſhe muſt be made drunk with 
Yer own Blood, that your ſhed the _ 
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of her Husbands Chi Idren. No matter 
what the fays now, Fehoiada will not dif- 
pute ſo clear a Caſe; ; He charges bu Car- 
rains, laying, have her forth of the Ranges 
And if any one be fo fool-hardy, as to 
appear on her fide, Slay him alſo with the 
Sword, but defile not the Houſe of the LORD. 
So they laid hands on her. And ſhe was: 
flam ul at the entring the Horſe-gate ; 
ſhe was hurried out of GODS Court, 
and could not reach home to her own 
Court, before ſhe felt the Sword in her 
bowels; the had livd like abeaſt, tyranniz d 
like a Lioneſs; ſhe muſt be flain near 
to her Stable, entring the Horſe- gate. Look 
about you and confider; you will find 
that ſome Ignominious Death has befel 
the Idolatreſs; and a Place was very 
ſutable to the manner of her Life. Where 
was the buried? There is no anſmer to 
that. As her Mother Jex abel was tram- 
pled under the feet of her Enemies 
Horſes: So Athaliah was ſlain at her 
own Horſe-gate; Jezabet was devoured 
by Dogs, as the LO R D had threatned. 

What became of Athaliah, we do not 
find; ſhe was ſlain, and before the Horſe- 


gate: That was as much as Jong Was 


to look after. 
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And now here was a good Work diſ- 
patched ; What was that ? Judgment and 
Juſtice was executed ; The wicked Coun- 
ſellor was remov'd, ſhe, that had de- 
ſtroy d the Seed-Royal, and counſelled 

her own Son to his Deſtraction. 

A good riddance indeed ! Now Jehoiada 

goes on comfortably ; And what do's he? 
Hle made a Covenant between Him, LG OD] 

and between all the People, and between the 
King, that they ſhould be the LOR DS 
People. Of infinite confideration all this; 
He made a Covenant between G O. D, the 
People, and the King; He ſhewed the King 
the meaning and purpoſe of the Teſtimo- 
ny, put into his Hand; bids the King re- 
member he was in GODS ſtead, fate 
m GODS Throne; muſt do all by 


G O D.S Book: That is his Covenant 


detwixt G O D and his People, now that 

6 D has made him King over them. 

' That they ſhould be the LORDS 

People. Had Jehoiada ſat muſing, as ma- 
ny days as he ſpent minutes upon the 
great buſineſs, the crowning the K I NG, 
_ ſecuring him, and his Kingdom; he could 
not have thought of a ſpeedier , and 
more comprndious Way than this, to 
engage them to be the LOR DS People. 
If they be fo, they have aſſured Confi- 
+. dence for ever. The LORDS Vine- 
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yard, The LORDS Kingdom, it i 
the Security of that Kingdom; The 
LORD S People, it is the Security of 
that People. Touch not theſe Annointed- 
ones. Why? They are Mine: Nor _ 
Pro phets, for the ſame Reaſon, they 

Mine alſo, and as the Apple of Mine | = 
So I tender them faith the LORD: It 
is ſo; and ſo you may run through all the 
Cities „Towns, Houſes, Gates, Ships, 
Strong-holds and Forts; it is the Lords 
City, a ſecured City, Sc. But look to 
it now); if not the Lords, we have no Se- 
curity from His Hand for our Peace: Rve- 
ry — may do us hurt, nothing ſhalt do 
us good, if not the LOR DS: Go ye upon 
he Walls and deſtroy, Take away her Battle 
ments. Ay, if we had an Arm hke G O D, 


| we could eaſily do it, might the Adverſary 


ſay; But it is not ſo ſoon done as ſpoke z 
the Walls are high, and the Battlements 
very ſtrong. No matter how high they 
are, nor how ſtrong they are, you ſhall 
take them. Why ? They are not the Lords 
(i. e.) Their x day is ow from them 3 
the LORD protecteth them not, 'andthen 


wounded Men ſhall take the and Fortreſs ; ; 
the lame the prey. ©In being, or not being the 
© Lords People is ſumm d up all our Com- 
© forts, or all our Woes. Therefore of 
mighty Conſideration this is, That Hoop 
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might” be the Lords People. And now the 
People! of GOD-rife apace , and down 


falls Baal, and they ſhatter his Houſe all 


to pieces over his Lordſhips Head; and yet 
the Work is not done; they break down 
A and Images al] to pieces: And yet 

have but little more than half done: 


885 here will be a perfect Reformation 


preſently, when they have ſlain the Meaſt- 


Prieſt of Baal before the Altar, and that is | 


done now, and before the Altars: I pray 
you note it: That Prieſt of Baal, like our 
Maſs-Prieft now, had been offering before 


the Altars, and when he did ſo, he offer d 


Sacrifice to Devils. Now he 117 0 be Slain 


before the Altar ; where he had wrought | 


ſuch Abominations, there he muſt be Slain, 


Now Fehoiada has but one Work more to 
do, then the Reformation is compleat, and 
Fudah is as well poſtured, as can be expect- 


ed, He appointed the Officers of the 
© Houſe of the LOR D; ſet the Porters 
© atthe gate of the Houſe of the I. ORD, 
© that none, which was unclean in any thing 
© ſhould enter in there. Indeed there cannot 
be too much Caution about the Houſe of 
the LORD, a double watch there'do's 
well, for it any thing that is unclean enter 


in there, it will diffuſe its ſelf there like a 


Leproſie unto all the People. Of mighty 
ene this alſo, for Filrhineſs Evi 
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5 Sh Sword. 
follows in the Story of King Joaſh, 
gon before in this Chronicle : 


| King, and the moſt untha 
ever we read of. He has an Amaziah, a 


Part II. "of Urael and Judah. 225 


the Prieſt, is as ſpreading : an oy! from the 


head, ſpreading i its ſelf through all the Peo- 
ple, for from the Prophets of Jeruſalem is 

prophaneneſs gon forth intb all the Land. And 
now the MILITIA was as compleated 
as it could be; for ſo it was ordered: And 
ſo fucceſsful it was, That al] the People of 
ed, and the City was quiet. 
When was it quiet? The Anſwer to that 


is very conſiderable; After that they had 
lain Athaliah with the Sword, that wicked 
and Idolatrous Woman ; the City was qui- 


et, and not before. She. was ſtill deviſing 


Tniquity, and working Evil upon her Bed, 


and when Morning was light, ſhe prattiſed 


it, as the power was in her Hand, and this 
did greatly diſquiet the City: But it was 


quiet after that they had ſlain Athaliah with 
the reft touching good Je hoi ada 
but it is 
For Joaſh 
was, though a good Prince, yet a very bad 

nkful Perſon that 


Son little better than the Father: Ana 


an Vzziah, both naught : Uzziah a Fotham, 
a very good Man, we will read what he 


did, and not much, 25 very well. l 


The 
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by N 1 Jot ham fol lows in wi Sto- 
for he ſucceeded Uriah; and 

the Plague that roſe up in his Fathers 
Fore-head muſt needs be in the Sons Eye: 
So he was fore-warned not to meddle with 
Temple-Work, but to leave that to the 
Prieſts, and ſee that they were faithful in 
it. And yet this is noted of the People, 
not for the credit of the King; And the 
People, yet did corruptly: And this of the 
King, he built MUCH, an exceeding high 
Sate, and Cities, and Caſtles, and Towns : 
He ſubdued the Ammonites, and made 
them Tributaries, they gave unto Jotham 
very largely: He proſpers for GO D was 
with him. Iwill add hereto the Teſtimo- 
ny Joſephus gives of him : © This was ſuch 

a Prince, as a Man could find no kind of 
c Vertue wanting in him: He Worſhipped 


God ſo religioully; he governed his Men 
© ſo righteouily ; he was ſo provident for 


8 "oe City, and did fo * amplifie it, 
ä © that 


* 


| 
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Happy. In ſhort, his Reign 


and conclude with it. 
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© that by his Vertue and Poweſs, he made 
* his whole Kingdom not Contempt ible to 


© his Enemies; but to his Servants, Inha- 
© bitants, and Citizens, Proſperous and 


long but as happy in things, as himſelf 
© was Devout and Vertuous. I will reſt in 
that Teſtimony, the Spirit gives of him, 
So \Jotham became 
MIGHTY, becauſe he prepared his ways 
before the LORD his GOD. How old 
he was, and how long he Reign'd is Re- 
corded in the fame Place, and then good 


Jotham ſlept with his good Fathers. Aha. 


ſucceeds him, a bad Son, but Alas has a 
good Heaeliab, and his goodneſs is upon 
everlaſting Record. We will read his | 
ACTS now. | 


The EEK 


CHAP. VI. 


1 Ezekiah, Jotham's Grand-child , be- 


gan his Raign and Reformation to- 
gether ; he was Religious and Wile both, 
and muſt delay no time, for indeed his Fa- 


ther King Ahas had cauſed a Deformation 


through his Kingdom, and weakned it 


very much. So that it did but ſtand in a 


* Poſture. Therefore Hezekiah be- 
ſtirred 


was not 
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ſtirred himſelf, and let no time run out to 
waſte. In the firſt Year of his Reign he opened 
"the Doors of GODS Houſe, and repaired 
them; brought in the Prieſts and Tevites, 
chægerb them; Sandliſie now your ſelves, and 
Sanctiſie the Houſe of the LOR D GOD; 
Remember my Sons, the fierce Wrath of GO D, 
yet before your Eyes: He hath delivered us to 
Troubles, to Aſtoniſhment, and to Bleſſings ; 


keep his Fudgments like Frontlets before your 


Eyes, and be not negligent in ſuch a time as 
this. And he found the Levites very obe- 
dient in word and deed, for they were more 
- "upright in Heart to Santtifie themſelves than 
- the*Prieſts. But ſo he charg'd them. And 
for himſelf, it is in his Heart to lead the 
way, making a Covenant with the LORD 
GOD of lirael, that His fierce Wrath may 
turn away from us: So the King do's, and 


ſee how all follow, and how quick they 


are, how they beſtow themſelves. Indeed 
the King is a Leading-hand, whether he 
go's on the Right or the Left, the People 
" obſerve not curiouſly, but they follow. 
It was well here, King Hezekiah kept ſtrait- 
on, and ſee how well all perform their 
Duty! But vou muſt note, the good King 


is at their Elbows, as chief Overſeer there, | 


hei is Zealous for che bring ing forth the Un- 
cleanne /i out of the Temple; and the Le- 


Ves ſhew their Zeal too: The King's | 


Zeal 
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zeal and example carried all ſmooth before 
with rejoycing; A great deal of Work 
was done in a little time; And Hezekiah 
rejoyceth with all his Heart, that GOD. 


| had fo ordered the People, ſet them in ſuch 


a good frame to Obedience: So we read; 
and Hezekiah rejoyced, and all the people, 


that GOD had prepared the People, for the | 
| thing was done SUDDENLY. | 


he Kings Heart is upright ; the Peo- 
ples Hearts prepared, all are willing; 
Great things are done ſuddenly. All A8. 
SOCIATE themſelves, the King, he 


is the Leader; Prieſts, Levites, People, 


theſe follow cloſe, catenin 
here are many; and yet but one Hand, 
and one Lip; and, which makes the U- 
nion, one Heart ihd one Mind. 

He has made himſelf, and his People 
ſure in a Covenant; now he applies him- 
ſelf, and ſets his Heart to the Scale, the 
P ASSEOVER. And mark well, for 
I can but point to it: What means he 
takes, That all Judah, Ephraim and Ma- 
natſeh ſhall here of it, He rakes Ciunſel 
about it for, notwithſtanding all the haſte, 
he will Conſult upon it, and take Deli- 
beration, how fach a © Company ſhould be 
called together and Sanctiſied for ſo 10- 
lemn a Work: The Proclamation is iſſued 
forth; and the Poſts carry it 6 throughout 
N = «© 
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all Iſrael from Beerſhebs even unto Dau, 
according to the Kings Commandment, and 
theſe Words, Turn again unto the LOR D, 
and He will return to the remnant of you : 
© Be not like your Brethren, that treſ- a 
© paſſed againſt the LORD GOD of ple 
© their Fathers, who therefore gave them ¶ ch: 
up to Deſolation, as you ſee, &c. Be the 
© not ſtiffnecked, if you will continue ſo,  .,, 
© the flerceneſs of GODS wrath will beat a, 
© you to pieces: But if you turn to Him, aft 
* he will return to you, and ſhev you fa- | 
© your in the eyes of them that lead we 
© you Captive; and he Himſelf will be a co 
© Gracious and Merciful G O D unto you. to 
Ho is it entertained ? With Scorn and no 
Mocks. Thus it was, ſuch a pious Procia- the 
mation, ſuch Letters, as full of Grace as I + 
of Words, have been entertained with for 
diſdain and deriſion; when the contrary, Þ , 
a Declaration for Liberty, Letters as full NE 
of Diſhonour to G O D, as of Syllables, || 1 
have been entertained with Hand and He 
Heart and all acceptance. Such a Brutiſn yo 
People we are, and yet all are not ſo. L. 
And there aſſembled at jeruſalem much ze 
People to keep the Feaſt, a very great Con- 
gregation, and they aroſe. And took the ff 
Altars, and caſt them into the Brook Kidron. 0 
They were now about to Celebrate a the 
great Feaſt, never the like ſince W * 
0 


* 


knowledge, for it makes Men good, and fo 


of Solomon ; and down the Altars muſt, 
or elſe they had been ill fitted for a Feaſt, 
and worſe for a Blefling. But down they 
be tumbled, and then they kill the Paſſover, 
all decently and in order. 
ple go ſo ſtoutly on in this good way, 


N N wo." ” 
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And the Peo- 


that they ſhamed the Prieſts quite; for 
the Prieſts, beholding the Peoples for- 


wardneſs, bluſhed at their own coldneſs ; 


| and for very ſhame ſanctified themſelves 


after the manner. 


But the multitudes, they were many, 


were newly met from all quarters; things 


| could not be in an outward conformity 
to the Requiſites of that Solemn time, 


nor to the Purification of the Sanctuary, 


then Hezekiah beſtirrs himſelf, knowWs 


which way to look and puts up a Prayer 


for his People. 


The LORD heard Hezekiah, and 
healed the People, and it will ſtill be fo, 
where there is, as it was here, ſuch an 
Heart, and ſuch a Prayer. Co on I pray 
you, for it is better and better; The 
LORD hath ſpoken Comfortably ; He- 
zekiah ſpeaks Comfortably too. To whom 
ſpeaks the King ſo Comfortably ? To 
thoſe that were good ſure, and were 


good Teachers, for ſo we read, that taught 


the good Knowledge of the LORD; Good 


do 
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do not Riches nor Honours, nor any 


other thing, which we call good under 


the Sun. 


We go on, And behold how merry 

good King, and his good People are! 
For they were upon the ſervice of the 

| Tord; Their Hearts were taken with it; 
for in an holy mirth, time paſſeth away 
and is gone before we are aware. 


What is the Work, the Duty 


the LORD. What ſhall I ay to them, 
that do not thus? Nothing; "The Lord 


will fay enough to them, to make them | 


fi cechlef ſs: And the good King will never 
ba ak Comfortably unto them, who do 
*. teach The good knowledge of the LO R D. 
the 


I have not forgot my ſelf all this while, 
I know where I am, though out of my 
way a little: Nor dol forget how much 
I was miſtaken a little before, wherel 


compared the Mirth of that Man, who 


delights himſelf in the good knowledge of 
the L O R D, in ſervice done to His 


Name, where! compared | fay, his Mirth 


to our Mirth, in our Warlike Exerciſes, I 


mean : And yet there is ſome confor mity, 


betwixt Heart and Heart, Affection and Af- 
fection. Wein our Warrlike Exerciſes have 
Paſſed the time, we know not how: The 
: 2 Holy 1 


| of a | 
Miniſter? To teach the good knowleage of | 


| The holy 
| longer, and that every Sunday had it's 


| till ** had utterly * them all. 


Holy day or Saints days in our conceit, all 
one to us, to whom that Day is moſt 
Holy, whereon we may be moſt prophane. 
Day is too ſhort, we wiſh it 


ſeconds Sundays have (now my mind is 
upon their ſports, I will name days, as 
the Heathen did) Red-Letter-Days are as 


| pleaſing to us, as to Children; we may 


riot on them, .and they may play. Why 
now our minds, and affections meet, Heart 


anſwers Heart, ours upon. our ſports, theirs 


uin the ſacred Text. 


They had continued ſeven days at 
their Feaſt in their holy mirth, Offering 


| Peace-offerings, and making Confeſſion to 1 


LORD GOD of their Fathers, and now 

thoſe days were over. 
The whole Aſſembly took ' counſel. To 
ſeven days: And as they ad- 


th other ſe 
d, ſo they did, They kept other ſeven 


— with glaaneſs. 


They go on in the Work of the Lord, 
as Men refreſhed with new Wine, and ſee 


| how they Execute the Wrath of the Lord 


upon Groves, Altars, Images, breaking, cut- 
ting, hewing, throwing them down, till 
they had utterly deſtroy d them: Their 
Hearts were now warmed with zeal, 
and they could not hold their Hands Kill, 


Then 
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Then the King appoints the courſes of 


the Prieſts and the Levites; every Man to 


his ſervice; and portions to the Prieſts i 


and Levites alſo, that they might be en- 
couraged. Thus did Hezekiah ; what he 
did, and how he did it, we will note it 
down more fully anon. [9 


Now it will be ſaid by ſome, That I have 


ſpoke a great deal, and little to my pur- 
poſe, which indeed is, To ſhew how a 
Kingdom is fortified, and its MILITIA 

maintained and made ftrong; and if ſo, 
my anſwer is; That they are much miſta- 
ken, for I have ſaid all that makes for the 
ſecurity and Eſtabliſhment of King: and 


Kingdom, when | have ſet down all that þ 


Hezekiah has dore for that great purpoſe : 
We have heard what he hath done, in re- 


- ference to the Covenant, the Paſſover, to | 
the Prieſts, to the Services therein; what 


he hath thrown down, and caſt forth, and 
what he hath brought in: In all this the 
King hath engeged himſelf and his People 
to their GOD; he hath mtitled G O D 
to his Kingdom, that . the Kingdom 


may be the LORD S Kingdom; his. 
People, the LORDS People; he will | 


have the Houſe of his G O P, to be kept 
as GODS Houſe, and thoſe that ſerve 
therein to be ſanftify'd Perſons, the Lords 
Prieſts, and the Lords Levites; and that 


they | 
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they may attend the Work there. They 
need not take care about many things, for 


| the King will take care for them; ſo he 


commanded to give the Portion of the 
Prieſts and Levites, That they might be encou- 


raged in the Law of the LORD. 


2. He will ſuffer nothing to ſtand, 


| which out-faceth the command of his 


G OD, al) ſhall down which his LORD. 
G O D will have thrown down. This was 
the way to make himſelf and his Kingdom 
ſtand faſt and firm for ever, as the Perpetual 
Hills, and everlaſting Mountains: The way 
to make himſelf, and People as a Wall of 


' Braſs, and the Blaſt of the terrible one, as a 
puff of Wind ?-.2inft it. We ſhall obſerve 


it to be ſo anon; we will recollect here in 
two Verſes, What Hezekiah did, and the 


| manner how he did it; Thus did Hezekiah 
| throughout all Judah, and wrought that which 


was good and right, and truth, before the 


LORD hi GOD. : 


Now King Hezekiah may take his reſt, 
lie down and ſleep; he can repoſe his Head 


m the by and Arms of the Almighty, for 
ao 


he had done the Law and the Command- - 
ments; he had removed the curſed things; 


but now he will not be carnally ſecure, ra- 


ther the more watchful becauſe of this 
thing, for now he ſhall hear of Enemies 
ruſhing like mighty Waters. Now he has 

e Inv angered 


angered the Devil, and all his Seryants; 
| he has Cut them to the Heart, and they 
nam their Taygues for pain For King Heze- 
kiah has perſecuted them, their Groves, 
Altars and Images. Now the Enemy will 
come in like a flood, and if Hezekiah ſleep 
now, the Enemy will come upon him be- 
fore he's aware. The King keeps his 
Watch; has done his Duty, order d his 
Kingdom, and now if the Adverſary do 
come, he comes upon the greateſt diſad- 
vantage. HD, us 
But this the Adverſary conſiders not, he 
is not coming but come: Senacherib King 
of Aſſyria came and entred inte Judah, and 
encamped againſt the fenced Cities; and the 


firſt fault he finds in the King, is this, 
he bad his Peopſe be confident, That the 
Lord his GO D movld deliver them out of 


the hands of the King of Aſſyria. This he 


lays to the good Kings charge, and he 


is well content to be charged with it. 
2. That Hezekiah had taken away his 
high places, and His Altars; The good 


King is content with this too, but he will 


have the Man know, That the things he 
took away were not the Lords, but the 
Devils; his high places, and his Altars, 
The Prieſts there, the Devils Prieſts, and 
the ſervices done there, were done to 


Devils too. ah 
| 3. That 


2340 Ibe Lives f tbe K Id Yo, 


N 


3. That Hezekiah had taken away his high 
tlaces, and his Altars; the god King ſaid 
ſo indeed; for it is according to the com- 
mand of G O D; and however, more 


Altars may be commanded, and Prieſts to 


ſerve before them, yet it is againſt the 
command of GO D, Who commanded to 
Worſhip be fore one Altar; and now that 
is remov'd, we have but one ſtill, and He 
is the Prieſt, and the Sacrifice, and the Al- 
tar, and All. Hark how he Blaſphems 
now, None of all the Gods of other. Nations, 
could deliver their People out of my Hands, or 
my Fathers Hand: And does Hezekiah think, 
that his G O D can deliver him and his People? 
And thus ſpake againſt the G O D of Jeruſa- 
lem, as againſt the Gods of the People of the 


Earth, which were the Work of the Hands of 


Men. Then he wrote Letters to rail on 
the LORD GOD; Rayling Letters, 
and a rayling Rabſhekeh, all rail, and there 
the charge is alſo, Anſwer him not. 


But one thing I would have noted, whic 
paſſed while Rabſhekeh was rayling; Eliakim 


« * 


deſireth a courteſy of him, That he would 
not ſpeak to the People in their own Language, 


for that would diſhearten them. A plain 
hearted Man, and he conſidered not, that 
no# Rabſhekeh would roar, ſtand up and 
cry out the louder in the Jewiſh Language, 


that they might be the more diſheartened. .. . 


M 
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Vou muſt not expect a favour from an m. 
Enemy; nor let him know where your Ct 
< ſenſe is quickeſt, for there he will pinch | m. 
'© hardeſt, I remember a proud Tyrant, | #5 
delighting in Wrath, had Slain a Son before I a8 
the Fathers Eye; the Father thanked him, Se 
and reſtrain'd his grief prety well; one ve. 
asked him how he could ſtand ſo cheerful ve 
before a Tyrant, and thank him too. Great iſ ſp" 
Reaſon, faid he, to conceal from the Ty- OP 
rant, where my care lay, I have another I te! 
Son, and fain I would hold that one. Ihe 
I he King cares for none of all this, nor N. 
his Rage, nor his Blaſphemy, for there hi. 
was nothing now ftanding, to offend the he 
Eye of his GOD; Hezekiah had deſtroy d L 
all thoſe curſed things utterly, and then Se' 
Senecharib may Swear, and Curſe, and Rage, an 
and Blaſpheme; though it troubles the Te! 
good King, Yet I ſay in point of hurt and Re 
danger, to him or his City from without, | th! 
the good King is careleſs, becauſe there] ler 
are no provocations within. . L. 
SGegnacherib wrote Letters, ſays the Text, | 2 
to Rail on the Lord God of Iſrael ; an old be, 
\ Faſhion, and yet not worn out of uſe: II to 
have caſt mine Eye upon the like now af he 
days, both in Proſe and Verſe, as ray ling the 
as were Senacherib's Letters here, and as L. 
Fooliſh as were the Songs the Drunkards| wh 
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made of David, let them paſs in the 


Crowd, he that reads them, is as he that 
made chem; and he that makes them, is 
as he in the facred Text, a Rabſhekeh, 5 
as thoſe Drunkards the Prophets mentions : 
Senacherib wrote Letters. Hezekiah recei- 
ved the Letters and read it, and Hetekiah 
into the Houſe of the LORD. And 
ſpread it before the LORD ; the King hys 
open the whole matter before the LO RD, 
tells him how the Infidel had dealt, How 
oached and. Blaſphemed his - 


he had repr 
Name. Had he reproached a Man like 


Himſelf, then Hezekiah had held his Peace; 3 


he had not ſpread the matter before the 
LORD; but againſt Hezekiah,the LORDS 
Servant, that Wretch open'd his Mouth , 

and Blaſphemed the living G OD, ſo he 
remits the matter, puts it over to GOD. 
Revenge is T Hine, Thou ſhalt ' repay it, for 
thy Glory is intereſſed here. An excel- 
lent pattern before” the Servants of the 
LORD in theſe times; you ſhall have 


a company of Drunkards, worſe if it can 


be, will give their Tongues and their Pens 
to 'the „ W him, that 
he will ſharpen them againſt the face of 
the Righteous; he will do it; for, as the 
LORD will Work with, and for them, 
who will give up their Tongues , and 
Hearts to Him and His ſer- 
* 2 vice: 


244 Lie "pa iſh the Ane Is 
vice: So alſo the Devil will do for his o 
Servants, „ intreating him that he would 7” 
inable them to Blaſpheme and reproach | K. 
G O D, and his Servants. The Devil 
grants their requeſt with all. his Heart, alv 
they ſhall do it, and it is done; away they be 
run _ paid to their fellow Printer, as chi 
forward as; themſelves, and ſerving the E 
ſame Maſter, and next Morning out it 2 
comes. What is done with it? The ſame} S0 
now, as in ancient days according to the“! 
very Pattern, It is ſpread before the LO RD; 8! 
Here LORD thy, Glory is concerned; er 
< for ours, it is of no account with us; we in 
have laid out our ſelves for thee, and to] cat 
promote thy Glory; our lives are not GC 

> dear unto us, ſo we may drive on this Y 

© great deſign againſt thine Adverſaries:}| A 
© But therefore, for. Thy ſake we are re-. E. 
© proached : Open thine Eyes LORD upon De 
them, we are a ſcorn and a derifion,Druy e 
„ kards make Songs of us. Thus it is ſpread Pe: 
before the LORD. And as lure as this he 
is Scripture, which we are now upon, 10 
ſure the LO RD will anſwer theſe fooliſh 4 
Mien in his Wrath, and vex them in * Cit 
Aide diſpleaſure. 
The Letter is ſpread, and Hezekiah pray al 
before the Lord, as follows. Now you Fi il to 
ſee the Scene Altars, and a ftrange exploit | P*9 


_ _ wrought. * read of a * , and f | 
no 
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Cities, and regarded no Man. 
| mourned, Lebanon was aſhamed, 


King of Aﬀyria, I have heard. 
But the Children of GOD muſt not 


always ask, and have preſently; they muſt 


be held in expettation ; they muſt not 
think to Sow and Reap together. Their 
graces muſt be exerciſed, and they taught 
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no ſooner put up, but anſwered; That | 
which thou haſt pay d to me againſt Senacherib 


to Wait, and in Patience to poſſeſs their 


Souls; they muſt ſtay till GOD may be 


magnified in his Salvation; every Salvation 


is his, but his Name is not magnified, ex- 


cept things riſe to a height, and there be 


an extremity of danger. And when the 


caſe is ſo; Refuge faileth the Church, then 


God comes in; the return of Prayer isſpee- 
dy then; and this was the caſe here; the 
Adverſary very Proud, the Church very 


Humble; the Adverſary very high in his 


Demands, the Church very lo; the Ad- 
verſary would hear of no Conditions of 
Peace, unleſs Iſrael would be his Servants, 
he refuſes all offers. So the valiant Men 
did Cry, and the Ambaſſadors of Peace did 
Weep bitterly; the Adverſaries deſpiſed the 


Sharon was 
lite a Wilderneſs. Now is GODS time 
to ariſe, and to be exalted ;, now he will ab- 


pear in his Glory: He will regard the Pr ior 


of the Deſtitute : And the return thall be 
R ſpeedy : 


The Earth 


Ys —_ "The Toper ike Names 
3 ſpeedy: And fe what an exploit it hath 
| Kc 4 ? It returns with an Angel, which 


went out, and ſmote in the Camp of A ſhur 
| an Hundred Fourſcore and Five Thouſand : $, 


when. they aroſe early in the Mirning, behold, 


they were all dead Corpſes. 


'Thus the LORD did | for Hexckiah, 


according to the good Word he ſpake unto 
him, and wherean the People reſted. to collect 
all; Senacherib's Hoſt were all Slain in a 
right, Prayer commanded an Angel, the 
Lugel do's the Execution: The King 


ſeals away, thinks to hide himſelf in his 


Houſe, from the Wrath of the Almighty ; 
the Sword, which he threatned Judah, finds 
him out and ſlays him before his Gods, 
and the Fxecution is done upon him by his 
own Sons; he falls by the Sword of his own 


Sons in bis omn Land. Thus the LORD 
dealt with the Adverſaries of Judah, and 


Sa them on every ſide. 
No whether Hezekiah did boaſt of the 


LORD, the giver, of Victories, all the day 


long, I cannot+ tell; he was an excellent 
Man, aud yet but a Man, he might look 


on his own Arm too much, and on GODS 
Certain it is he gloried-m 
his Riches; it may be alſo, he rejoyced too 
But: 


Arm too little. 


much at the Deſtruct ion of 77 Enemies. 
this is clear from the Connexion. of the 


Os NE we. mant obſerve here; 
© That 


That our joys do not run clean away, 


there is a mixture with them, and a 

* ſettlement at the bottom; nor is ou 
peace here below à ſolid, or an in- 
* terrupted Peace; no, as our outward 
Peace may be plundred : So our inward. 

Peace may be, and is often eclipled. We 
muſt look for changes here below; our 
comforts, as not full here, nor permanent; 
we muſt look for that in Heaven. Nay, 
commonly thus it is on Earth; when our - 
joys here below are at the higheſt, yet 
there is a Cloud above them, which in 
an inſtant will overſhadow them: When 
we are at the heights in our joys, then 
fear ſome depth of Sorrow: There 
is a connexion between theſe two, joys. 
and ſorrows. So it ſeems it was here with 
Hezekiah 3, in thoſe days; in thoſe days, 
Hezekiah was ſick unto death. The King 

was joyful no doubt, and very comfor- _ 
table, being ſo wondrouſly delivered, 

and perhaps was thinking of building” 


_ | Tabernacles upon his comforts; but behold 


then, at that time, ſickneſs came and over- 
ſhadowed all. And in thoſe days Hezekiah 
was ſick unto death; And now the meſſage 
is, you muſt not thin of the victory nom, 
but in ſetting your inward and outward houſe 
in order; for thou ſhalt dye and not live. 
5 M 4 „ 


* 
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We proceed to that, which was as a 
Sword in the Kings Bowels; ſet thy houſe 
in order for thou ſhalt dye and not live. 


Then we read which way he turned; 


what his prayer was, and what his com- 
fort; REMEMBER, &c. he wept 
ſore: The LOR D heard the voice of 
his weeping, gives him a wonderful ſign, 


that the LORD would hed! him, and 


that he ſhould go up to the Houſe of the 
LORD; ſo he was wonderfully reco- 
vered and upon his Feet again, with an 
Embaſſador at his Elbow, to congratu- 
late ſuch a mercy. It follows, Hezekiah 


ſhews his treaſuries untosthem, even A L IL. 


that was found there, But the Prophet 


cooles his ſpirit quickly, ſaying, all this 


re which thou haſt ſhewn to the Princes 
, Babylon, fhat! be carried thither, nothing 
ſhall be left, ſaith the LOR D. The good 
King hears all this and more, and ſubmits 
humbly aud thankfully to the will of 
| GOD, ſaying, good is the word of the 
LOR O. 
And 1o 


King Hezekiah, he humbled 


himſelf for the pride. of his Heart (both he 
and the Inhabitants of leruſalem) ſo that 
the wrath of the LOR D came not upon 
them in the days of HeZekiah, True hu- 
miliation turns away Wrath, as here, 
and inſtead thereof he had many bleſſi 12 
„ dr 


2 
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for he had exceeding much of all precious 
things, and ſubſtance very much, and he 


did great Works, and proſpered in all he did. 


The reſt of his Acts, and his GO O D- 
NES S. Alf are recorded in the viſions 
of Eſaiah; and in the Book of the Kings. 
But let me note what I have obſerved 
all along theſe Chronicles; that after 
many glorious atts of the LORDS 
Worthies, their ſlips and falls are record- 
de almoſt 1aſt of all. For excellent reaſons 
of which I think this is one; that we 
may remember our Sins firſt and laſt, 

with bitrerneſs of Spirit, after a godly fort, 
and then, being remembred ſo this yonce, 
they mal be remembred no more for 


ever. I will remember your iniquities no 
more: But the G 90dneſs ſhall be remem- 
bred to all generations. 


Death ſtill concludes the Story; It 
follows, And he ſlept with his Fathers, 
and all Judah did him honour at his death, 
for he honoured all hon 
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* ANAssE H his . and an 


older King then his Father began 


to Reign when he was Twelve Teares Old; 
What deſcerning he had at thoſe. years, 


into his Fathers pious carriage, and the 
proſperity that followed him, we cannot 


certainly tell; we. think very little, for 
this is apparent and upon everlaſting 


Record; That never any Son walked 
more croſs to the Fathers ſteps, thole 
Abominations his Father caſt down,, the 
Son ſet up; and what bis Fathers foul 
hited, his Son did practiſe: To paſs by 
all the reſt, wherein he did like to he 
Abeminations of the Heathen ; here he 


exceeded, Purnt his Sons for a Sacrifice | 
to the De I, and filled Jeruſalem with | 


iimocent Blood, from one end to anot her, 
into which channel did ſtream down the 
Blood of that reverend and aged Prophet 


Eſalah, whom he cauſed to be beate to | 


death 
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death with a Fullers club, or to be fawn + 


in {under with a wooden Saw, in the 
80Year of his life: The ſacred Scripture in- 
deed is ſilent here, only it ſaith, that Prophet 
lived to ſee, and feel that Kings Tyranny; 
Other writers, too many to rehearſe, and 
too good to be ſuſpected, affirm it with 
a loud voice; that, in ſuch a barbarous 
marmer, he put that good Prophet to 
death. Let he is reckoned up in this 
place, becauſe, when he comes to che 
buſineſs, he ordered his Militia according 
to right reaſoi; and rule. Indeed we read 
nothing of Manaſſeh his M litia, before 
he was taken in the Thorns, bound with 


Fetters, and carried to Babilon, and brought 


again thence to Feruſalem, for then he 
knew, that the LORD H was GOD. 
But this is the leilon; to admire. the 
height and depth of GODS mercy; he 
futters Manaſſen to run up to the height 


ob all heatheniſh abomivatiors; te_plung 


himſelf into a depth of innocent Blood 3 
and then, when he was neare the end 


of his race, the LORD recovers him, 


feicheth him from out of that depth, 
and turns his Heart back again. We 
muſt inſiſt upon this, that we may put 


the more obſervation upon it- 


A FIRST. 
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| MANASSEH bis Repentance. 


N his G 0 DS mercy lengthens out 


Manaſſeh's day, and brings . him into 
the Thorns. towards night, that there he 


might bethink himſelf of all his abomi- 


nations. ; | 
And it was then be beſought the LOR D 
* G O D; He humbled bimſelf, GRE AT- 
LY, before the LORD Condemning, Tudg- 
ing, Loathing himſelf, accepting his Puniſh- 


ment, greatly humbled before the Lord; he 
prayed, and G O D was intreated of hw. 


Then Manaſſeh knew that the Lord He 


was God. All our evils, which are com- 


mitted, are, as I may ſay, charged upon 
this one Word, as their original root, 


they knew not the Lord: So all our Works 
of Righteouſneſs upon his word, he knew 


the Lord; I cannot exprels the fullneſs 
of that word; but it contains all: It is 
the ſum of the Apoſtles Prayer, that the 
Lord would give the Epheſians the ſpirit 


of wiſclom and revelation in the K NO W- 


LEDGE of Lim. 
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In the laſt place, it do's not appear, 
that Manaſſeh, when recovered out of the _ 
Thorns, did return unto - foily, but the 
contrary will appear -annon, when we 
ſha'l look upon him, as a pattern of true 
Repentance. | 
Now [| will take leave, for the inſtruction 

of the living, to take ſo much the weight 
of Manaſſeos Sins, and to put in fo 
much allowance for it, as, | am confident, 
the ſacred Scripture will allow we to do: 
For G O D forbid I thould do more. And 
all this 1 ſhall do for this great end, to 
diſcover the danger of Hypocriſie, and to 
magnifie free-grace, Man1ſſth was an abo- 
minable Idolater profeſſedly fo; but that 
was ſome help for him; he did not pro- 
ſecute that way he himſelf walked in; 
nor that Religion he ſeemed to profeſs; _ 
he was indeed what he ſeemed to be, 

ſuch was he, and that I fay was ſome 
help unto him. 
Molech: he did it when he knew not the 


LORD. The Altars, his good Father 


threw down, he ſet up; but he did not 
fet them up with his Hand, and cry 
them down with his Mouth. He flew 
that Evangelical Prophet Eſaiah , who ever 


was the Executioner, or what-ever the 


Inſtrument of his Death, Manaſſeh ſlew 
him: But 24 A did not call them 
Rs a 


He offered his Son to | 


19 Rebels, chat killed Iſaiah, as chough 


they had done it againſt his mind and 
will. He ſhed Innocent Blood very much, 
till he had filled Jeruſalem from one end to 
another; But he did not, at that time, 


ſeem 45 relent at what his hand did, Ks 


fo. Water the City at the ſame time 
with Tears of fained compaſſion: I mean 
by this, he was not an-Hypocritical King 


againſt whom that ſevere Judgement is 


| denounced, as againſt an Hypocr:Fical Nation, 
and againſt the People of GODS Wrath. 


Manaſſeh was not one manner of Man in 


ſhew and profeſſion, and ancther in deed, 
and in truth. He did do. worſe then the 
Heathen; he was moſt abominable in all 


huis ways; But he was what he was, and 
be walked according to his light in his 


on ways, Ithink verily no Man ever 
went further towards Ruin, then Manaſſeh 
did, and. returned: in Peace; never any 


plunged himſelf deeper into the Gult of 


Sin, and eſcaped: But this is it I fay ; 5 
we cannot charge him with H eure 

He ſer himſelf agaiuſt G G D, he open ly 
and Manifeſtly oppoſed GO DS Truth: 

So an Hypocrite do's not do; he will 
oppoſe it, but he will make you ſhews 
and overturns of the contrary. The E- 
ſtabliſned Religion, he will ſeem to be all 


for that, and to do all for it, nothing ? 
i 0 | 
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for he Perſecured thei even to 


© would have done, | ſhe 
| N power, he with them would have re- 


| the time f this — G 0 D "REY ats, 


ain) it. Paul breathed out threatnings. 5 

he - compelled. Man to Blaſphem; Hie was e- 
ceedinaly A A Os. the - Righteous, 
ange Cities. 
But he did it ignorantly, and obtained Mercy. 
It was ſo with Luther too, a Hoody per- 
ſecutor in Heart: As all Idolaters are, 
as he ſays of himſelf, and all that are 


7 he was; Had I been, ſaid he, at the 
© place. Were John Hus was Burnt, | 


© would have made the Fire a little hotter 
© to have ſcorched the Bereick: For, I 


would have brought two Faggots upon 


© my Shoulders thither: Why would he 
© have done ſo? In his blind zeale to 
© Munkery, he would, as all his fellows 
4 of to their 


joyced to have ſeen John Hus Fry in 
© the. Fire. But why dol mention theſe 
excellent Servants of the I. ORDY For 
excellent reaſon, to magniffe Free Grace, 
That made them DIFGER FROM A- 


 NOTHE R: But here I mention it to 


evince and cleare this, That Hypocriſie is 


the DAMNABLE SIN. A man 


may be a Malignant Perſon, he may per- 


ſecute the good way, and the righteous 


in that way, and may do it Jenorantly : 
And then ſee the help and the comfort, 


he 


5 ? 
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oy ſaw and would not ſee, he over-looked 

I do not plead Ignorance, that curſed 
— that Mother of Witeh-Craſts, and 
Superſtitious Devotious. Some thing might 
have been faid for it Fourſcore Tears ago, 
for that Ignorance which was in thoſe dark 
and gloomy Days, rather that Night of 
Superſtition and Popery: But not a word 


for it now in theſe days, where the light is 


ſoclear, and krowledve fo abounding: Now 


to be Ignorant, do's not leſſen, do's not 


extenuate or.take off fiom, but aggravate 
the Fault; for it is now to ſtumble in a 
Sun-ſhine, and to grope for the Way in 
mid- Day, as at mid- Night. But I tay, 
for a Man to do what he do's proſeffedly, 
walk in a way he thints good in his own 
Eyes, and to do it Ignorantly, this hath 
helped very many; Paul, Luther, and fo 
Manaſſeth, for the tine of this 3 God 
winkes at, 25 he obtained _ 


— — 1 — — e e 
SECOND. 
MAN A SSEH his Repentance. 


0 00 we return were we left, and 
found AManaſſeh in the Thorns 7 

and gracioutly delivered thence. There 
we e muſt obſerve how he goes on. Now 
: after 
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b after this he built a Wall, &c. And he took * 
ced away the ſtrange Gods, &c. And he repaired. 


ed || rhe Altar of the LORD, &c. 

nd And this is ſpoken ſo fully already, that 
ht more needs not be ſaid of it here. This 
05 rather I would inſiſt upon a little; to ſhow, 
rk that, as Manaſſeh was a true Pattern of Re- 
of | forming and Ordering his Kingdom after 
rd, the right manner; ſo is he a Pattern of a 
Go true Penitent, one that had truly repented, 
"W and heartily turned tothe Lord. Repentance 
ot is the change of the mind, and of the Heart, 
be and then all is changed : Wherein the Im- 
a penitent Perſon watked before his Conver- 
IR. ſion, all is changed, and turn'd upſide down; 

£ which isthe reaſon, that Re formation, where 
0 it comes, makes ſuch ſtirs and Tumults in 


4 the World; for it turns the World upſide 
a down. But let that paſs, the preſent time 
15 will ſpeak enough to that. Which will ap- 
4 pear by what Manaſſeh did, after he was 
_ recovered he went clean croſs to the way 
now, wherein he walked before : He went 
a direct way before to ruin himſelf and his 
Kingdom: Now he goes a direct w, to 
make himſelf ſtrong, and to Eſtabliſh his 
Kingdom. But I will make an inſtance in the 
| Faylorfirſt, where we ſhall ſee how contrary a 
Penitent Man walks to himſelf, and his own _ 
way; he had by the Commandment of the 
Magiſtrates heat the Apoſtles, and receiving. 
| further 


© further charge about them, he thruſt them 


mnmo the inner Priſon, and made their Feet faſt 
in the flocks. When he was changed by 
a-wonderful Work from Heaven; ſee how ? 


changed he is to that he was before, he 
was ſtout and proud before, now he trem- 
| bles; his Sword was drawn in a readineſs 
to Kill himſelf; now he asked the way, 
how to live for ever with the LO RD : Be- 
fore, he made the Apoſtles ſtoop to him, 
now he fell domn before them. Before, he 


thruſt. them into the inner Pri ſon; now the 


Jaylor is a changed Man? Now he brought 
them out; and when the main Work was 
done, which the Apoſtles minded then their 

ſtripes, he took them the ſame Hour of the 


| Night, and maſhed their Stripes, thoſe ſore: 
blows himſelf had given them, and then he 


ſet Meat before them. 5 
Ni ſee the ſame method in Manaſſeh 
bis way, now he is graciouſly delivered. 
Aud the more croſs his way is to the 
way he went in be fore, the better the 
way is and more inſtructing us to diſcre- 
tion. Let us well obſerve it, becauſe it 
will make clear proof, what a living Mans 
condition is, whether he be a changed, a 
re ormed Man, I mean, whether he be 
ſet now in a ſure and ſafe way of defence 
in theſe exceeding fierce and perilous days, 


for if he have truly repented, he _ 


— — . ᷣͤ , 3 ns 
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fear no evil; if his way be turned; he. 
needs not care though the World be turn- 
ed upſide, down. | 


Manaſſeh was all for. ſtrange Gods, his 


Heart went a whoring after them, now 


he takes them away, as thoſe his Heart 
ange Gods. 


Loatheth; He took away. the ſtrang 


He had. ſet up Altars, and Worſhipped 
before them; now throws them away 


with Indignation, he caſt. them forth out of 


the . He ſet up Altars and Graven 


Images. Before he mas humbled; but now 


he is lumbled,, down the Altars are 


|. tumbled, out they are caſt as the filth 


— 


in the Streets. Theſe Idolatrous Altars 


had defaced and defiled the Altar of _ 
the L. OR PD, as all falſe Worſhip defiles - 
: Now he repairs the Altan 
of the LORD: He had been a ſtout 


Rebel; 
the LO R D, maintained Enmity and 


true Worſhip. 
he made himſelf ſtrong againſt 


War againſt the Almighty. Now he Sa- 
crificeth on his Altars Peace-»fferings. He 


had been a moſt unthankful Perſon, he 


had a good Father, a fair example before 


his Eyes, many. grave Inſtructions from 
his Mouth. Ee had received a Kingdom 
from his LOR DS Hand, and all good 


things, but he was not a ware; and then 


we read how he requited the LOR D; 
bak; now he is changed, he Sacri'iceth on 


GODS 


\ ( 
? 2 


—— 
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GODS Altar, Thank-offerings, and ſo he | © 
glorifies the LORD. There is but one 9 
way to gloritie him on Earth, in praiſing h 
of Him, in giving thanks unto Him, and lo he | \V 
t 
O 
˖ 
2 


glorified the LORD: He had cauſed Ju- 
dah and the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem to err 
and to do worſe then the Heathen. Now, be- 
ing a converted Man? He commanded Ju- 
dah to ſerve the LORD GOD of their 
Fathers. We ſee now, Repentance is a 
change of the Man, the Heart and Way. 
The way of a Penitent Man is clean con- 
trary to what it was in the night of his Im- 
penitency. A Man, in his unconverted 
Eſtate, goes away contrary to Heaven; when 
he is converted his Heart isturned back again, 
then he goes clean croſs to that way he went 
in before. So the jay lor did; ſo Manaſſeh, 
and ſo all true Penitents. We will make up 
the Concluſion and ſo End; a Man walks con- 
trary to himſelft, when he is not himſelf 
what loved before, he now hates; what he 
hated before, he now loves; his delight is 
now with the excellent upon the Earth; 
before none were more unpleaſing and tire- 
ſome to him; be fore the ſervice of the 
FL OR D was a burden, it is now a de- 
light; he ſnuffed at it, and faid, when 
will the Sabbath be gon; now he thinks 
the day too ſhort: Nay ſeven days not 
enough, as we heard, he would have 
1 ſeven 


Li 
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His Mind is chan- 
ged, and now all is changed, his Delights, 
his Recreations, his Contentments. New 
Wills, and new-Aims, all is new, and old 
things are paſſed away; old Sorrow and 
old Joy, they run freſh and new now in 
the right Channel, ſo do all his * 


ſeven days more: 


all to go and for GOD. 


— - >. | RS 8 


© THIRD. 


4 
3 * 


MANASSEH his Repentance 


E read on now, where this follows: | 
Nevertheleſs the People did. ſacrifice 
fill 6 in the high Places, yet unto the L OR D 
their GOD. There was a Mixture in 
their Service, much Superſtition : Idola- 
try was ſo rooted in the Kingdom, that it 
could not be rooted out till the Kingdom 
Was loſt: Like a Leproſie it began in the 


Head, thence ſpreads it ſelf through the 
Body. It is of a ſpreading Nature, more 
ſpreading than Leaven; it leavens A 
whole Land quickly, becauſe it is ſo agree- 
able, ſo complying with Man's corrupt 
Hear. Manaſſeh made Judah and the In- 

| habitants of Jeruſalem to err, and to do worſe 
than the Heathen : And that was an eaſie 


matter 5 


* * 
* 
og i 


that is a hard Walk, nay Impoſſible. 
A Ruler may go far in a wicked way, 
and then, by a firong Hand, be turned 
back again, to walk clean croſs to the ſame 
way: But the miſchief that he has done by 
his example in his old way, may ſpread ſo 
far, that ſay what he can, it ispaſtremedy. 
We might have heard more of Manaſſeh his 


but that the Writings were loſt: But this 
is Recorded, that Manaſſeh could not with 
all his Tears, which doubtleſs were abun- 
dant, wipe out the Filthineſs of his Idolators 
example; no, that was ſuch as could net 
be purged, by the Fire of GODS, Wrath; 
We read; Becauſe Manaſſeh had made Ju- 
dah alſo to Sin with his Idols, therefore ſo and 
fo would the LORD deale with Jeruſalem, 
in ſuch a manner as the very hearing of it, 
would make both the Ears to tingle A Ru- 
ler, by his Prayer and Humiliation, may 
repair the breaches in his own Houle ; but 
not thoſe he hath made in a City or King- 
dom; he may, by thoſe ſanctified means, 
plead forth his own Pardon, and fave his 
con Soul, but not ſave a Nation. 
Io conclude; if a Ruler, joyning him- 
ſelf to Idols, cannot conſider what a breach 
"0 
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matter ſo to do; an eaſie matter to make 
Mien walk in their ow? Ways, the Way of 
Sin and Death; but to callthem back again, 


Goodneſs, of his Prayer and Humiliation, 
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he makes betwixt G O D and his own Soul: 
Yet, O that he could conſider what a breach 


he makes through his whole Kingdom, a 


breach like the Sea, which he can never 

make up again; and how he hath, by ſo 
doing, endangered, nay undone the whole 
Land, by provoking GOD to ſtretch over 
it the line of $amaria, and the Plummet of 


the Houſe of Ahab; and wipe his Cities as 


Man wipeth a Diſh, wiping it, and turning 
it upfide down. O that a Ruler could con- 


ſider this; for juſt ſo it was here; Ma- 
naſſeh could not repair the Ruins, that 
hisSins had made both in City and Country; 
nor could his good Grand-Child after him: 


The beſt King that ever had his Kingdom 
in this World; Joſiah by Name; ſuch a 
King could not repair thoſe Ruins, he 
made a cevenant before the LORD, to 


walk after the LORD, as his great Grand- 


Father had done; he cauſed al TO STAND | 


TO JJ, and ſo maintained his Kingdom 
in a poſture of Defence all his days. But, 


the Sins were great, the Provocations many, 
the Tranſgreſſion of the Land heavy upon 


it, therefore many were the Princes thereof. 


Then the Man of underſtanding and 
*Enowledge, by whom the State and Peace 
is prolonged, was taken away : And when 


that man, in underſtanding, Joſiah was 


taken away, when, 1 ſay, this King of 
| Deſires 


* 


away from 

the Cloud of Blood 
Judah and the ſtrong holds fell into the 
Hands of their Enemies. 


e. 


Deſires, this dearly beloved, was taken 
ſeeing the evil to come, then 


* „ 
— — ___ 


i 
gema of 10 SIA H. 


Have ended the Story of Joftah before 


I I began it, for the 1 it had 


with that of his Father Amon, and his 
Grand- Father Manaſſeh; and allo becauſe, 
what he did in point of Reformation, is 

fully contained and runs paralel with that 


* - his great Grand-Father did before him: 


| ed in the virtues of his Age. 
well, 


and ended well; 
and ended, never any King better. 
any did riſe to an higher pitch of Holi- 
neſs, and from a ſurer bottom then 


Only ſome one or two Expreſſions there | 
are of great Obſervation, which I ſhall 
' obſerve anon. 


Father ſucceeded in the Sins of Manaſſeh's 


True it is, as Amon his 


Youth; ſo Joſiah his Grand-Child ſucceed- 


Joaſh began 


and ended ill; Manaſſeh began il] 


ofiah 
did; and never any more deſirous and 
zealous that way, to carry all with him to 


— 


powred down upon 


Faſtah began his Reign, 
Never 


the | 


Par 
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ken the ſame height; and for this he ſtands I 
hen || upon everlaſting Record, to be the beſt | 
pon || King that ever was before him, and ; 
the never the like after him, though we could 
ſpeak of one, who was a young King, 
and an old Saint. All this I leave to 
the Readers peruſal, for his Story is 
plain; Some things of note I ſhall mention, 
while I Plead a caſe with our own Hearts, 
I for our better Inſtruction, but not with 
I the LORD, for we are concluded he # 
re | Righteous; his ways are juſt and equal; 
ad And I would ſhew the Equity thereof in 


S WK becauſe of all the Provocations that Manaſſeh 
- had provoked him withal - Here was a King, 
n that had engaged his Heart to the whole 
Work of the LORD; had proceeded 
| very couragiouſiy in it, even to the com- 


is this place, where we have as compleated 

e, a Reformation as ever was, and yet as 

is ſore Judgments executed as we have 

at heard of, and at the very inſtant time 

1: KB when the Reformation was ſo compleat- i 
e ed, Mot wit hſt anding the LORD turned RN 
n not from the 'fiereeneſs of his great Wrath, of 
's wyherewith his anger was kindled againſt Judah, 8 


r | pleating of the ſame; yer he was taken 
away in the height and heat of his Work, 
; KB when he and his Work was going on ro 
| perfection. Is it not in vain to ſerve G O D? 
What profit is it, &c. Let the wicked 
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will not ſay ſo, but the contrarv; It i 
good to ſerve the LORD; to Work for 
him, to deal cevragiouſly for his Cauſe: 


| In his Service. is perfect freedom, and it hath | 
an aſſured Recompence of Reward. Doubt- | 


Jeſs there is a Reward for the Righteous, 


as ſure as there is 4G OD that judgeth in 


tte Earth. All the faithful Servants of 


the LORD will fay ſo, for they have 
found it to be ſo; And ſo Joſiah found 
it to be even then; never any King began 
_ Jooner to ſeek after the LORD than 


be did; for it was his firſt ſeeking, while 
HEWASTET YOUNG, and never 
any King went on better in the way of 


the LORD, for he declined neither to the 
| Right Hand nor to the Left; And fo ſoon 


as he felt himſelf ſtrong, he began to 


PURGE Judah and Jeruſalem from the | 


high places, and all the Abomina ions that were 
found, he ſought diligently, into every 


corner, where that Abomination might 


ſtand. He took away the Horſes given 


to the Sun, and Burnt the Chariots of 
the Sun with Fire; Nay, in a holy indig- | 
nat ion, he brake the Altars and Images | 
zl pieces, made duſt of them, ſtrewed 
them upon the Water; he ſlew the vile 
Prieſts upon the Altars, and burnt their 
Bones there, and ſtrewed the Aſhes 


upon 


Man ſpeak it out; as for Ißrael, they 
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pon the Graves of them that had ſa- 
criſiced there: ln a Word; All that the 


Idol atrous Kings of Iſrael had made to provoke 


the LORD to anger, Joliah took away. 


Joſiah was ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always 


abounding in the Work of the LORD; 
But what was his reward? I cannot ex- 
preſs that, but the part of it, Which 
was in fight, was very great; he ſhould 


not ſee the evil, that was to come upon his 


dwelling place, and the inhabitants of the 


ſame. | Treaſures of Wrath are | ſealed up 


in 4 Bag, by his Father and Grand- Father: 
The Bag muſt be opened, aud the Wrath '- . 
there muſt be poured down, but Foſiab 
ſhould neither feel nor ſee that Tempeſ 3 

before that ſtorm fell and he gathered to 
his Fathers, and to his Grave in PEACE. 
In Peace! He was taken away in War, 


as we read, he would not forbear. from 


medling with G O D: He would not hear- 
ken to the words of Necho from the Mouth 
of GOD. lt is true, he had politick 
reſpects enough, to ingage him to the 
War, but certain it was, he did not ask 

Counſel at G O.D'S- Mouth, for then his 


reaſons had ſhrunk up to nothing. But 


the Bag of Wrath was full; it muſt be 
emptied ; Wrath muſt come upon Jeru- 
ſalem; but that could not be, till Joſiav 


was taken thence, and /ay'd in his. Grave. 


M 2 N 3 
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As it was faid' of Loss going to Zoar; 


* To of Joſiabs going to his Grave 3 Wrath 
muſt fall, hut I cannot do any thing til 


thou be come t hit her. And hither he was 
brought, to his Grave, by an Arrow ſhot 


i from an Enemy, aud yet In PEACE, 


in perfect Peace, a Peace that paſſeth all 


4 . That King, who ſhal) do 
as Foſiab did, begin as he did, ſo proceed 
as he did, in eleanſing his heart from 
Idols; and, being a King, ſhall VIE VV 
OUT throug h the whole Land, what 


is Offenfive there, and ſhall remove it ; 


This King, Ges in PEACE, though | 


in Battel. 


I PEACE, "I 2 hs Price in com- | 


pariſon of that which was ſhortly after 


85 to follow, when that Bag of Wrath muſt 
de opened, and the ſierceneſs thereof 
muſt 2 againſt Jeruſalem, and Jud aß 
muſt be removed out of GODS ght. | 
Now we come tothe caſe, and we will | 
Look into it, we may ſes our own caſe. 


And could not this good King and his 


goodneſs keep off Wrath? Did the melt- 


mmgs of his own Spirit, the Looking out 
and removing all Abominations, did all 
this do no good to the Land ? Did it 


but deliver his own Soul? Yes doubtleſs; 
it was a means to reſpite the Judgment, 


it 


„ 


do o hold-back the Wrath. Certainly were 
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found us out before this day, Wrath had 
had been upon our Heads, and our Images 

Innocent Blood was ſhed in Abundance. 
ed down. 


. therefore a Man of Blood, and chief in 


them both. | 


that place and elſe here. 


= naſſeh was gone, and his generation with ä 


ir not for theſe Joſiah's, were it not fr 
theſe, our Sins, our Abominations, hal 


been upon us before this time, our Blood 
had deſtroyed us before this day. 


That cryes and calls for Vengeance; the 
Voice of it will not be ſtopped till the 
Bag be opened, and Wrath be pour- 


Kings may do Injuftice; Manaſſth ed 
Innocent Blood; he was an Idolater, I} 


the treſpaſs; but he had Bloody. An- 
ſters, as Bloody as himſelf” and woe unos 


Object. But Manaſſeh's Sin was put amy, 
and fo might theirs be, who were his 
Miniſters in fulfilling his bloody Com- 
—_ "I 5 
' Anſw. Grant that, and that was David's | 
caſe; the LORD had put away his Sin: _Þ 
and yet ſee what Wrath fell down and 

abided upon his Houſe. Sin may be done 
away, and yet Temporal Puniſhment ma 
be inflicted for mighty and juſt reaſon, * 
which may eaſily Li gathered up from _ 1 


Object. It may be faid again, Ma.. 


- 4 
— 
* 
. 
* 
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him; why ſhoutd Wrath fall upon the } 


Children for that which the Fathers did? 

Anſw. There is a mighty Reaſon for 
chat alſo, which will charge all the Righ- 
teous Blood, ſhed m Queen 1 


upon us an impenitent People. Manaſſeh 


and his Bloody Miniſters had ſhed In- 
nocent Blood in Abundance, and they were 

gone. The Generations following appro- 
Fed their doings. How doth that appear? 
Thus; Becauſe it doth not appear, that 
the Generations after them did ever 
humble themſelves for that Blood-ſhed 
in their Fathers days, auy more then we 
have done for the Blood our Fathers 
Thed in Queen Mary's days. True it is, 

Joſrah's Heart was tender, he humbled himſelf 
before G O D when he heard a ſound of Wrath; 

and we read how it fared with him; it 
is not to be doubted alſo, but many a- 
mongſt us have been and are ſo hum- 
bled too, and for the reaſon aboveſaid. 
But the people were not humbled, they 
were not tender, their Hearts did not 
melt, there was not a National Humiliation ; 
cher were ſo far from humbling them 
- ſelves, thereby to turn away Wrath, that 
they tranſgre Ted more and more; there was 
a for ſaking in the whole Land; all were re- 
volted, all Degrees and Eftates, and they 


continued revoltiug, till Fhere WAS no remedy, 
till 


5 5. 
x wp 


1 Part l. 1. of Iſrael _ Judah. - EY * 
| till they had brought Sodom and Gomorrah 


I into Feruſ, ale Mm. 


But that which was the determining 
Sin, and filled up the meaſure, was this; 
They mocked the Meſſengers of G O D, 
phe diſpiſed his Words, and miſ-uſed bis 
Prophets; Until the Wrath of the Lord 
aroſe againſt his People. It isclear, that. 
there was no Humilation, for there was 
no Reformation : Therefore it was fulfil- 
led accorfling to the threat, © I will cauſe 
© them to be removed into all the King- 
* doms of the Earth, becauſe of Manaſſeh 
© the Son of Hezekiab King of Judah, 
© for that which he did in Feruſalem : 
© And ſo we are come to the end of 
© the. Kings Chronicle. And it hath a 
fad cloſe, very unanſwerable to Expecta- 


tion - For the laſt King we read of, 


was the beſt King that ever was: And 
the Reformation he made was as com- 
| pleat and perfect, and yet he could not 
hinder the ſaddeſt effitts of GODS 
| diſpleaſure, the Viol of Wrath from 
pouring down: Notwithſtanding Deſola- 
tion followed, even to Aſtoniſhment and 
an Hiſſing. 22 could not make up 
the many Breaches in the City of David 
which Idolaters had made there. 
This only | will further add to this place, 
that Where Sin 18 let in like a flood, the 
| Storm 


* 


Storm of GODS Tudg ments follow 
"after, and falls down ſwi ly and heavily. 
upon the hairy Scalpes . thoſe who . 
were Inftruments to open that Sluce or 
Flood - gate „60D hath ſet it down + 
© by an Eternal Decree, * that Vexation © 
© and Sin hould | be inſepe rable. Haſt 
C3 chou not ured this 1 y -ſelf, 
jn that thou haſt forſaken the LORD? | 
© Thine own Wiekedneſs tha} correct 
© thee, and thy Back-ilidings 1 
82 e thee, Ee. 8 SAI | 4 1 Wy its oe Es ö 
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cember, 164 2. Ordered by the . | 
(the Hoſe of Commens in Parliament n 
Pri fig, that this Book be Finted. 
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